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LOST Part 2: Search Party - 02.07.10 

Intro - Continuing our LOST series.  What are some of the things we 
learned last week?
• Who are the LOST?  Those whoʼve lost relationship with God.
• Everyone is included in the LOST!
• Some are both LOST and FOUND.  But for the grace of God...
• LOST people matter to God and therefore matter to us.

This week I was reading the story of those who LOST family members 
in the 9-11 tragedy.  In the immediate aftermath when loved ones would 
show pictures of their LOST family members, they always used the term, 
“MISSING” instead of LOST or DEAD.  Whatʼs the difference?  Love!

That what characterizes these 3 LOST stories in Luke 15.  The love of 
the one searching.  Last week we considered the shepherd who left 
the 99 sheep behind and searched for the one lost sheep.  Today we 
consider the 2nd story of the woman who lost one coin.

READ Luke 15:8-10  The Parable of the Lost Coin
8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not 

light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And 
when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, 
there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

Consider:
• While sheep was lost due to its own foolishness, coin was lost because 

of foolishness of another.  We donʼt look to cast blame upon the LOST.
• One coin represents 10% of family savings.  Not content with 9/10.
• Jewish girls would receive HEADBAND OF 10 COINS - like a wedding 

ring today.  There is value beyond the appearance!
• No Comme ci, comme ça attitude of woman.  She... a) lights a lamp, 

b) sweeps the house, and c) seeks diligently.  
How can we have this same “seeking diligently” attitude at CR?

TEN FACTS THAT MOTIVATE ME TO JOIN THE SEARCH

1.  IF I WANT TO BE LIKE JESUS, ____MY____ LIFE MISSION MUST 
INCLUDE ____HIS______ LIFE MISSION.

  Jesus prayed to the Father: “In the same way that you gave me a mission in the 
  world, I give them a mission in the world.”  John 17:18 (MSG)

One of the most incredible things about Jesusʼ prayer in John 17 is 
that we learn that we have the same life mission as Jesus.  If we 
want to be more like Jesus, then we also LIKE JESUS will want to 
join the search!

2. JESUS ___EXPECTS_________ ME TO CONTINUE HIS MISSION.
The 5 Great Commissions of Jesus: 

 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age."  Matt. 28:19-20 (NIV)
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 “You are to go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone, 
everywhere.”       Mark 16:15 (LB)

“With my authority, take this message of repentance to all the nations, 
beginning in Jerusalem: There is forgiveness of sins for all who turn to me.” 

 Luke 24:47 (NLT)

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."   John 20:21 (NIV)  

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth."       Acts 1:8 (NIV)  

We cannot honestly read the New Testament and NOT have the 
understanding of seeking the LOST, both corporately and individually

3.  SHARING THE GOOD NEWS IS MY ____RESPONSIBILITY_____.
  “Telling the Good News is my duty - something I must do. And how terrible it 

will be for me if I do not tell the Good News.”  1 Cor. 9:16 (NCV) 

No guilt here.  What is the purpose of a job description?  So both I 
and my boss have a clear understanding of what I am supposed to 
do AND not supposed to do.  Each one of us, as a Christ follower, is 
cleared to tell the good news of Jesus in our lives.  We donʼt have to 
keep it to ourselves.  We donʼt have to seek permission.  “How 
terrible it will be for me...” No one likes to keep good things a secret.  
Many times in Jesusʼ ministry he said, “Donʼt tell anyone.”  But not to 
us.  In fact, sharing the good news is not only my responsibility..

4.  SHARING THE GOOD NEWS IS A ______PRIVILEGE__________.
“And God has given us the privilege of urging everyone to come into his favor 
  and be reconciled to him… This is the wonderful message he has given us to 

tell others. We are Christ's ambassadors.”  2 Corinthians 5:18b (LB)

No one likes to be the one to deliver bad news.  Everyone likes to 
deliver good news!  The fact that Jesus calls us “friend,” that God 
refers to himself as our “Abba - Pappa - Daddy” and refers to us as 
his children, the fact that the Holy Spirit Himself lives with us and 
teaches us daily IS GOOD NEWS.  

And of all the possible ways God could have given to deliver this 
good news - miracles, by force, with angels... he chose to allow us - 
to give us the privilege of sharing the good news.  In fact, there is 
real power in this good news!

  “I am proud of the Good News, because it is the power God uses to save 
  everyone who believes…”       Romans 1:16 (NCV)

5.  I’M ___GRATEFUL____ FOR WHAT JESUS HAS DONE FOR ME.
  “Remember that in the past you were without Christ… You had no hope, and 

you did not know God.”     Ephesians 2:12 (NCV)

A man who has hope is thankful.  And gracious.  Shares good news.
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  “For I have a great sense of obligation to people in our culture and to people 
in other cultures…”     Romans 1:14 (NLT)

Can you conceive of someone knowing that all is not lost, that there 
is hope, and then keeping that hope to himself?  Isnʼt the hero in the 
movies the one who say “hang in there... Help is coming!”

  “For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for 
all…”    2 Corinthians 5:14 (NIV)

Easy to get confused here.  NOT our love compels us... but Christʼs 
love.  Do we open ourselves to Christʼs love, not just for ourselves 
but for those around us?  What better way to say “thank you” to 
Jesus?

6. BECAUSE PEOPLE ARE ___HOPELESS____ WITHOUT CHRIST.
  “Jesus is the only one who can save people. His name is the only power in the 

  world that has been given to save people. We must be saved through him."
      Acts 4:12 (NCV)

We have the tendency to read this through todayʼs PC terminology.  
Itʼs politically correct to be tolerant of other peopleʼs different views.  
So to say Jesus is the only one or the only power can be twisted to 
seem intolerant.  Itʼs not intolerant.  It is merciful.  Consider it this 
way.  You are a doctor.  You have a patient who will die UNLESS you 
administer one particular kind of medication.  You know this.  Your 
patient does not.  Would you feel the doctor was being tolerant if he 
didnʼt give the correct medication?  Think physics, not philosophy. 

  "Anyone who calls on the Lord will be saved. But before people can ask the 
Lord for help, they must believe in him; and before they can believe in him, they 

must hear about him; and for them to hear about the Lord, someone must tell 
them.”  Romans 10:13-14 (NCV)

There is an order here.  Do you see it?  Tell... hear... believe... ask.

7. BECAUSE GOD WANTS ___EVERYBODY___ SAVED! (Luke 15)
Itʼs easy to get lost in the theological debate between Godʼs 
sovereignty and manʼs free will.  Some would say that if God wanted 
all men to be saved, then because of His sovereignty they all would 
be saved.  While completely affirming Godʼs sovereignty, the 
Bible also tells us...

“God wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”
       1 Tim. 2:4 (NIV)

  “God does not want anyone to be lost, but he wants all people to change 
  their hearts and lives.”  2 Peter 2:9 (NCV) 

The message of Luke 15 is that God desires to save all men.  He 
wants all people to change their hearts and lives.  His favorite 
number when it comes to the LOST is one!  We dare not make 
judgments of who is or who will be saved.  Thatʼs Godʼs role.  Our 
target audience is everyone we meet!
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8. GOD’S ____TIMETABLE_______ FOR HISTORY HINGES 
 AROUND US COMPLETING OUR MISSION!

  “The Good News about God's kingdom will be preached in all the world, to 
every nation. Then the end will come.”     Matt. 24:14 (NCV)  

  "They asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
  Israel?’ Jesus replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 

has set by his own authority.  BUT you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

  Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’”      Acts 1:6-8 (NIV)

We donʼt know why God chooses to do what He does, or the way He 
chooses to do it.  But when it comes to the question of the end times, 
Jesus told us that the “when” is NOT our business, but the “what” is 
our business.  And the what... is to be witnesses.  Notices he didnʼt 
say experts, or theologians, or Bible experts.  Witnesses.  Telling 
what we know.  Sharing our personal experience.  Everyone can do 
that!

9. I WILL _____BE GLAD______ WHEN I SEE PEOPLE IN HEAVEN.
  “I tell you there is much joy in heaven when one sinner changes his heart.” 

        Luke 15:7a (ICB)
Imagine the joy you will have when someone comes up to you in 
heaven and tells you that you played a role in them being there.  
You invited.  You witnessed.  You lived a Christian life before them.  
Weʼll all give glory to Jesus for what he did... but we will share in the 
joy!  In fact, we read that there will be a great party!!!

10.  I WILL __JOIN THE PARTY_ WHEN I SEE PEOPLE IN HEAVEN.
“And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I have lost.’  Just so, I tell you,
there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

Luke 15:9-10

Do you see the significance of this in the story?  When the woman 
finds her lost coin, she calls together her friends and neighbors and 
they celebrate.  They rejoice!  Verse 10 is the payoff!  “Just so...”  
Heaven is going to be just like this!  Heʼs talking about the party!

Before the angels...  What does this mean?  Could it be that the 
angels are having a party?  Possible.  But why “before?”  I think it 
could mean that the party will be made up of humans and the angels 
are looking on, wondering, pondering the incredible grace of God 
that would make such provision for even one sinner who repents.

Conclusion:  This is what I want Church Requel to be like.  Consider our 
church as a SEARCH PARTY.  On the one hand we do what we do to 
search and seek other men and women.  We go out of our way to light 
the world with the good news of Christ.  We donʼt look at the money we 
spend as an expense, but rather as an eternal investment.   We know 
that some day we will have a joyous party together with all those who 
came to know Jesus because of you, because of me, because of CR.


