
1

Rich Man, Poor Man – 09.06.09 

Intro -
When you think of think of the church, what comes to mind?  Do you 
think of the great and historic church that despite all the obstacles and 
missteps has remained true to its mission?  Do you think of the church 
as the beautiful and radiant bride of Christ, whom Jesus loved so much 
that he gave his life?

Or when you think of church, do you think of much smaller things.  Do 
you remember a time when you were not treated so well by the people of 
the church?  Do you recall when a leader failed in a humiliating and 
public way?  Do you think of the mistakes and the missteps?  Maybe for 
you, the church is not so great and radiant and you wonder how Christ 
could ever love it so much.

What I’d like to do over the next several weeks is to talk to you about the 
church, to remind you of what the Bible has to say about the church, and 
then to think about our church, Church Requel.

Consider that the church is at its most attractive and its most 
effective when it is Requel and not Prequel or Sequel.  Let me 
explain.  
• Prequel - the 1500 years before Christ when relationship with God and 

relationship with man is defined by law keeping and regulations
• Sequel - the 2000 years since Christ when church has added other 

things to Christ’s and the apostle’s teachings.  We might call it Christ 
PLUS.  PLUS tradition.  PLUS culture.  PLUS philosophy.

• Requel - we return to the very earliest church, when “church” wasn’t 
even always used as a word to describe the body of Christ, which met 
from house to house and in the temple courts.

Over the course of the next several weeks, we will be reminded of how to 
be “Requel” and not “Prequel” or “Sequel.”  Today we start with one of 
the earliest teachings found in the epistle of James 2:1-10, which talks 
about one of the very first SEQUELs in Church History.

READ James 2:1-3 NCV - My dear brothers and sisters, as believers in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ, never think some people are more important than others.  
Suppose someone comes into your church meeting wearing nice clothes and a gold 
ring.  At the  same time a poor person comes in wearing old, dirty 
clothes.  You show special attention to the one wearing nice clothes and 
say, ‘Please sit here in this good seat.’ But you say to the poor person, 
‘Stand over there, or sit here on the floor by my feet.’”

Beware of showing _______________________________.

NIV = “don’t show favoritism.” ESV = “show no partiality.”  But the 
NCV gets to the SEQUEL idea that had already crept into the church: 
“never think some people are more important than others.”  It could 
be by how they dress, what they bring to the church in the way of 
money or talents.  In the church James is talking about it was a 
financial distinction.  But it could be ANY distinction that we would 
give to ANY man or woman by how we would respect one person 
into our midst more than another.  Frankly, we tend to respect the 
person MOST who is MOST like us.  And so we build a church of 
people, not who seek most after Christ, but who are most like us!

FAVORITISM
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What was Jesus’ way? He did not respect persons.
“Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, 
and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by 

appearances.”  Matthew 22:16 ESV

This is a remarkable statement in the Bible, because it was not made by 
Jesus’ fans.  It was not his disciples saying this.  It was the disciples of the 
Pharisees and the Herodians.  These were Jesus’ religious and political 
enemies.  They wanted to trap Jesus.  Yet even they acknowledged that Jesus 
was not a respecter of persons.  He was not “swayed by appearances.”

But what do we do?  We tend to judge people

by their _________, not their _____________.

When someone new comes into our midst, do we tend to think of 
them only by what they have done in the past or do we see the 
potential in the human soul redeemed by Christ, empowered by 
the Spirit, becoming the man or woman that God created?

by outward ____________________, not inward __________.

We look only skin deep... or maybe not even that far!  Maybe 
only clothing deep!  But God does not judge a man by what he 
looks like on the outside, but on what he truly is inside!

This is not a new problem.  But it is very much a SEQUEL 
problem!  We almost lost Saul/Paul that way!  

“When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all 
afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple.” Acts 9:26 NIV

The church that James is writing to was showing “special attention 
to the man wearing fine clothing,” giving a preferential seat!  

ASK:  who gets the preferential seat in our midst?  The one who 
has prayed the most?  Or the one with the best job?  The most 
influential person?

What’s the end result?  ____________________________
“Then you are guilty of creating distinctions among yourselves and of making judgments 

based on evil motives.”  James 2:4 GNT

Did you know that the cry to end discrimination and segregation 
comes NOT from the NAACP but comes first and foremost from the 
Word of God!  NIV =  ‘have you not discriminated among 
yourselves?”  The Message =  “haven’t you segregated God’s 
children?”  What does James have to say about this?  That these 
are judgments based on evil motives!

This is not the modern day favorite quote of the non-Christian to the 
Christian mistakenly saying we should never judge another.  We are 
to use wise discernment in how we deal with one another.  But it is 
never to be based on evil motives, evil thinking!

Perhaps our biggest problem is we treat the church as a club...

FUTUREPAST

HEARTAPPEARANCE

EVIL DISTINCTIONS
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A CHURCH:!! ! A CLUB:

The head of church is Christ  Head of club is president

Leaders are submitted to Christ     Leader is charismatic, popular

Value is always in relation to God   Value in what can they bring:
  talent, money, influence

Inclusive - all sinners         Exclusive - part of the click

Did Jesus die for them too?            Are they like us?

Organism         Organization

Summary:  Our tendency is to think first of our experiences in 
school, government, work, social lives and then apply that to 
church.  THAT’S SEQUEL THINKING!  Instead we must learn to 
think of the church as God thinks of the church and change our 
thinking and our experiences to what God’s Word teaches us!

Then James just gets REAL PRACTICAL about this...

Besides everything else, it’s just ___________________!
“Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the poor in this world to be 

rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who 
love him? But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag you into 

court?Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear?”
James 2:5-7 NLT

It’s never a good idea to forget God’s perspective!  What does 
Jesus tell us about the poor?

• “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matt. 5:3

• “... The poor have the good news preached to them.” Matt 11:5
• Jesus tells the rich man “to give all possessions to poor.” Mt 19:21
• The Spirit of the Lord “anointed [Jesus] to preach good news to the 

poor.” Luke 4:18
• Jesus to the disciples: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is 

the kingdom of God.” Luke 6:20
• “When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 

the blind.” Luke 14:13

Yet within 3 decades the REQUEL idea of valuing the poor was left 
behind for the SEQUEL idea of valuing what people could contribute!  

It’s a historical fact that much of the rise of Christianity in the first two 
and a half centuries was among the wealthy and aristocratic.  It was 
so easy to move from “who could provide a place for us to meet,” to 
“these wealthy people are more like who we want in church!”

REQUEL IDEA: A CHURCH, NOT A CLUB!

NOT A GOOD IDEA
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And here was the irony:  It was the wealthy taking advantage of 
the courts in the first place.  Many scholars think that this entire 
passage is not so much about the assembly as in the church for a 
place to worship BUT RATHER the assembly as in the church for a 
place to judge Christian brothers.  Public courts were known to be 
corrupt and subject to the bribery of the richest.  

“Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag you into court?” James  2:6

The whole point of the court within the church is for it to be a fair 
place of judgment.  Yet even here you allow the rich to take unfair  
advantage!

Ultimately, we come to the mission of our church and of all the 
church:

Part Two of our Mission:  __________________________
“You do well when you complete the Royal Rule of the Scriptures: ‘Love others as 

love yourself.’ But if you play up to these so-called important people, you go against 
the Rule and stand convicted by it.” James 2:8-9 The Message

The royal rule is the golden rule: “Love others as you love yourself.”    
Our mission is to be a community loving God and loving people.  
How can we best love people?  
• By treating people within the church with the same love and 

acceptance with which we would like to be treated.  
• By valuing people the way God values them and not the way our 

society may devalue them.
• By focusing NOT on what makes us different from someone else, 

but on what makes us the same -  our need for Christ, for his 
forgiveness, for his grace, for his redemption, and for his 
regeneration to become the glorious creature of the all-powerful 
and all-loving Creator.

Pray.

LOVING PEOPLE


