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Abiding – 05.10.09 

Introduction - Continue Series “What does love got to do with it?”  
Tina Turner #1 Song in 1984.  Here is the opening lyric:

You must understand
That the touch of your hand

Makes my pulse react
That it`s only the thrill
Of boy meeting girl
Opposites attract

It`s physical
Only logical

You must try to ignore
That it means more than that

• Transition:  Today we are going to learn that “LOVE” indeed 
means much more than this and what this should do to us.

Becoming / 5-3 Acting / 10 Abiding / 17 Overcoming / 24 Attesting

READ – 1 John 4:7-21

Reading the letter from 1 John is very different than reading Paul or 
reading James.  There is a circularity to the letter, themes that get 
repeated over and over.  One theme that is repeated is...

Theme #1:   _______________________________________ .

“God is love.”  1 John 4:8 and 4:16

Two things we must note here. 

A.  Word study on agape - (not storge, eros, philia - watch study on 
Wednesday, May 13th).  unconquerable benevolence; 
invincible goodwill.  Unconditional love directed toward 
another NOT dependent on lovable qualities of object of love.  
A love of the will... a reasoned love... a decision to love.  It is 
the word most descriptive of Godʼs love for us.  Rarely used in 
ancient literature until Septuagint and NT.  Yet today in Greek 
language, most used word for love.  “I love you.” Hence the 
confusion in Tina Turnerʼs song.  MORE THAN PHYSICAL!

B. Order of words here is important.  God is love, NOT love is God.  
Yet all too often we make “love” our God.  We desperately 
want to be “in love” to “know love” to “be loved.”  But John 
tells us that God is love.  To know love means we must know 
God. (1 John 4:7b - Hold on to this thought until theme #3.)

GOD IS LOVE
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Theme #2:   _______________________________________ .

“God sent his only Son into the world.” 1 John 4:9b

“In this is love, not that we have loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 1 John 4:10

This theme is critical.  Religion is the search for God.  Christianity is 
God’s search for us.  It’s a relationship, not a religion.  And it’s a 
relationship that is started and completed by God!  

Our problem:  SIN!  Blocks us from relationship with God.

Propitiation ESV = “Atoning sacrifice” in NIV.  The writer of Hebrews 
explains this as a reconciliation (in the KJV).

“For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every 
way, in order that he might become a merciful and high priest in 

service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins 
of the people.”  Hebrews 2:17 (NIV)

“...  to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”  (ESV)

“... to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.” (KJV)

I don’t wish to make this a technical study into the word “propitiation.”  
What I want to make clear and what John shows us twice (also 2:2) 
is that we could not have a relationship with God UNLESS God first 
made it possible for us to take care of our sin problem.  God LOVED 
US FIRST.  As the Apostle Paul puts it...

“God showed his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8

Theme #3:  ___________________________________________.

This is the theme we see repeated so often in today’s reading.  

“God abides in us.”  1 John 4:12

“By this we know that we abide in him...” 1 John 4:13

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God abides in him and he in God.” 1 John 4:15

“Whoever abides in love abides in God, 
and God abides in him.”  1 John 4:16b

μένω   remain, abide; (1) intransitively; (a) of someone or something 
remaining where it is remain in a place, stay, tarry (MT 10.11), 
opposite ἐξέρχομαι (go away, depart); (b) in a more permanent sense 
dwell, live, lodge (JN 1.38); 

NIV’s use of the word “living,” while not technically wrong, doesn’t 
give the sense of remaining, staying, not departing from.

GOD LOVED US FIRST

WE ABIDE IN GOD’S LOVE
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Where do you suppose that John got this emphasis on abiding?  
From Jesus!  Remember our other reading today from the Gospel of 
John?

Jesus:  “Abide in me, and I in you.” John 15:4 (ESV)

“Remain in me, and I will remain in you.”  (NIV)

Jesus makes it plain that we will not bear fruit outside of him.  There 
is the sense of “remaining,” staying, not leaving.  Not going faster or 
slower, not trying to love or obey outside of God’s love for us 
expressed in Jesus to us through his Holy Spirit.

It had probably been decades since Jesus had spoken these words 
to John.  In his letter, he is not only reminding us of Jesus’ teaching, 
but he is also telling us something of his own experience!  

God’s love must be the experience of the Christ follower.  It is not a 
side benefit of being a Christian.  It is THE BENEFIT of being a 
Christian.  How often we miss the point.  
• Christianity is not a religion of doing things to please God, rather it 

is a relationship spawned by what God has done for us.  
• Christianity is not a matter of loving others so that God will love us, 

it is a matter of loving others BECAUSE God loves us.  This is 
John’s whole point...

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God...” 
1 John 15:7

Yet, we make loving one another a matter of duty, of obedience, of 
something we should do.  And indeed, it is that, but never separate 
and apart from God’s love for us.  If we attempt to love others without 
abiding, the our love will be:
• weak
• shallow
• self-serving
• based on reciprocity
• based on the object of love
• based on the feeling of love, rather than on the decision to love.

CONCLUSION:  So then, abiding in God’s love is the reason behind 
our spiritual disciplines.    The reason we focus on (a) Bible study, (b) 
prayers, (c) Sabbath, (d) solitude is so that we might remain, stay, tarry, 
abide and yes, ultimately live in God.  It is what we do so that we might 
remain in step  with God and that we might experience God’s love.  Then 
and only then will be be able to love one another and bear the fruit of the 
Spirit.  Not because you do anything besides remaining, abiding.

ANALOGY - This past week 150 examiners from the Federal 
Reserve performed STRESS TESTS on the loan portfolios of the 19 
largest banks in the USA.  These tests found out that some banks like 
JPMorgan, Goldman Sachs, and Bank of New York Mellon were strong 
and well-capitalized to weather a downturn.  Others, like Bank of 
America, needed and infusion of another $75 billion!

APPLICATION:  What would your STRESS TEST say to you about 
your experience of God’s love?  Are you “strong” and “well-capitalized” 
and can “weather a downturn?”  Or do you you need an infusion?


