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Becoming – 04.26.09 

Introduction - New Series “What does love got to do with it?”  
Tina Turner #1 Song in 1984:
• Tina’s first song on the charts was 1960 “A Fool In Love”
• 24 years to the exact week.  (Longest span at that time.)
• Tina was 45 years old, making her the oldest to place #1 single

Over the next five weeks, we’ll be asking same question as we study 1 
John.  Becoming / 5-3 Acting / 10 Abiding / 17 Overcoming / 24 Attesting

Remember basic lyric: “What’s love but a second-hand emotion?”  John 
writes the word “love” 46 times in 1 John (5 chapters / 105 verses)

CHALLENGE - Read through entire letter every day.  Takes 17 minutes.  
(Give away 1 John CD - The Message, read by Mac Powell of 3rd Day.)

READ – 1 John 3:1-8 

The love of God is MUCH MORE than a 2nd hand emotion!

“Behold, what peculiar, out-of-this-world kind of love 
the Father has bestowed on us...”  1 John 3:1 

(Warren Wiersbe  - Bible Exposition Commentary)

God’s love for us is unique. While we were his enemies, God loved us 
and sent His Son to die for us!  More than 2nd hand emotion in 3 ways:

Because of God’s LOVE . . .

I. What we are:   _______________________________________ .

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 
called children of God; and so we are... Beloved, we are God’s 

children now.”  1 John 3:1-2a

Emphasis on the “now.”  
This is not something we will become. What does this mean?  For 
one thing, ACCESS!

Tell Story of Union Soldier, Tad Lincoln, and Abraham Lincoln.

Paul tells us same thing, but even more powerfully!

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom 

we cry, “Abba! Father!”  Romans 8:15

And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba!  Father!”  Galatians 4:6

Abba = Daddy.  Same word used by Jesus in Garden of 
Gethsemane prayer (Mark 14:36).  We have access to God the 
Father, because of God the Son’s sacrifice.  Like Tad taking us to 
President Lincoln, the Spirit takes us to the Father!

CHILDREN OF GOD
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II.   What we shall be:  ______________________________________.

“And what we will be has not yet appeared; 
but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 

because we shall see him as he is.” 1 John 3:2

What we will be...  We are BECOMING!  We are not yet in our final 
form.  In fact to understand what the Bible tells us, we are as far from 
our final form as the caterpillar is from the butterfly! 2 Questions:

WHEN?  when he appears.  The second coming of Jesus Christ.  
We don’t talk about it nearly as much as we should.  Two mistakes:  
(1) think about it too much; (2) think about it too little!  23/27 NT 
books refer directly to it!  We don’t know the time, but Jesus told us 
over and over again to be ready!  Every day could be THE day!  

THAT’S WHY... Our citizenship is not here.  It is in heaven!

“Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like 

his glorious body.”  Philippians 3:20-21a

“We shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trumpet.”  1 Corinthians 15:51-52

WHAT WILL WE BECOME?  We shall be like him.  How like him?

“For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality.” 1 Cor. 15:53

“It is sown in dishonor: it is raised in glory.  It is sown in 
weakness; it is raised in power.  It is sown a natural body; 

it is raised a spiritual body.” 1 Cor. 15:43-44

• Doesn’t wear out... imperishable
• Doesn’t die out... immortal
• Doesn’t sin out... raised in glory
• Doesn’t tire out... raised in power
• Doesn’t black out...  raised a spiritual body.  We will know life 

greater than what we can experience in our five senses.  Not 
limited to “natural” but “spiritual.”  Yet, still a body.  Still human!

TRANSITION:  So far we have learned that WE ARE Children of 
God.  Nothing changes that.  Already accomplished by Christ.  We 
also know that WE SHALL BE like Him.  But we haven’t arrived yet.  
We know that is our future.    How do we get there?  /  What do we 
do between now & then?

III.  What we should be:  ____________________________________.

“Everyone who has thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is 
pure.”  1 John 3:3

How do we purify ourselves?  ἁγνός hagnós used only 8 times in 
NT means free from defilement or impurities, innocent, pure, 
blameless, holy, of God.  So... to purify ourselves would be to take 
away defilements that would not be pleasing to God. Stopping sin!

LIKE HIM

PRACTICING RIGHT LIVING
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John tells us five things we need to know about sin!

 1.  __________________________________________ 

“Sin is lawlessness.”  1 John 3:4

Sin is the deliberate breaking of a law which a man or a woman 
knows well.  Sin is to obey oneself rather than to obey God.

2.  ___________________________________________

“You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is 
no sin.”  1 John 3:5

When John the Baptist saw Jesus, he exclaimed:  “Behold, the Lam 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).  If the son 
of God appeared to take away sins, and we continue to sin, then we 
ourselves are working against the very purpose for which Jesus 
came into the world.  To sin is to bring back what he came into the 
world to abolish!

3.  ___________________________________________

“No one who abides in him keeps on sinning.”  1 John 3:6

Sin comes from a failure to abide in Christ.  (Two weeks from now an 
entire sermon on this!)  This is not something only for advanced 
Christ followers.  It simply means that so long as we remember the 
continual presence of Jesus in our lives, we will not sin;  it is when 
we forget His presence that we sin.

4.  ___________________________________________

“Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil 
has been sinning from the beginning.”  1 John 3:8a

Sin comes from the devil.  Barclay:  “The devil is he who sins, as it 
were, on principle... We sin for the pleasure that we think it will bring 
to us;  the devil sins as a matter of principle.”  A power hostile to 
God.  To sin is to obey that power instead of God.

5.  ___________________________________________

“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of 
the devil.”  1 John 3:8b

Sin is conquered by Jesus Christ destroyed the works of the devil.  
The son of God has broken the power of evil, and by his help that 
same victory can be ours.  

WHAT SIN IS

WHAT SIN DOES

WHY SIN IS

WHERE SIN COMES FROM

HOW SIN IS CONQUERED



4

One final thought:  Right Living Takes _______________________!

Notice how often the word is used in this passage:
• “Everyone who makes a practice of sinning...” 3:4
• “... also practices lawlessness.”  3:4
• “Whoever practices righteousness is righteous...” 3:7
• “Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil.” 3:8
• “No one born of God makes a practice of sinning.” 3:9
• “Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God.” 3:10

The primary difference between the Christ follower and the person 
who does not choose Christ IS NOT whether or not both will sin.  
They will.  (1 John 1:8)  The difference is THE CHOICE OF SIN.  The 
Christ follower, because of the power of Christ in his or her life has 
the choice NOT TO SIN.  Paul talks about this in Romans 6.  We 
were once “slaves to sin,” but now we “have been set free from sin.”

But this choice NOT to sin IS NOT AUTOMATIC.  It takes 
deliberate practice on our part.  This is why John talks so much 
about “practice.”  We don’t get it perfect, just as when we practice 
anything we make mistakes along the way.  

The question I leave you with today is this:  “What is the pattern 
of your life.  If you were to look at your life in as objective terms as 
possible... like a courtroom on trial... What would be the pattern of 
your life?  Are you (1) practicing sin?  Or are you (2) practicing right 
living?

The answer to this question tells you WHAT YOU ARE BECOMING!

THIS WEEK:  Think about what you are practicing.  
• What habits are you deliberately fostering that leads you to right living?
• What are you doing that helps you to think of Christ?  
• What are you doing to rely upon God’s strength?

ONE SUGGESTION:  Listen daily to the reading of 1 John.  Be reminded 
every day that God’s love IS NOT a “second hand emotion.”

PRAY.  
  

PRACTICE


