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How to Recognize God’s Voice - 01.17.10 

Intro - Continuing series “Learning to Listen to God.”  Last week 4 ways 
God speaks to us: 1) Bible, 2) Gifted Teachers, 3) Impressions, 4) Pain.  
Today I want to come back to Impressions.  Lot of confusion.  How do we 
know that an impression is really from God?  

Impressions from God are not always as clear as they were in the 
movie, Evan Almighty.  Take a look. <Run movie clip - 0:45.>

When you or I sense an inward impression that we think could be from 
God, we need to realize that it could be from God, but it also could be 
just our own inward leaning.  It could even be Satan talking to us!  How 
do we know the difference?

"Don't always believe everything you hear just because someone says it is a 
message from God; test it first to see if it really is!" 1 John 4:1 (LB)

Circle the “test it first!”  Today I want to share with you seven different 
ways to test impressions.  If an impression is really from God it will pass 
ALL 7 TESTS!  If it fails in even one way, it is not from God.  They form a 
filter and they're all inter related.  You can't pick and choose. If an 
impression does not pass all seven of these tests you know it's not from 
God.  You can disqualify it. On the other hand if you apply these seven 
tests to an idea or impression that you've got and it passes all seven, you 
can know with absolute certainty you've heard from God.

1. Does it agree with ___THE BIBLE___?  God never contracts His 
written word!

"Heaven and earth will pass away but my words will never pass away."  
Lk. 21:33 (GN) 

God will never tell you to violate anything in this book.  Never. God will 
never tell you to ignore or disobey anything in this book.  He doesn't say 
one thing one time, and another thing another time.  God is consistent.  If 
He said it in the past, He's going to say it in the future.  He is always 
consistent.  He is never inconsistent.  The Bible tells us very clearly, "Pay 
your taxes" so God is not going to give you the impression... "the 
government wastes your money anyway so just cheat,  lie about it 
because they're not going to use it the right way anyway."  God would 
never tell you that.  We always get into trouble when we doubt God's 
word, when we don't listen to what it says.

"Even if an angel should preach a different `gospel' than this 
let him be eternally condemned!"  Gal. 1:8 (NIV)

Most of God's will for your life is already right here in this book.  You don't 
even have to pray about it. Just do what it says.  Some asks me "Do you 
pray about going to church?" No, I don't.  I don't pray about tithing, I just 
do it.  I don't pray about telling other people the good news, I just do it.  
Because it's right here in God's word.  When you build your life on this 
book, you're going to ask the right questions.  If you don't build your life 
on this book, you're going to miss God's will much of the time. 
So the first step is to check it out.  It's better to memorize it.  Then God 
can bring those verses to mind. 
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2. Does it make me more ________LIKE CHRIST_________?
"In your lives you must think and act like Christ Jesus." Phil 2:5 (NCV) 

Jesus is the standard by which we measure everything we do.  God says 
very clearly in the Bible that His goal for your life is to make you like 
Jesus. To be godly. To have character, to have love, joy, peace, patience, 
all the qualities that Jesus had -- in your life.  He would never tell you to 
do anything that contradicts or would hinder you from reaching that goal. 

"If you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition. . . such `wisdom' doesn't come 
from heaven. . . but is of the devil. The wisdom that comes from God is . . . pure, 

peace loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy, impartial and sincere."  
James 3:14-17  (NIV)

Very practical.  Filters for godly living.  Envious?  Selfish? Promote 
yourself.  Instant gratification? Instant fame?  Instant comfort? Not from 
God!  What does godly impressions look like?  Is it pure? If you have an 
impure thought, it obviously is NOT from God!  Is it peace loving?  
Ideas from God promote peace more than conflict.  Is it considerate? 
Does it take others into account?  What would this idea do to others? 
Would it hurt them? Harm them? Build them up or tear them down? 
Encourage or discourage? Is it submissive? If itʼs really from God, 
youʼre not going to be bragging or arrogant.  You canʼt be self-righteous, 
egotistical and putting everyone else down.  Is it full of mercy?  Is it an 
idea that causes you to be more filled with grace towards other people 
and less judgmental?  Is it impartial? Does it favor you over others?  
God can see past our own self-bias.  Is it sincere? Without hypocrisy.  
Genuine.  More like Jesus?

3.  Does my _________CHURCH FAMILY_______ confirm it?
When you become a Christ-follower, you not only get a new relationship 
with God, but with His people.  God never intended for you to go through 
difficult decisions alone.  God wants you to get advice from more mature 
Christians.  Proverbs 12:15 - “Smart people get advice.  Fools donʼt!”  
Fools act on their own intuition.  

"God's intent is that through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 
made known."  Ephesians 3:10 (NIV)

If God has really spoken to you, He will confirm it through other 
Christians.  We have a big problem today with accountability.  Everyone 
wants to do their own thing, live without confirmation, counsel, or 
guidance. Three different times in Proverbs (11:14, 15:22, 24:6) God 
says that in a multitude of counselors there is safety! 

"The wisdom of the righteous can save you."  Proverbs 11:9 (GN)
When in doubt, check it out! We need to be open to the checks, the 
counsel, the correction of mature believers, pastors, Christian leaders, 
other people in the church who have been believers longer than we 
have.  If you don't do this then typically you're going to make a lot of 
unnecessary mistakes in life.

4. Is it consistent with how God ____HAS SHAPED ME___?
"We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works 

which God prepared in advance for us to do." Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)

Before you were born God planned your life. God made you for a 
purpose.  You're not here by accident.  You're here for a reason.  That 
reason is a purpose and God designed you specifically for that purpose.
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Design of a chair.  Design of a microphone.  Design reveals purpose.  
You were designed a certain way.  We call that SHAPE.
Spiritual gifts, Heart (passions), Abilities, Personality, Experiences.  
When you get an impression from God, you should ask, “Is is consistent 
with how God has shaped me?”  God would not have you do something 
for which he has not shaped you.

Example - God will not ask me to be a mechanic.  What are you good 
at?  What do you love to do?   

"God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well. . ."  
Romans 12:6 (LB) 

5. Does it concern _________MY RESPONSIBILITY______?

If it's not your responsibility why in the world should God talk to you 
about it?  In John 21, Jesus is talking to Peter and He tells him how he's 
going to die.  He explains that he's going to have to suffer for being a 
Christian.  Peter, very inquisitively, turns around and points to John the 
Apostle and says, "What about that guy?  How's he going to die?"

Jesus: “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You 
follow me!” John 21:21

In other words: "It's none of your business!  Don't worry about it." I only 
have to worry about what's going on in my life, I don't have to worry 
about God's will for your life.  When you listen for God to speak to you, 
you need to listen for God to speak to you, not your son or your wife.  
You need to say, "What is God's will for me?" Listen for yourself!

"We will all be judged one day, not by each other's standards, or even our own, 
but by the judgment of God. . . it is to God alone that we shall have to answer 

for our actions."  Romans 14:10, 13 (Ph)

You need to be very careful when you think God's told you about 
something, somebody else should do.  It's very dangerous.  A lot of well 
meaning Christians, well intentioned but also presumptuous, have 
caused enormous amount of damage because they thought God was 
talking to them about what somebody else should do. “You're going to 
get well.” “Invest all your money with me.” “Your secret sin.” 

We all have direct access to God. God can speak directly to each of us 
through Jesus Christ, His son.  You need to be very, very careful about 
saying "God told me to tell you to do..."  Every believer has a direct 
access to God and you have enough handling your own sins / life much 
less worrying about anybody else's. God can take care of that. 

Does it ever happen.  Yes, rarely.  2 qualifications.  1. God uses you to 
confirm what Heʼs already said to them.  2. God usually does it without 
you knowing.  (no ego that way.) 

6. Is it convicting rather than _____CONDEMNING_______? 
Conviction is from God, condemnation is from the devil. Conviction 
points the way to change, condemnation just makes you feel bad.  When 
God convicts you of sin in your life it is always specific.  He says, Here's 
an altitude, behavior, or something in your life that needs changing. 



4

He'll be very specific and put His finger right on it.  "You're blowing it in 
this area."  He will be very specific. On the other hand, condemnation 
which comes from the devil, is very vague and very general and 
basically says, "You're bad. You're no good.  You're worthless.  You stink.  
God could never use you.  Forget ever trying to be a Christian."  He's 
very general. So if you have this very general sense of guilt that's 
condemnation.  Conviction always leads to confession, repentance and 
then forgiveness and the feelings leave.  Conviction comes from God, 
the Holy Spirit.  Condemnation comes from the devil and you need to 
recognize the difference. 

"If we confess our sins to him, God can be depended on to forgive us 
and cleanse us from every wrong."  1 John 1:9 (LB) 

He wipes the slate clean.  God does not hold grudges.  On the other 
hand, if you still feel guilty about something you've admitted to God that 
was wrong and you've asked Him to forgive you for it and you still feel 
guilty after you've confessed it, that guilt is not from God.  It's from 
Satan.  Satan minimizes your sin before you do it, "It's no big deal!" and 
after you do it he will maximize it after you confess it. “Youʼre worthless.”

"Satan is the accuser of believers."  Rev. 12:10 (NIV) 

7. Do I sense ___________PEACE______________ about it?
“God is not the author of confusion."  1 Corinthians 14:33  (NIV)

So if you're feeling confused, itʼs not coming from God. It may be coming 
from yourself or other people, but not God.  If you feel pressured and 
overwhelmed and driven to make a hasty decision, a major decision in 
life, and you're very pressured to make it, question it.  That's not the way 
God works.  There's not one single example in the Bible where God 
says, "Rush!" to a major decision. Not one.  So question it. The Bible 
says God is patient.  God would rather have you make the right decision 
than have you make the quick decision.  We even say that when you're 
considering coming to Christ.  Take the time to make the right decision.  I 
believe if you listen to what God has to say, you will inevitably come to 
the right conclusion that you need to give your life to Christ and live your 
life the way God made you to live, fulfilling your purpose. Example -  Do 
you want your kids to feel stressed out, pressured?  No.  Neither does 
your heavenly Father.  Satan drives us compulsively while God's spirit 
draws us compassionately, gently. 

"Let the peace of God rule in your hearts..."  Colossians 3:15 (NIV)

If God is genuinely speaking to you and you think this idea is from God, 
it's going to bring peace to your heart IF you follow it. God's Spirit 
produces a calm spirit.  Worry and anxiety are never from God.  Never.  
In the Bible it says, "Don't worry!"  (Luke 12:29) We are commanded not 
to worry!  If you get an idea that is a worry, it's not from God!

Conclusion:  Nothing more vital than to hear from God.  You are wired 
to have a relationship with God, to hear from the Creator.  On major 
decisions you need to hear from God.  God does not play games with 
you (like Evan Almighty).  He wants you to know His will.  The secret?  
Know Him better and better every single day.

Pray.


