
Christmas 2011: “The Word Became Flesh” 12.24.11
Scripture:  John 1:14 ESV

Intro: When I was a child, we would decorate the Christmas tree 
together as a family.  We’d listen to Christmas music on the old RCA 
Victrola 45 record player.  Dad and Mom hung the lights. But we kids got 
to hang the tinsel. The highlight of the night was putting the star on top of 
the tree.  One child would be honored to do it (and we’d fight for the 
privilege.)  We weren’t tall enough, of course, so Dad would pick us up, 
hold us up, and we’d put the star on the Christmas tree!

Our Father God also has given us the gift of the star that hung over 
Bethlehem 2,000 years ago.  When I think of that star, I can’t help but 
think of the star my Dad let us hang on the tree.  It had five points.  
Tonight I’d like us to consider the five gifts of Christmas we find in John 
1:14: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.”

Starpoint #1:  The gift of ___INCARNATION___.

"The Word became flesh..." John 1:14a NIV84

This is often the first miraculous gift we think about when it comes to 
Christmas.  The baby in the manger.  Somehow God taking on the form 
of flesh in the person of Jesus.  We do not worship a God who is 
unfamiliar with the woes of humanity.  God became man. He knows what 
you’re going through.  He can identify with you. That makes Him 
approachable to you!  

Starpoint #2:  The gift of ___INDWELLING___.

"... and made his dwelling among us." John 1:14b NIV84

You might say that God “hung out” with mankind! He rubbed shoulders 
with people just like you and me. This word “dwelling” is the same word 
as “tabernacle.”  You could literally read it, “and tabernacled among us.”  
Stop and think about the origin of our faith - the people of Israel 
wandering the desert for 40 years, always setting up their “tent” or 
“tabernacle” for God’s Presence, wherever they went.  Now God 
reverses this - Instead of Man setting up a special place for God to visit, 
He “tabernacles” Himself, bringing His Presence to us, living, and 
dwelling in our midst.

Starpoint #3:  The gift of the ___INCOMPARABLE___.

"We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,..." John 1:14c NIV84

Lest we forget, the writer of the gospel of John was a person, just like 
you and me.  He brings an eye witness account to us.  He talks about 
Jesus as someone who knew him.  It’s like he’s saying - “Yeah, I knew 
Jesus.  He hung out with me.  And let me tell you about him. There was 
no one else like him!  There’s nothing to compare him to!  No other god. 
No other religion. He was unique... special... glorious!”



That’s the gift the Father has given to you and me.  The gift of the 
incomparable.  I don’t care how special or unique is the gift you may be 
giving your loved one for Christmas this year.  Your Father God gave you 
the MOST SPECIAL, the MOST UNIQUE, the MOST GLORIOUS gift 
imaginable... the gift of His own son.  Not only that...

Starpoint #4:  The gift of ___INHERITANCE___.

"... who came from the Father, ..." John 1:14d NIV84

We are reminded that this was not just the Son’s idea... but it was God 
the Father’s idea.  Jesus was willing.  But the Father GAVE!  I have only 
one son myself and I can’t imagine giving him up for anyone.  God the 
Father loves you and me that much!  In fact, we’re told in the Bible that 
God the Father has adopted us as his own children.  He has made us 
co-heirs with his own son.  God has brought us into the family.  He has 
given us the gift of inheritance!

Starpoint #5:  The gift of ___INTERCESSION___.

"... full of grace and truth." John 1:14e NIV84

This is not a gift that ended 2,000 years ago in the manger.  Nor did it 
end at Calvary.  Nor at Jesus resurrection.  The Bible tells us that even 
now Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father interceding for you and for 
me.  This is the truth!  And it’s full of grace!  God the Father loves you so 
much that he gave his son for you.  God the Son - Jesus - loves you so 
much that He intercedes every day on your behalf.  And God the Holy 
Spirit - quite literally the Spirit of Christmas - abides with you and me 
every day - teaching us, guiding us, reminding us, loving us.

Conclusion:  Tonight as you look upon your own Christmas tree, or 
gaze up into the sky, look upon a star and remember the star that once 
shone over the baby in the manger.  And remember these great 
Christmas gifts that God has given you, the gifts of incarnation, of 
indwelling, of the incomparable, of inheritance, and of intercession.  As 
you share gifts to show your love for others, remember just how great 
are the gifts from God showing just how great His love is for you!


