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How God Talks To You - 01.10.10 

Intro - Continuing series “Learning to Listen to God.”  Last week 4 
attitudes to hear God speak: 1) Cultivate an open mind; 2) Allocate time 
to listen; 3) Eliminate Distractions, and 4) Cooperate with what He says.

Story of My Worry and Godʼs Answer!
Job 33:14: "God does speak, sometimes one way and sometimes another, 

even though people may not understand it."  (NCV)

God wants to communicate with you because you can't have a 
relationship without communication.  God wants to have a relationship 
with you.  He wants to talk to you.  He's created you with that capacity to 
hear His voice.  God is not limited to how He speaks to us.  Bible 
examples - burning bush, a cloud, angels, pillar of fire, a donkey!  Today 
we’ll examine the four (4) most common ways God talks to us.

I.  God speaks through _________THE BIBLE____________.

"The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is useful to teach 
us what is true and make us realize what is wrong in our lives. . . It is God's way 

of making us well prepared at every point. . ."  2 Tim. 3:16 (LB)

Circle "by inspiration".  The word literally means in Greek, "God 
breathed."  That means that the Bible is absolutely reliable.  There is no 
other book in the world that is reliable like this book.  It can be counted 
on.  It will guide you, correct you, comfort you, help you.  But if you don't 
ever get in it, how can God talk to you?  This is why it's so important to 
have a daily quiet time where you set down for 5, 10, 15, 20 minutes -- it 
doesn't matter the amount of time -- and you talk to God in prayer and 
you let God talk to you through His word.  If you're not doing that on a 
daily basis, you're missing the number one way God wants to talk to you. 

Story:  Jesus at the Court House Steps

Story:  Bible is like Car “Owner’s Manual”

Bible can be intimidating book.  Written over 1500 years.  2,000 years 
old.  Lots of translations. 40 different authors.  (One Author).
Suggestions for help:   #1 - Have a support group (Online community.)
#2 - One Year Bible - 15 minutes a day!
#3 - 30 Days to Understanding the Bible by Max Anders
#4 - Zondervan HANDBOOK to the Bible

II. God speaks through ______GIFTED TEACHERS_______.

Have you ever sat in a church service and felt like God was speaking 
directly to you, that nobody else in the audience mattered, that God was 
speaking directly to your heart? He was.  At that very moment God was 
speaking through a gifted teacher to tell you what He wants to say to 
you.  God often uses other people to share His word with us. 

"When we preached to you, you didn't think of the words as being just our own, 
but you accepted it as the very Word of God -- which, of course, it was -- 

and it changed your lives. . ."  1 Thess. 2:13 (LB) 
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After a message people come up to me and say, “How did you know?”  
I’m not smart enough to know everything that is going on in your lives.  
But I serve a God who knows you intimately.  Before every service, each 
time I sit down at my computer to write, I pray that the Lord would show 
me what He wants me to say.  And He does.

But the Holy Spirit often goes way beyond my own words.  I’ve had 
people tell me what I’ve said to them in a message.  Then I’ve gone back 
through my notes or listened to the audio... and I’ve never said it.  But 
that doesn’t mean they didn’t hear it!

"We do not speak in words taught by human wisdom, but in words taught by 
the Spirit, as we explain spiritual truths. . ."  1 Cor. 2;13 (GN)

This is why it is so important for you to go to church regularly.  Don’t ever 
miss!  Even on vacation, I’ll look for a church.  Because I believe that 
God has a message in mind for me.  But I have to show up.  And I have 
to have the right attitude to hear.  Every week you should start the 
service by praying, “God what do you have for me tonight?  I want to 
hear you speak to me.”

III.God speaks through _______IMPRESSIONS__________.

He puts ideas in our minds.  When God puts an idea in your mind we call 
that inspiration.  "I was inspired.  I got a creative idea."  Where do you 
think that creative idea came from?  It came from the creator!  God is the 
creator.  When you are being creative you're being most like God.  We're 
made in God's image. God's the creator, human beings have the ability 
to be creative. When God puts an idea in your mind we call it an 
inspiration. When the devil puts an idea in your mind we call that a 
temptation.  So He's trying to speak to you. 

"The Holy Spirit. . . will be your teacher and will bring to your mind 
all I have said to you." John 14:26 (Ph) 

"Bring to your mind" means He gives us impressions.  He gives us ideas. 
He gives us hunches.  He gives us these gut feelings.  God often does 
this.  Some of your most brilliant ideas weren't yours. They were God's.  
God was giving them to you.  A brilliant business idea, a brilliant family 
idea, a brilliant relational idea, a brilliant financial idea.  Where do you 
think you got some of those ideas?  God, who loves you, who cares 
about you, who infinitely interested in all the details of your life.  It didn't 
feel like God because it's so natural.  You were made to receive ideas 
from God.  A lot of the things you think up, you're just not that smart 
either.  God gives you those ideas. 

There's a lot of confusion about how we receive impressions from God.  
Next week we're going to spend an entire message on it. We're going to 
look at how to receive inspiration, how to receive impressions from God.  
Then I'm going to give you how to test impressions from God. How to 
evaluate them to figure out whether they're really from God or a bad taco 
last night and it's indigestion. 
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There are two extremes you need avoid when thinking about 
impressions:  one is the rationalist, the other is the mystic. 

#1 - The rationalist denies God ever speaks to us through the mind.  
God only speaks through the Bible, never gives you any impressions. 
#2 - The mystic thinks that every impression they get is from God.  
That's obviously wrong too. 

I feel sorry for both of these extremes.  
#1 - The rationalist, misses out on God's counsel, God's comfort, God's 
care, God's concern, God's challenges and guidance in the ways of 
life.  They miss it all.  
#2 - the mystic tends to make a lot of stupid mistakes and they 
embarrass themselves.  They say, "God told me to do this," and then 
they go bankrupt.  What happened? You missed God.  

What about the “religious fake” on TV?  Can’t have a counterfeit 
without there being something genuine.  False teachers mean there are 
genuine teacher.  False prophets means there are genuine prophets.  
Satan doesn’t counterfeit anything that doesn’t already exist.  

"God speaks again and again, in dreams and visions at night when deep sleep 
falls. . . as people lie on their beds.  He opens their ears in times like that, 

and gives them wisdom and instruction."  Job 33:14 (GN) 

Why would God speak through dreams and visions?  Because when we 
are asleep we are at our most relaxed and most receptive.  Weʼre not 
distracted.  Our defenses are down.  So take advantage of this.  Use 
your time right before sleep as a quiet time.  And ask God a question.

Warning:  Always _____TEST______ impressions!

Never make a decision on an impression alone.  You need to test that 
impression.  Next Sunday I'll give you the seven ways to test an 
impression.  It always has to match what the Bible says.  If you ever get 
an impression that is opposite to what God said in the Bible, I guarantee 
that it's not from God.  God never contradicts what He's already said. 

IV.God speaks through ____________PAIN______________.
"Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make us change our ways."  

Proverbs 20:30 (GN)

We don't change when we see the light.  We change when we feel the 
heat.  None of us really like to change and so we fear what it might do to 
us.  We fear change and we don't change until the pain becomes greater 
than the fear of change.  Once the pain is greater than the fear, we 
change.  God is so interested in speaking to you and so interested in 
having a personal relationship with you and loving you and you loving 
Him and being able to talk about everything, He will even resort to this in 
order to get your attention. Everyone of you know this one by 
experience.  Not all pain is God speaking to you.  Not every little hurt, 
ache, and pain that you have is God.  But some of it is.  And God often 
has to use pain in order to slow us down to get our attention. 

 
"I used to wander off until you punished me; now I closely follow all you say. . . 

The punishment you gave me was the best thing that could have happened to 
me, for it taught me to pay attention to your laws."  Ps. 119:67, 71-72 (LB)
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Pain gets our attention.  It's God's hearing aid. God whispers to us in our 
pleasures.  But He shouts to us in our pain.  Pain is God's megaphone.  
When you're hurting God is saying, "Hey!  There's somebody here who 
wants to help!  You can depend on Me.

Conclusion: Why Is It Important To Hear God's Voice? 

1.  It _______ASSURES ME I’M IN GOD’S FAMILY________.
The proof that you really know Jesus Christ, that you have a relationship, 
is that you hear God speak to you.

"Jesus said. . . I know those who are mine and they hear my voice."   
John 10:14, 16 (Ph)

If you've never heard God speak to you, if you've never sensed His 
speaking to you in your heart and in your mind, you have every reason to 
doubt that you're really a true believer, that you're in the family of God 
and that you're on your way to heaven.  You have every reason to doubt 
it because Jesus said "Those who are Mine hear My voice." You may 
know about God, but you don't know Him.  Some of you know about 
Jesus, but you don't really know Him.  You have a religion not a 
relationship.  You may have gone to Sunday School or catechism as a 
kid and you're here in church every week but you don't have that 
relationship. 

2.  It ________PROTECTS ME FROM MISTAKES_________.
"God speaks. . . causing them to change their minds, and keeping them from 

pride. . . and from falling into some trap."  Job 33:17-18 (LB)

If you listen, God will warn you in advance and you'll avoid a whole lot of 
mistakes in life, if you really start tuning into God.  He'll tell you. 

 
3.  It ______IS THE SECRET OF A PRODUCTIVE LIFE_____.

"The person who shares my life and whose life I share will be fruitful."  
John 15:5 

 
The more I depend on God's guidance, the more successful I am. 
Success is knowing God's will and being right in the center of it.  If you 
want to make an impact with your life, if you want to be effective, it's real 
simple, tune into God and do what He tells you to do.

God is speaking, God wants to speak to you, He'll use many different 
ways -- these are the four most common but He'll use other ways too.  
Why does God go to all that trouble to talk to us? Because He loves you.  
Because you matter to Him.  Because you are important.  He created 
you not just to take up space on this earth.  You were made to have a 
relationship with God and if you don't ever establish it you'll die missing 
your very purpose for living.  You will miss the very reason you were 
created.  He wants to have a relationship with you. Some of you have 
sensed God speaking to you today.  What does God have to say to you 
today?  

"Today, if you hear God's voice speaking to you, do not harden your heart 
against him." Hebrews 3:15


