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LOST Part 6: The Other - 03.07.10 

Intro:  Tonight we wrap up the LOST series.  Over the last six weeks we 
have had fun using both the LOST TV series and Luke 15 to learn some 
of the most important lessons that Jesus taught.  Tonight is no exception.  
Those who have watched the LOST TV show know that at the end of 
season one, the plane crash victims discover that they are not alone on 
the island.  There are “others.”  These “others” seem to know all about 
the island with its mysteries and secrets.  And rather than being helpful 
and welcoming, these “others” are anything but.  

Now, at last, we come to the whole point of Luke 15.
Itʼs important to remember the framework of Luke 15.  How did it begin?

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.  
And the Pharisees and scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and 

eats with them.’” Luke 15:1-2

We have the tax collectors and sinners on the one side, hanging out with 
Jesus and wanting to know him and hear from him, and we have the 
religious insiders, the Pharisees and the scribes on the other side, 
criticizing Jesus and with their criticisms keeping people away.  

Axiomatic: unless we work hard to prevent it, we in the church can 
become the religious insiders.  We can become critical of anyone 
who shows Jesus to the sinful.  In a word, we can become “Others”.

What do I mean by this?  We can become religious insiders.  We know 
the secrets and the mysteries.  We have this special relationship with 
God.  (And hereʼs where it can get real tricky for us...) Instead of us 
becoming more like Jesus, sharing his passion for the LOST, and 
pointing other people to become more like Jesus too... we somehow fall 
into the trap of forcing people to become like us.  You want to know 
Jesus?  Then you must think like I think.  You must believe as I believe.  
You must worship as I worship.  You must like what I like!  And instead of 
becoming a LOST and Found person saved by grace, ever thankful, ever 
grateful, ever more and more like God in his love and longing for the 
LOST, we become insiders to ourselves, others who are not in our 
church become outsiders, and we become the “OTHERS” to them.  We 
lose the mind and heart of God for a LOST world.  Isnʼt that what 
happened in Luke 15?  

Read Luke 15:25-27.  The older son was obedient.  He was faithful.  He 
was “in the field.”  Means he was probably hot and sweaty and 
exhausted.  Why?  Because he was about his fatherʼs business!

But meanwhile, what is the father doing?  He never walks outside, but 
that he looks down the road for his younger son.  His mind, his heart, his 
passion is for his younger LOST son!  The older son doesnʼt share any of 
that.  He does the work of his father, but doesnʼt share the mind of his 
father!  We can be exactly the same way in the church. 

Notice that when the son drew near to the house, he had to ask one of 
the servants what was going on.  In other words, the servants know more 
about the father than the son does.  Let that not ever be true of us!
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Think about it.  God says he will share his mind with us.  He reveals 
Himself to us.  Gave us His Word.  Gave us His Son.  Gives us His Holy 
Spirit.  Hereʼs my question for you:  Are you so in touch with God, that 
you share his mind, his heart, his passion, his strategy for the LOST?  Or 
when the party happens, someone comes to faith, are you left asking, 
“Whatʼs going on?”

We read that the older son was not only ignorant but also angry.  v. 28.  
We may be quick to criticize, but we should be careful.  For grace is 
scandalous.  It is offensive.  It gives what is not deserved to the 
undeserving.  Grace forgives the unforgivable.  Grace makes peace with 
our enemies.  Itʼs one thing to forgive if forgiveness is sought - but then 
hold back.  Be wary, cautious, vigilant, watchful.  Grace dispensed Godʼs 
way forgives completely and forgets entirely.  Beyond forgiveness, grace 
restores.  Itʼs unfair.  It is outrageous to our sense of justice. Itʼs vulgar to  
our sense of legitimacy.  It shipwrecks our sense of morality.

Our heavenly Father pursues _BOTH_ the prodigal and the other.
“But he was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated him.”

Luke 15:28

Word Study: “entreated” (ESV) = “pleaded” (NRSV, TNIV, NIV, NASB) 
= “begged” (NCV, NLT) = “appealed” (NET)

παρακαλέω (109x), verb: παρα - “alongside of”  καλέω - “to call”

This is the verb form for Paraclete, the word Jesus used to describe 
the Holy Spirit in John 14:16,26; 15:26; 16:7, and described as the 
Helper, Counselor, Advocate, and Comforter.  Here lies an important 
clue.  Being a partner in Godʼs plan for the LOST is unnatural and 
impossible on our own.  Our normal, natural selves will somehow 
twist Godʼs grace for ourselves from undeserved to deserved.  Weʼll 
naturally become judgmental of others.  But God does not only 
pursue the LOST, he pursues the LOST & Found!  He keeps on 
working on you and me, especially in terms of our expectations.

In our relationship with God, we have WRONG EXPECTATIONS.

Mark Twain: “A thing long expected takes the form of the unexpected 
when at last it comes.”  We think we know God and His love, but 
then we become a Christian and we find our expectations not met.
We get confused about Godʼs love for us in two primary ways:

  We think God loves us BECAUSE OF OUR PERFORMANCE.
“but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, 

and I never disobeyed your command...’” Luke 15:29a

The odd thing about this is that no one coming to God, repentant, 
sorrowful, convicted, wrong believes this.  We all marvel in Godʼs 
grace at first.  But then something odd happens to us as we walk in 
Christ.  Itʼs instinctive.  I feel I must do something in order to be 
accepted.  The truth is: There is nothing we can do to make God 
love us more.  There is nothing we can do to make God love us less.

“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8
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Not because we would become faithful, obedient, loyal followers.  
What was true when we became Christ-followers is still true today.

“For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” Eph. 2:8

 
This relationship with God based on performance rather than 
grace is nothing new!  The 4th century N. African monk, Augustine, 
wrote this prayer:  “Grant what thou commandest, and command 
what thou dost desire.”  Another monk from Britain named Pelagius 
had no problem with the last part; God is sovereign.  He objected to 
the first part, “Grant what thou commandest.”  Pelagius interpreted 
correctly that Augustine was asking for Godʼs help to be able to do 
the things that God asked.  Pelagius argued that humans should 
need no help from God to do what God asked for God would never 
ask that which humans could not do.  In other words, grace has 
nothing to do with it.  Man has inherently within himself the ability to 
live without sin.  Free will, properly exercised, produces virtue.  
Pelagius was condemned as a heretic.

Eugene Peterson draws this contrast.  Pelagius was urbane, 
courteous, convincing, and liked by everyone.  Augustine 
squandered away his youth in immorality, had a strange relationship 
with his mother, and made many enemies.  Yet Augustine started 
from Godʼs grace and got it right, whereas Pelagius started from 
human effort and got it wrong.  Augustine passionately pursued God; 
Pelagius methodically worked to please God.  Peterson goes on to 
say that Christians tend to be Augustinian in theory but Pelagian in 
practice.  I might say Augustinian in coming to Christ, but Pelagian in 
remaining with Christ.  Another way we get Godʼs love wrong...

  We think God shows his love to us BY HIS PERFORMANCE.
“... yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my 

friends.”  Luke 15:29b

No where do we see more false expectations than when it comes to 
our expectation of how God shows his love to us, once we become 
his child.  At first we are overwhelmed with His mercy (not giving us 
what we do deserve) and His grace (giving us what we donʼt 
deserve.)  But as time goes on, we wonder why God sometimes 
seems so far off?  Especially when we are in trouble.

“Why, O LORD, do you stand far away? Why do you 
hide yourself in times of trouble?” Psalm 10:1

God is never away from us.  He never abandons us.  Nothing can 
separate us from Godʼs love.  But we will not always FEEL his 
presence.  Sometimes we feel alone. Why?  Because this is how our 
faith grows.  Itʼs one thing to believe in God when we know Heʼs 
there.  Itʼs another thing entirely to believe when we donʼt feel Him.

Even if we get past the point where we expect physical gifts from 
God, or always to know He is there, weʼre surprised by trials that 
come our way for the very reason we are Christ-followers!

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you.”  1 Peter 4:12
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But this too is part and parcel of the Christianʼs relationship with the 
Lord.  We donʼt like to talk about it, and in avoiding the topic we do 
ourselves a great disservice, but suffering is part of the Christian 
walk.  Paul considered suffering for cause of Christ to be a privilege:

“... that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may 
share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.”  Philippians 3:10

And when our expectations with Godʼs love are not met, either 
because we think we must perform a certain way to earn Godʼs love 
or because weʼre disappointed that God doesnʼt perform the way we 
expect, we will, like the older brother...

In our relationship with LOST, we have MISPLACED AFFECTIONS
“But when this son of yours came,... Luke 15:30

We stop identifying with the prodigal, with the lost, with the sinner, 
with the person who is different than us.  Our affections are 
misplaced - only upon those who love us, those who are like us, 
those who please us.  You may ask, “Is it wrong to love those who 
love us?”  Certainly not.  But what about the Jesus challenge: “If you 
love only those who love you, what benefit is that to you?  Do not even 
sinners do the same?” (Luke 6:32)  How can I love in a most 
revolutionary way?  How can my affections be based NOT ONLY 
upon my natural instincts, BUT ALSO on the way God loves.  My 
friends, there is only one way, and that is through the power of Godʼs 
Holy Spirit, actively coming along side of you and reminding you...

for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.” 
Luke 15:32

Conclusion:  It really does come down to the “us” and the “them.”  So 
long as we see “them” as different than “us,” we will never love the way 
God had in mind.  And the danger is so great that we will indeed become 
the “Others.”  That we, both individually and corporately, become the 
older brother.

We love these parables of the LOST sheep, LOST coin, and LOST son 
because we identify ourselves with the LOST and love the fact that God, 
our heavenly father LOVES so much.  But we should not miss the 
warning.  Jesus told this parable as a response to the criticism of grace.  
We never want to be there.  

LOST people matter to God, and therefore they should matter to us.  
This is a core value of Church Requel, at least as long as God grants me 
breath.  I hope you believe the same way.

But donʼt expect it to be easy.  There will always be Pharisees and 
scribes among us.  If we hang out with the LOST, if we go to places 
where the LOST go, if we talk about the things that the LOST like to talk 
about... if we are loved by the LOST and, in turn, love the LOST -- then 
we will receive the same grumbling criticisms that Jesus did.  And Iʼm OK 
with that.  Weʼll be in good company!  May it be said of the people of 
Church Requel: “They receive sinners and eat with them.”


