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LOST Part 5: Radical Love - 02.28.10 

Intro:  LOST TV show might be subtitled The Fatherless.  Each 
character seems to have a significant Father issue:
• Jack Shepherd - Nothing is ever good enough
• Kate Austin - abused, blows up house with father in it
• James Ford “Sawyer” - Father murders mom and commits suicide
• Benjamin Linus - Father is a drunk
• Hugo Reyes - Father just walks away when heʼs a kid. Eats a lot.
• John Locke - orphaned. Father shows up to con a kidney, pushes 

Locke out a high rise building and paralyzes him into wheelchair
Makes you wonder about the fathers of writers/producers of LOST!

Crisis of fatherhood in America (Affirm hope for single moms):
• 25 million children live apart from bio dad. One out of 3 (U.S. Census) 

Consequences of this father-absent (FA) society are grim:
• Children in FA homes 5x more likely to poor. 38.4% vs. 7.8%
• 90% of all homeless and runaway children from FA homes.
• 85% of all children with behavior disorders (20x the average).
• FA children 2x more likely to drop out of school
• Even in 2-parent home, where father relationship is poor, child 68% 

more likely to use drugs/alcohol than where relationship is good.
• 1.25 million child abuse cases in 2006 1/58. 61% cases neglect!

So when we come to this story of RADICAL LOVE from a father in Luke 
15, it understandably might fall on deaf ears.  Would be foolish for me in 
the extreme to believe in our audience were not victims of father abuse... 
where father absence would have been much preferred.  And now this is 
multi-generational.  No memory of when it was different.

 “The plague of fatherlessness is a painful inheritance of poverty and illness 
that is passed down from one generation to the next.”U of Texas Sociologists

As a result, like the characters on LOST, we too can be:
• searching always for true LOVE, but never really finding
• longing always for true ACCEPTANCE, but never really belonging
• performance driven, wondering if ANYTHING is ever GOOD ENOUGH
• angry, closed up, afraid, relationship-challenged

And it is for this very reason that tonightʼs message about RADICAL 
LOVE from our heavenly father is so critical, so important.  We must not 
base our belief in the love and compassion of our heavenly father on the 
basis of earthly fathers.  Even the best fall short. Rather we should base 
our hope on REALITY of Scripture, esp. Luke 15.

Source of this is Jesus. 28x “Son of God” in Gospels.  Reason for death - 
blasphemy (Jn 19:7), claimed to be Godʼs Son.  “Father sent me.” (Jn. 5:37), 
“Known me, known Father.” (Jn 14:7) “Seen me, seen Father.” (Jn 14:9)

Let me tell you what my Father is really like! (Luke 15)
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But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him... v.20
The picture of our heavenly father looking for us, waiting for us.  
Wondering if today might be the day that his son/daughter might be 
coming home.  Searching (sheep/coin) but yielding to freedom of child 
to choose.  We are not passive in our salvation.  Son could not surprise 
by showing up at door.  No need to knock.  Same way God Father 
looking, waiting, knows your heart.  

... and felt compassion... v. 20
No need to hesitate over repentance.  No fear of rejection.  No fear of 
absence! Some have this image of God just waiting to catch us in a 
mistake, who delights in their failure, a God waiting to “zap” them.  Not 
so... we have a God who felt compassion.  Others have this image of 
God as pure being, rational, logical, orderly, without emotion.  Not so!  
And he FELT... We have a Father God who has boundless emotions!

... and ran and embraced him and kissed him. v. 20.
Against social protocol for older man to run.  He must pull up his skirt. 
Breach of elderly Jewish manʼs dignity to run.  God is not concerned 
about how He will look.  
Not only not embarrassed to be with you, but canʼt wait to be with you!  
Wants to show you affection!  No matter the rags or the stench!

“Threw his arms around him.” “Hugged him” “Embraced him.” Most 
literal - “Fell on his neck and kissed him.” Hebraic expression Esau/
Jacob- Gen 33, Joseph /Benjamin- Gen. 45, Ephesians/Paul Acts 20:37

Ran to protect him.  The son had brought disgrace to the family AND 
the village.  According to Deut. 21:18-21, he should have been stoned 
to death.  Father throws himself around son to protect him.  In same 
way it is ONLY GOD who can protect us from what we deserve - Mercy

And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said... v.21
 

Two things we should understand here:
1. Son did verbalize his repentance.  Formal, rehearsed speech.  

Likewise, it is important we say the words.  Connection between 
feelings and intentions.  Commitment. Covenant. Promise.  Should 
not rest upon, “Well God knows how I feel.  He knows my heart.  
Donʼt need to say anything.”

2. Father cut him off from rehearsed speech.  Son didnʼt finish.  
Compare v.21 and v. 18-19.  Never got to “Treat me as one of your 
hired servants.”  Why?  Because Father DID know sonʼs heart.  Itʼs 
NEVER just the words.  Jesus told us over and over again that 
HEART MATTERS.

“Good people bring good things out of the good they stored in their hearts. 
But evil people bring evil things out of the evil they stored in their hearts. 

People speak the things that are in their hearts.” Luke 6:45
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APP - We can never rest upon the insurance policy that we “prayed the 
prayer.”  We use sinners prayer as a guide, but must always be a 
reflection of true repentant heart.  Evidence of heart?  What follows!  
The life lived fully devoted to Christ.

But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it 
on him... v.22

We canʼt fully understand this verse unless we view it in the absence of 
“Treat me as one of your hired servants.”  Almost as if Father knew 
what son was going to say and responded in love to show that 
relationship would never be other than father/son.  the best robe - 
whose would be the best robe in the home?  The fatherʼs own.  Not 
robe left behind. Not the robe of servant. Not the rags of slave. Not 
even the robe of guest.  But the best robe in the house.  A visual to 
everyone else about the Fatherʼs acceptance and protection.

... and put a ring on his hand ... v. 22
The ring was the sign of sonship and wealth and authority.  Pharoahʼs 
signet ring to Joseph Gen. 41:42;  Sign of wealth James 2:2; Sign of 
belonging.  The symbol of the family - son of the father.

... and shoes on his feet.  v. 22

Slaves donʼt wear shoes.  Not a hired servant!
“So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. 

Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own 
children. Now we call him, ‘Abba, Father.’” Romans 8:15 NLT

Do you begin to get the picture of relationship that God has in mind for 
you?  The love, the belonging, the family you have always wanted, but 
dared never hope for because of fear of disappointment - This is the 
Father God who loves us!  He desires that we be secure in his love.

What the son demanded (and we selfishly) was to be GIVEN his share.  
But now MAKE me your servant (humility) God responds by giving 
everything he could have ever wanted.  The issue, therefore, is NOT 
GODʼS WILLINGNESS, but our ATTITUDE.

And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate....  And 
they began to celebrate. v. 23-24

Not just any celebration.  Ancient Palestinians not meat eaters.  
Reserved for very special festivals.  The calf was being fed for just 
such an occasion.  The fattened calf would be enough to feed the 
entire village, not just family.  Suddenly everything else, all other 
celebrations were made secondary to the lost son coming home.  This 
is the delight of your heavenly father when you come home!

For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. v24
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“The Fatherʼs love and compassion is like NOTHING you have ever 
imagined or experienced.  Itʼs RADICAL!

“RADICAL” Love -  We often think of “radical” as extreme, excessive, 
fanatical, or as synonym for hip or cool.  eg. Heʼs rad!  Radical from 14th 
century Latin, Radicalis.  Literally means “from the root.”  Example 
“radish” - a root vegetable. “irradicate” - pull out by the root. “Radical 
surgery” - not a band-aid, but going in and cutting it all out. In botany, 
the radical leaves are the closest leaves to the root.  In chemistry the 
root unit of two atoms is what we call a “free radical.” - an unpaired 
electron - itʼs the simplest thing you can get, the root of a nucleus.  In 
mathematics the radical number is the root number, the radical sign is 
the square root sign. In linguistics, the radical word is the root word 
without all the prefixes or suffixes.

What we see here in the story of the Fatherʼs RADICAL love, is the very 
root of compassion, the very basis of mercy and grace.  Yes, itʼs 
extreme.  Yes, itʼs excessive.  But even more important, itʼs the very root 
of love, compassion, mercy and grace.

Remember who Jesus is speaking to in Luke 15.  Two groups - 
religious leaders and sinners.  Jesus is saying to both groups.  Next 
week, weʼre going to wrap up our LOST series by looking at what 
this means to us as a church, what it meant to the religious leaders.

Conclusion.  But tonight I want us to revel in this root compassion of our 
Abba Father as sinners saved by grace, as the LOST but found, as the 
once dead, but now alive.  

What is the root?  What is the RADICAL?  Does it change who we are 
and how we live?

With RADICAL root love, unlike the characters on LOST, we now can:
• stop searching always for true LOVE, because we have found it in God
• not longing for true ACCEPTANCE, but satisfied cause now we belong
• not perform. driven, wondering if ANYTHING is ever GOOD ENOUGH,  

instead LOVE DRIVEN to please our heavenly Father in OBEDIENCE
• not angry but please, not closed up but open to newness of life, not 

afraid but confident, not relationship-challenged but connected... 
wanting to really know people.

Video of Part 3 Prodigal Son by SkitGuys  
(Nate and band move into place. Steve takes away podium.)

Congregation sings, “How Deep the Fatherʼs Love”


