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How To Bring Out the Best in Your Kids - Part 2 – 07.05.09 

Intro - We’re talking about how to bring out the best our kids.  It’s been 
well said that, 
• “the first half of our lives are ruined by our parents and the second half 

by our children.”  
• “Parents are the very last people who ought to allowed to have 

children.”  
• It does seem that “everybody knows how to raise children, except the 

people who have them.”

Without question it does take wisdom to raise a family:

 "It takes wisdom to have a good family, and it takes understanding to make it 
strong."  Pr. 24:3 NCV 

Fortunately, we have a guidebook.  God tells us in His word that if we do 
five things, it will bring out the best in our kids.  Last week we discussed:
1. Accept their uniqueness.
2. Affirm their value.  (Get a copy of that sermon!)  

Those of you who are not parents, this message still applies to you, 
because these same five principles apply to any relationship.  If you want 
to bring out the best in a friend, if you want to bring out the best in a 
husband/wife or boss/employee, do these same five things.  This week 
we’ll look at the last three principles.

3.  TRUST THEM WITH ___________________________.

Nothing brings out the best in people faster than having somebody 
believe in you and having somebody trust you with responsibility. Jesus 
pointed this out.  He said the way that we grow is by being given 
responsibility.

"Whoever can be trusted with a little can also be trusted with a lot... And if you 
cannot be trusted with things that belong to someone else, who will give you 

things of your own?"  Luke 15:10,12 NCV  

Wise parents know this principle.  People respond to responsibility.  Kids 
respond to responsibility.  We all need places where we can grow and be 
trusted and prove ourselves, develop and blossom.  One of the most 
important life skills is learning to accept responsibility.  The only way you 
can learn that life skill is by being given the opportunity to show 
responsibility.  

Jesus did this with His disciples.  He walked around with 3½ years with 
twelve guys.  Any psychologist would have told you that these twelve 
guys would have never gotten along or accomplished anything.  A bunch 
of fishermen, a tax collector (who was hated in those days), then Simon 
the Zealot.  He was like a religious terrorist, the PLO of that day.  He'd as 
soon stab a Roman in the back as anybody else.  And he's on the same 
team as Matthew the tax collector who represents Rome.  These guys 
were just a bunch of misfits.  But Jesus developed them.  He trusted 
them.  He gave them responsibility.  

Most parents who have been through the entire parenting process would 
say: "If I had to do it over, I'd do less for my kids and I'd teach them to do 
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more for themselves."  Why?  Because when we take responsibility for 
someone, we take responsibility away from that person.  

Obviously, as a parent, when your kids are very young, you are totally 
responsible for every area of their life.  They don't know how to feed 
themselves, clothe themselves, take a bath, anything.  But from the 
moment that child is born, you are weaning them from yourself.  The 
moment that child is born, you start the releasing process.  Your role is 
not to keep them dependent on you the rest of their life.  Your goal is to 
move them from total dependence upon you to independence to 
dependence upon God.  

Part of bringing out the best in your kids involves allowing them to fail.  
Our tendency is to protect our kids from failure.  It's natural.  We don't 
want them to fail.  We want to protect them from mistakes.  We don't 
want them to feel bad.  If they do fail we want to bail them out real 
quickly so they won't suffer.  

But what we're doing is preventing them from learning a valuable lesson.  
The truth is, in life everybody fails.  Nobody is good at everything.  The 
key is not, not failing in life.  It's learning how to rebound from it, learning 
resiliency.  

Did you know that overprotecting your children from failure is a form of 
rejection. When you don't give kids the opportunity to fail, then what you 
do is basically say, "You're not competent and I don't trust you. You can't 
handle it, so I'm going to do it for you because you're not good enough."  
That keeps the kids dependent upon yourself.

"We are each responsible for our own conduct."  Gal. 6:5 NLT

When your kids fail, don't let them blame anybody else.  Why?  Because 
we must all learn we're each responsible for our own actions.  That is a 
desperately needed truth today because we're living in a nation of 
victims. Everybody is a victim today!  It's all somebody else's fault. Any 
problem in your life.  It's the government's fault, the environment's fault, 
education's fault, heredity's fault, on and on.  But the Bible says we're 
each responsible for our own conduct.  In the long run we're far better off 
trusting our kids too much than we are trusting them too little.

4.  CORRECT THEM WITHOUT ______________________

We all need correction at times because none of us is perfect. The Bible 
tells us that God does this with us.  He corrects us. 

"For the Lord disciplines the one He loves." Hebrews 12:6 ESV  

If I don't discipline my kids it means two things:
1.  I'm willing to participate in their destruction

"Correct your children while there is still hope; do not let them destroy 
themselves."   Pr. 19:18 NCV 

It means I'm willing to set them up for failure.  If I don't take the time to 
correct my kids, if I don't teach them new habits, if I don't teach them the 
right way to behave, the right way to think, I'm actually setting them up to 
fail and be destroyed.  Even worse,
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"If you refused to discipline your son, it proves you don't love him..."  Pr. 13:24 LB

Refusing to take the time to discipline our children is evidence of a lack 
of love in our heart.  We don't think of it that way.  Sometimes we're just 
tired.  "I'm too tired; I can't fight another battle today."  That reveals we're 
not caring enough about the child.  We're putting our needs ahead of 
theirs.  We need to take the time to discipline our kids.

How can we correct them in a way without condemning them?

(A) Don't correct in anger.  

"Don't keep on scolding and nagging your children, making them angry and 
resentful.  Rather, bring them up with the loving discipline ... 

with suggestions and godly advice." Eph. 6:4 LB  

Honestly, when I'm frustrated and angry with my kids, it feels good to let 
out that frustration.  It feels good to jump all over them and get in their 
face.  I'm mad.  I'm angry.  I'm frustrated with what they've done.  So 
there's actually a release for me of my frustration.  To do that is an 
instant solution.  I get instant cooperation and obedience but it does 
nothing for the long term problem and it actually strains the relationship 
between me and my kids.  It's the wrong thing to do.  Rather than 
disciplining in anger, back away, calm down, get ourselves under control.  
Whatever way you use for your anger - get yourself calm and then come 
back and deal with the problem.  

(B) Watch your words.  

"Don't use harmful words... Use only helpful words, the kind that build up..."  
Eph. 4:29 GNB  

Harmful words create hurtful memories.  Those words that belittle our 
weaknesses and our faults and our failings, those words that are spoken 
in anger are like knives in the heart.  

The last point kind of piggy backs on this one because ultimately a child 
who feels unloved will get angry.  And an angry child will not respond in a 
positive way to any kind of discipline.  

5.  LOVE THEM ______________________________

Next to pointing our kids to God, I think the next most important thing we 
can do is to teach them that God loves them unconditionally.  Not only is 
He our Savior, but He loves us unconditionally.  You're loved, not 
because you earned it or deserved it or are good enough, but because 
God loves you unconditionally.  Most of us have a really hard time with 
that.  Even though we talk about grace and about God's unconditional 
love and we say we know what that's like, because we haven't received it 
in the very core of our being the depth of the love God has for us, we 
aren't very good at giving it out to other people.  God wants us to spend 
some time with Him, letting Him love us, letting us understand how much 
we are loved and in turn give that unconditional love to our kids.

How can we show God's unconditional love to our families? 
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2 practical ways to show God’s unconditional love to our family:

A.  Forgive them as He has forgiven us.  Forgive your kids in the 
same way He has forgiven you.  

"Be kind and loving to each other, forgiving each other just as God forgave you in 
Christ."  Eph. 4:32 NIV  

I like God to forgive me.  It feels good.  I want God to forgive me.  I'm not 
always ready to give that same kind of forgiveness to other people.  
Parenting requires massive doses of forgiveness.  You're in a position all 
the time that you forgive your kids for things that they do.  In parenting, 
you're going to have to forgive as you've been forgiven, even when they 
deserve the worst thing you could think of.  Forgive as you have been 
forgiven.

B. Never give up on your child.  Believe in him no matter what he’s 
done.  

"If you love someone... you will always believe in him, and always expect the best 
of him..."  1 Cor. 13:7 LB  

"Love knows no limit to its endurance, no end to its trust, no fading of its hope; 
it can outlast anything."  1 Cor. 13:7 Phillips  

We can face just about anything if we know somebody believes in us.  If 
we know somebody has faith in us, somebody thinks we're great, 
somebody thinks we're going to make it, you can hang on.  Families are 
to do that.  We're to give that kind of love to our kids.  

Romans 8 details all the things that cannot separate us from the love of 
God.  It's unconditional.  It's a forever bond with us. No stupid mistake on 
our part, no dumb decision, no period of rebellion, no overwhelming 
doubt, nothing can separate us from that forever bond with God, our 
Father.  As parents we are to develop that same kind of love for our kids.  
No matter what stupid thing our kids do, no matter how many times they 
walk away, we believe in them.  We give them that unconditional kind of 
love.

CONCLUSION:  I don’t know if you realize it or not, but as we’ve gone 
through these five actions, these are the same five things your heavenly 
Father does with you.  He...  Accepts your uniqueness... Affirms your 
value... He trusts you with responsibility... corrects you without 
condemning you... and He loves you unconditionally!  The bottom line in 
parenting is that God wants you to treat your children the same way He 
treats His children.  

You may be feeling frustrated, guilty, a little hopeless, a failure in some 
areas.  You may feel like giving up.  My best advice to you is this:  You 
can’t do this on your own, in your own power.  Human loves runs out.  
You need God’s love.  If you pray to Him, He will give you the wisdom, 
and power, and energy, and love... and emotional stamina... to be the 
kind of Mom or Dad that He created you to be.  But you need to be 
plugged in to God.  He’s ready to help.  He’s ready to step into that gap, 
anytime and any where.  You just need to ask Him.

PRAY.


