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New Beginnings – 03.15.09 

Introduction – Today I’d like to speak straight about the new beginning 
of this church, Church Requel.  What is it?  What will it become?  What 
should it be?  It is inevitable that when I began on December 14th, three 
months ago, that I would continue doing things the way I always had, 
following the model of the church that I had come from.  It was what was 
familiar to me and to the people that I knew who might begin with me.  
After 3 months, we are beginning to see how God is working in my life 
and in the lives of others who are a part of this church.  

CHURCH REQUEL WILL BE:

#1: _________________________________________________

 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the 
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; 

Proverbs 19:7 ESV

God’s people have always been about God’s laws.  When the people 
of God known as the Israelites escaped Egypt, the first place they 
went... and stayed for more than a year... was Mount Sinai, where 
they received God’s commandments.  This morning we read the ten 
commandments from Exodus 20.  This “decalogue” formed the basis 
for the rest of the Word of God.  This was a living thing.  It was 
something the people of God talked about and thought about all the 
time.  As the Proverbs writer put it - the law of the Lord is perfect, 
reviving the soul.

From the very beginning of the early church, reading the Word of 
God in church was a practice of worship.  It was the even the 
practice of Jesus at the beginning of his ministry.  It still is in many 
places, and I intend, it will become a worship practice here at Church 
Requel!  Too often in our churches, we have become a church of the 
preacher and his preaching, rather than a church of God and His 
Word.  I believe there is room for both.  Both are critical!

3 Reasons for using 3-year lectionary:
1. Establishes model for personal practice
2. Gives individuals the opportunity to prepare for weekend 

(Mention www.textweek.com )
3. Exposes church to the whole Bible, not just preacher’s favorites

And while we are on the topic of God’s Word in church, let’s get one 
thing straight.  There is not only room for God’s Word, but also much 
room for God’s Word in different translations.  The Bible, after all, 
was originally composed in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.  Our Bibles 
today are translated into English.  There will be no room for 
translation wars at Church Requel!  Each translation has its own 
strength and weakness.  I intend to preach from multiple translations.

The law of the Lord is perfect and preserves one’s life. The rules 
set down by the Lord are reliable and impart wisdom to the 

inexperienced. Proverbs 19:7 NET

For example the NET version of the Bible - New English Translation - 
which can be found at www.bible.org includes almost 61,000 
translator notes from the 25 different scholars who worked on the 

A CHURCH OF THE WORD
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translation.  Incredible transparency! For example, what does it really 
mean to “make wise the simple”?  They thought “impart wisdom to 
the inexperienced might get more at the meaning of what was 
originally written down.  There is great wisdom on our part to 
consider multiple translations.  So, in Church Requel, I look forward 
to hearing weekly readings from the Word of God itself, in multiple 
English translations.

CHURCH REQUEL WILL BE:

#2: _________________________________________________

When Jesus drove out the money changers, he made it pretty clear 
that the old way of worshipping God in only one place was about to 
change drastically.  Talk about Temple as a place /how import. 

His disciples remembered that it is written:  “Zeal for your 
house will consume me.”  John 2:17 NIV

This doesn’t mean that his disciples remembered right then the 
Psalm 69:9 passage.  Rather it means that after they had thought 
about it after the fact.  In OT zeal = jealous!

This story is a perfect example of the difference between the law of 
God becoming the heart of worship or becoming legalistic.  It was not 
right to bring Roman coins into the temple that had engravings of 
gods upon them.  So a business was set up to exchange coins - from 
those that could not be used to those that could be used.  Because 
there was no other bank close by, the money changers could and did 
extract a profit from the exchange.  What could have been a service 
to the body became a way of profiting from the body.  Same with 
sacrificial animals.  Explain scam.

But Jesus’ zeal did not go away from the temple.  Rather, the temple 
itself changed.  From one central place in Jerusalem to the people of 
Christ themselves!  When Jesus said he would raise the temple in 
three days, he was referring to himself and his resurrection. (v. 22)  

Don’t you know that you are God’s temple and that 
God’s Spirit lives in you?  1 Cor. 3:16 NCV

The “you” is plural.  You ALL are God’s temple!  The zeal of Jesus for 
his house has not changed.  Now it is his zeal for you as a body of 
Christ, filled by His Spirit.  It is so much more than a place or a 
building!  Yet, we continue to think of church as a place.  We struggle 
to think of church as a living room, or a conference room, or a 
fellowship hall, or a movie theatre.  But all these places could be the 
church IF the people of God meet there.  Today this living room is the 
church of God because YOU are here!

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 

household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 
in whom the whole structure, being joined together grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord.  In him you also are being 
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built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.  
Ephesians 2:19-22 ESV

At Church Requel, we need to be about the body of Christ and not 
get bogged down into the place of the church.  FWIW, too many of 
our newer churches have gotten bogged down financially for this 
very issue - thinking of the need of the church as a place.  That 
people in the community will think more highly of us or place more 
confidence in us because of the building we are in.  THIS IS A TRAP!  
May we always be MORE CONCERNED about the Spirit of God 
being in us than us being in a building identified as a church!

CHURCH REQUEL WILL BE:

#3: _________________________________________________

I don’t mean by this that we will have a cross in our auditorium 
someday, though I would not be opposed to this.  What I mean is 
that we will never shy away from the importance of the crucifixion of 
Christ as our only means of salvation.  We will never tire of talking 
about it.  We will never be ashamed of it.  We will never put it on the 
back burner as a theological discussion.  It is our very reason for 
existence.  We agree with the Apostle Paul, who wrote:

It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs from heaven. 
And it is foolish to the Greeks, who seek human wisdom.  

So when we preach that Christ was crucified, the Jews are 
offended and the Gentiles say it’s all nonsense.  But to 

those called by God to salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, 
Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. This 

foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human 
plans, and God’s weakness is stronger than the greatest of 

human strength.  I Corinthians 1:22-25. NLT

Let’s break this down.  Paul had some experience preaching.  He 
knew how people would respond to his message, depending on his 
audience.  If he were preaching to a Jewish audience, they would be 
offended by the concept of the Messiah having to die on the cross.  
The Messiah was the one who would bring political freedom to the 
the Jewish captives.  The very idea of the Christ being crucified was 
“a stumbling block.”

The Gentiles - non Jewish people - thought the idea of a Savior 
being crucified was simply nonsense.  Only a foolish idea because 
only a fool - a criminal - would be crucified.  Certainly someone who 
couldn’t even save himself could not save anyone else!

The Jews wanted a sign - a miracle.  The Greeks wanted wisdom - a 
philosophy.  Paul said he didn’t offer either of these... all he had was 
the very power of God and the wisdom of God - he only preached 
Christ crucified.

What does our society want?  Entertainment?  A show?  Success?  
The big deal?  Solutions?  Relevance?  Many preachers are doing 
lots of things to attract a crowd.  Not all of it is good.  Certainly not all 
of it is the gospel.

A CHURCH OF THE CROSS
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At Church Requel, we will be a church of the cross.  Like Paul, we 
will preach Christ and Him alone.  Christ crucified as THE 
SOLUTION to life’s problems.

HERE’S THE QUESTION:  “Do we really believe that Christ is the 
power of God and the wisdom of God?  Or do we believe it is Christ 
“PLUS”?  Christ plus financial planning.  Christ plus education.  
Christ plus good government, good decisions, good church, good 
family, good devotions, good disciplines.

Paul really spells it out for us by describing this as “this foolish plan 
of God.”  Can we just be honest?  None of us, were we in God’s 
shoes, would have chosen to do what God did.  None of us would 
have given up the most precious love in our lives so that our creation  
could have a relationship with us.  It seems foolish to us.  And 
because it seems foolish to us, we sometimes dismiss or discount 
this power of God.  We forget that the most fool thing in God’s mind 
is wiser than the highest thought we could ever have.  And we forget 
that the weakest God could ever be is still stronger than we could 
ever be.

So the question we face as a church right now, during one of the 
greatest economic difficulties faced in our lifetime, greater than any 
economic problem since the depression - and maybe ever... we’re 
not out yet... is what do we do, how do we live, what do we teach as 
a church?

I believe the greatest help we can be to others, the greatest 
inspiration we can have as Christ followers, is to be authentic true 
worshippers of God - preaching Christ crucified, loving one another 
as the body of Christ, and focusing on the God’s Word.  Pretty basic 
stuff today.  But the basic stuff is what Church Requel will be all 
about.

Let’s pray.


