
New Years Eve 2011: “I Am God’s Child” 12.31.11
Scripture:  Romans 8:12-17 ESV

Intro: How we see ourselves dramatically changes how we see the 
world, how we interact with others, and how we take on life.  If we see 
ourselves as being downtrodden, losing, of not much worth, we won’t try 
new things with confidence or take on life’s challenges with gusto. 

We learn this self view at a very early age.  How we are taught to see 
ourselves by those who raise us is incredibly important.  One of my 
favorite reads (and movies) in 2011 was The Help.  There’s a line that 
really sticks out for me.  The maid, Abilene, has her little protege on her 
lap and she repeats to her over and over again: “You is smart.  You is 
kind.  You is important.”  Some of you tonight need to hear those words 
again, but this time from your heavenly Father.  You is smart. You is 
kind. You is important!  This will make a big difference to you in 2012.

4 Life-Changing Consequences of Being a Christ-follower.

#1.  If I am led by God's Spirit, then I am ___GOD'S CHILD___.

Last weekend we talked about how Christ followers are led by the Spirit 
of Christmas, literally the Holy Spirit of God - the third person of the 
Trinity.  This weekend we learn another critical component of this 
relationship between us and God.  This is one of the things that 
transform us into the children of God!

"Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God." 
Romans 8:14 NIV

Here is my KEY QUESTION for you tonight... one we will ask ourselves 
over and over again.  If it is true that I am God’s child, AM I LIVING LIKE 
GOD’S CHILD?  Think about how royalty lives. Obviously there is an 
enormous amount of wealth and special things that go along with being a 
prince or princess to the throne.  One of the key things we notice, 
though, is how someone who is royalty always knows it.  There’s an air 
about them. There’s a way they carry themselves.  They ACT like royalty!

Do you know that you are royalty? That you are from the noblest of all 
families?  That you are a son or a daughter of the MOST HIGH KING 
HIMSELF?!?  Some of us have gotten so accustomed to hearing this that 
it loses its impact on us.  This is a life-changing statement!  Not only 
does this impact how we carry ourselves around other people, but it 
impacts how we carry ourselves with God.  It defines our relationship.  
Illustration - One of my favorite stories about John F. Kennedy AND 
Abraham Lincoln was how their small sons could walk into the oval office 
at anytime!  Others would have to wait for their precisely scheduled 
moment or two.  But little John or little Tad could walk in anytime they 
pleased.  Why? Because the man who was “president” to everyone else 
was “daddy” to them.  The same is true for us!

"And because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, prompting us to call out, 'Abba, Father.'” Galatians 4:6 NLT

Abba means “Daddy,” “Papa.” Sit in the lap intimate.  Leads us to #2...
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#2.  My relationship to God is not one of ___FEAR___, but of 
___DADDY'S LOVE___.

When you think of your relationship with God the Father, do you think of 
the kind of relationship that is safe?  That is kind?  That is loving?  That 
is sitting in the lap intimate?  Can you imagine sitting in God’s lap and 
hearing Him say to you: “You is smart. You is kind. You is important.”  
Or when you think of God, do you think of fear?  I must be on my best 
behavior.  I must stand at attention!  Romans 8 teaches us that our 
relationship with God should be one of daddy love and not fear:

"For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but 
you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, 'Abba, Father.'" 

Romans 8:15 NIV84

We’ve studied a lot so far in Romans 8 about being a slave to sin.  Now 
the Bible takes us a step further.  Not only do we not need to be a slave 
to sin, but neither do we need to be a slave to fear.  God does not want 
you to be afraid of Him.  God wants a loving, intimate relationship with 
you - and that cannot happen if you are scared to come into his 
Presence.  Think about when you don’t live up to your own expectations 
and you know you’ve blown it.  You’ve sinned.  You’ve disappointed 
yourself and you know you’ve disappointed God.  A child who is fearful of 
his or her daddy runs away.  But a child confident in his daddy’s love can 
confess and restore relationship.  Are you living your prayer life as if 
you know you God’s child?

Notice one other thing about how verse 15 is laid out - it is balanced just 
right.  We either will be slaves to fear OR we will receive the Spirit of 
sonship.  Spirit replaces slave.  And that leads us to #3...

 
#3.  How do I KNOW I'm God's child?  ___BY THE EYEWITNESS 
ACCOUNT OF THE SPIRIT___.

We learn something here that is vital to know if you are a Christ-follower. 
God the Father sent his Son to die and be resurrected to you might have 
a relationship with God, but then God ALSO GIVES HIS SPIRIT to us so 
we might KNOW IT!  Can you imagine being only half-Christian?  
Christian enough to know you’ve prayed for God’s forgiveness, but not 
Christian enough to know you are God’s child?  If you’ve only focused 
your attention on what Jesus has done and not what the Spirit IS 
DOING, then you are really missing out!

"The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children." 
Romans 8:16 NIV84 

Your Christian life should not be a life of history - what God did - but 
should be a life of the present - what God is doing.  Every day of your life 
you should be able to hear God’s Spirit whispering to you, “You is 
smart. You is kind. You is important!”  Hearing Abba Father, Daddy 
God affirming His love for you changes you and your life.  Your fear is 
replaced by confidence... by the confirmation you are God’s child!
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"This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-tending 
life. It’s adventurously expectant, greeting God with a childlike 'What’s 

next, Papa?' God’s Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we really 
are. We know who he is, and we know who we are: Father and children."  

Romans 8:15-16 MSG 

What about you tonight? Are you leading a timid, grave-tending life? Or 
is your life adventurously expectant? Are you living as God’s child?
We could stop the sermon here and be affirmed.  We could march with 
confidence into 2012! Praise God thought that He didn’t stop there...

#4.  Not only do I know I'm God's child now, but I know I ___HAVE AN 
INHERITANCE LATER___.

We are mortal creatures.  We know we each face an end to this earthly 
life. The way this usually works is that when we pass away we leave 
behind to our children and loved ones an inheritance.  God does it just 
the other way around.  We we pass away here on earth, we have an 
amazing inheritance we’ll receive later!  

"Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs 
with Christ." Romans 8:17a NIV84

Think of it this way.  God cannot say often enough to you: “You is smart. 
You is kind. You is important.”  You are so important to Him that He 
describes his inheritance to you in two ways:

(1) heirs of God - Imagine it this way.  Someone you know - but are not 
related to by blood - has died. The lawyer calls you and asks you to 
come to his office along with the family for the reading of the will.  You’re 
surprised when you arrive, because all the children and grandchildren 
are there.  You wonder why you are there.  Then you hear the reading of 
the will and you are named as an heir! That’s what it’s like to be a 
Christian! You’re an heir of God! Are you living your life as God’s heir?

That’s amazing by itself. But it’s not everything. It’s like God just can’t say 
enough to you: “You is smart. You is kind. You is important.” He 
takes your inheritance one amazing step further.

(2) co-heirs with Christ - it’s one thing to say “heir of God.” By 
implication you are in the same room as Jesus, God’s Son.  But 
implication is not enough for the Abba Father who wants to say “You is 
important.” The Bible describes you as “co-heir with Christ!”  Imagine the 
inheritance that God’s Son, the second person of the Trinity, receives.  
Imagine the love, the affirmation, the authority, the confidence, the 
royalty bestowed upon God’s Son.  THIS IS YOUR INHERITANCE AS 
CO-HEIR WITH CHRIST!  Are you living your life as the co-heir of 
God’s only begotten Son?

CONCLUSION: Tonight marks the end of 2011 and the beginning of 
2012.  The beginning of a new year brings hope, opportunity, the chance 
for a new beginning.  What if this were the year you received all that God 
has for you as a Christ-follower?  Not just forgiveness of sin and the 
promise of heaven. But a new life! A life of royalty. A life of sonship or 
daughtership? A life where every day you wake to hear God’s Spirit say 
to you: “You is smart. You is kind. You is important.”  Let’s pray!
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