
We could not have a relationship with God unless...

“God showed his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
Romans 5:8

Theme #3:  ____________________________________________.
“God abides in us.”  1 John 4:12

“By this we know that we abide in him...” 1 John 4:13

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God abides in him and he in God.” 1 John 4:15

“Whoever abides in love abides in God, 
and God abides in him.”  1 John 4:16b

μένω  (sounds like minnow) remain, abide; (1) intransitively; (a) of someone 
or something remaining where it is remain in a place, stay, tarry (MT 
10.11), opposite ἐξέρχομαι (go away, depart); (b) in a more permanent 
sense dwell, live, lodge (JN 1.38);

Jesus:  “Abide in me, and I in you.” John 15:4 (ESV)

“Remain in me, and I will remain in you.”  (NIV)

Concluding Thought:  Abiding in God’s love is 
the whole reason behind our spiritual 
disciplines!

What would your stress test say about your experience of God’s 
love?  Are you “strong” and “well-capitalized”?  Can you “weather 
a downturn?”  Or do you need an “infusion” of God’s love?
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What’s Love Got To Do With It? - pt. 3

Abiding

“Behold, what peculiar, out-of-this-world 
kind of love the Father has bestowed on 

us...”  1 John 3:1 

Warren Wiersbe,
Bible Exposition Commentary

Theme #1:  ___________________________________________ .
“God is love.”  1 John 4:8 and 4:16

A.  Word study - Agape (not storge, eros, or philia):

B.  Word order - 

Theme #2:  ___________________________________________ .
“God sent his only Son into the world.”  1 John 4:9b

“In this is love, not that we have loved God, but that He loved us
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 1 John 4:10

“propitiation” = 

“For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, 
in order that he might become a merciful and high priest in service to God, 

and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.”  Hebrews 2:17 (NIV)

“...  to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”  (ESV)

“... to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.” (KJV)

GOD IS LOVE

WE ABIDE IN GOD’S LOVE

GOD LOVED US FIRST

Stress tests show 10 big 
banks must raise total 
of $75 billion


