
II. Allocate _________________________________________.
“And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, 

because it had no moisture.” vs. 6

“And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, 
receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, 

and in time of testing fall away. ” vs. 13

The shallow soil - ______________________________

III. Eliminate _______________________________________.
“And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it.” vs. 7

“And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, 
but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches 

and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.” vs. 14

The soil with weeds - ______________________________

Three types of weeds:
 

 

IV. Cooperate ______________________________________.

"The seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, 
who hear the word, retain it and by persevering produce a crop."  vs. 15 (NIV)

The good soil - ___________________________________ 

"Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says!"  
James 1:22 (NIV)
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Relax... Youʼre Among Friends
Weʼre glad youʼre here! We plan to 
celebrate Christʼs love for seventy-
five minutes tonight and we hope 
youʼll sing, pray, laugh and learn 
along with us.  Are you worried 
about the rules - when to stand, 
when to sit, what to say?  
Concerned that you might be 
embarrassed?  Donʼt be!  Weʼve 
worked hard to make our time 
together informal and easy-going.  
So sit back, relax, grab some coffee 
and enjoy the service.  You are 
definitely among friends here at 
Church Requel.

Info Card 
Inside this program youʼll find a 
green Info Card.  Would you do us 
the favor of filling it out top to 
bottom? We will keep you posted on 
whatʼs happening at Church Requel. 
Drop off your card in one of the 
offering baskets as you exit. Thanks!
Prayer Requests and Praises
Do you have something youʼd like 
us to pray about?  Later in the 
service our pastor will direct our 
prayer time, and weʼd be happy to 
pray for your need.  Just fill out the 
peach prayer request card and drop 
it in the basket on the communion 
table.  

Starting This Week: 
Learning to Hear Godʼs Voice.  

Have you ever wondered why you donʼt hear 
God speak to you more often?  Is God simply 

silent?  Or is it possible that we arenʼt really 
listening?  Over the next four weeks we will 

learn the attitudes we need to develop to hear 
God speak to us.  This is a topic that is of wide 
interest to your friends and family.  (Think of all 

the movies involving someone hearing from 
God!)  Why not invite someone next week!

http://www.ChurchRequel.org
http://www.ChurchRequel.org


CR Brightened Christmas
I'm still riding high as I think about 
the great feeling of watching our 
church in action.  Twenty-eight 
people showed up on December 
23rd to give away much needed 
presents to four families struggling 
to make ends meet.  We met at the 
Mid-Ohio Parking lot and then all 
bundled into our cars and vans to 
caravan from home to home.

One woman told us she had been 
battling cancer for 7 years, but had 
just received the all-clear report 
from her doctor.  The good health 
news, though, came at the price of 
her family's finances.  She wept as 
she watched us bring in two dozen 
packages and told us that this was 
the best Christmas ever.

Another fellow, standing by the door 
watching the Church Requel group 
walk by with one present after 
another, shook his head and said, "I 
didn't think anybody ever did this 
kind of thing anymore."

We met another family of three 
living in a motel room.  When asked 
if we could pray for them she told us 
that she couldn't think of anything - 
all her prayers had been answered. 

In another case, the family's 
greatest need was a kitchen table 
and chairs.  One of our parishioners 
with a big heart volunteered that he 
and his wife owned a spare table 
stored down in their basement.  His 
wife said that we couldn't possibly 
give the table and chairs away in 
their current condition, so she spent 
the week before Christmas 

reupholstering all the chairs - so 
they could be given away!

At each home we prayed with the 
family and sang a Christmas carol.  
Then we gathered outside so that 
Steve Thoman could talk us through 
the directions to the next house.  I 
probably should have listened more 
closely to those directions instead of 
taking pictures.  At one point our van 
of six was driving the wrong way on 
Route 30.  I know it was the wrong 
way because we weren't even 
supposed to be on Route 30! 

It is absolutely true that it is better to 
give to receive.  One man receiving 
gifts last night told Steve over and 
over again, "Thank you."  Steve 
replied correctly: "You don't 
understand.  You are blessing us!"  
December 23rd was just plain fun.  
We all grew so much closer to one 
another, experiencing God's love 
and God's grace in a shared and 
very personal way.

Perhaps the greatest pleasure of 
being a pastor is watching the 
people of the church take on the 
responsibility of ministry and do far 
more than anything the pastor 
himself could come up with. Thanks 
to everyone who participated!

- Pastor Mark 

Leadership Meeting
This coming Thursday evening, 
January 7th, at 7PM will be the first 
board of directors meeting for 2010.  
We will meet at Church Requel 
World Headquarters - in Pastor 
Markʼs basement office.  Please 
pray for us as we make decisions 
for the church.  Thanks!

Learning to Hear Godʼs Voice
January 3, 2010
Part 1

How to Hear God Speak
(Luke 8:4-15)

"Jesus said.... `He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear!'" (vs. 8b) 

*  The Farmer - God 
*  The Seed - His Word 
*  The Soil - My Mind 

How do I hear God speak?  I must...

I.  Cultivate ________________________________________.

“A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and 
was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it.” vs. 5

  
“The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes 
away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.” vs.12

The hardened path - ______________________________

Three causes:
 

 

“Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly 
accept the word planted in you, which can save you.” James 1:21 (NIV) 


