
In our relationship with God, we have WRONG EXPECTATIONS.

  We think God loves us BECAUSE OF OUR PERFORMANCE.
“but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, 

and I never disobeyed your command...’” Luke 15:29a

“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8

“For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” Eph. 2:8

  We think God shows his love to us BY HIS PERFORMANCE.
“... yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends.”

Luke 15:29b

“Why, O LORD, do you stand far away?
Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?”

Psalm 10:1

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you.”  1 Peter 4:12

“... that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may 
share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.”  Philippians 3:10

In our relationship with LOST, we have MISPLACED AFFECTIONS
“But when this son of yours came,... for this your brother 

was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.” 
Luke 15:30,32

Welcome to

a community loving God and loving people.

Visit our website: www. C h u r c h R e q u e l . o r g

March 7, 2010

Relax... Youʼre Among Friends
Weʼre glad youʼre here! We plan to 
celebrate Christʼs love for seventy-
five minutes tonight and we hope 
youʼll sing, pray, laugh and learn 
along with us.  Are you worried 
about the rules - when to stand, 
when to sit, what to say?  
Concerned that you might be 
embarrassed?  Donʼt be!  Weʼve 
worked hard to make our time 
together informal and easy-going.  
So sit back, relax, grab some coffee 
and enjoy the service.  You are 
definitely among friends here at 
Church Requel.

Tonight! LOST 6: The Other
This evening we wrap up the LOST 
sermon series!  Woohoo!  Can you 
believe it?  Six weeks have gone by 
since the beginning.  Tonight weʼre 
going to study the last part of Luke 
15 and ask ourselves some pretty 
tough questions about our 
relationship with people outside of a 
relationship with God.  What are our 
expectations of how we relate to 
God and how He relates to others?  
It should be a great study, so get 
your Bibles open to Luke 15:25-32.  

Info Card 
Would you do us the favor of filling 
out the green Info Card from top to 
bottom? We will keep you posted on 
whatʼs happening at Church Requel. 
Drop off your card in one of the 
offering baskets as you exit. Thanks!

Prayer Requests and Praises
Do you have something youʼd like 
us to pray about?  After our 
communion time, our pastor will 
direct our prayer time, and weʼd be 
happy to pray for your need.  Fill out 
the peach prayer request card and 
drop it in the basket on the side 
tables during communion.

White Donation Envelope
We appreciate your worship by 
giving tithes and offerings to support 
the ministry of Church Requel.  Use 
the white envelope in your program 
and drop in one of the offering 
baskets on the communion tables.

Music for Tonight
Hereʼs the lineup for tonightʼs 
service in case you want to find the 
music so you can worship through 
the week: (continued next page)
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http://www.ChurchRequel.org


• “Glory to God Forever” by Steve 
Fee

• “Cannons” by Phil Wickham
• “Everlasting God” by Chris Tomlin

Financial Update
For the first time since Church 
Requel started up, the normal 
operating expenses of running the 
church were higher than the 
offerings given in February.  Our 
budget is a modest $4,000 per 
month at this point.  Last month we 
received about a $1,000 less than 
that amount.
Consequently and with great 
reluctance, the leadership team 
decided to have Pastor Mark take a 
break from seminary for about six 
months.  We did not make any other 
reductions in our budget, but we are 
prepared to dip into our emergency 
savings, if needed, at the end of 
March.  We currently have $1,904 in 
savings.
So why take the space to write 
about this in our program?  Arenʼt 
financial matters of church a real 
turn off?  Well, it doesnʼt have to be.  
We recognize that some people 
have been turned off from the 
church because “all they ever talk 
about is money.”  We certainly donʼt 
want to make that mistake.  But we 
also donʼt want to make the mistake 
of not keeping everyone up to speed 
with whatʼs happening either.  
Balance and transparency is what 
weʼre striving for.
We know that a lot of folks are 
struggling right now with finances, 
especially in Richland County.  The 
rest of the country may be on the 
come back trail economically, but 

Mansfield is just in hiking mode - as 
in leaving town for better jobs.  This 
impacts all of us.
We have the opportunity to 
demonstrate faithfulness in Godʼs 
blessings and calling by being 
transparent.  We believe that 
Church Requel is Godʼs church 
entirely and that He will provide 
what is needed.
What do we expect you to do? 
Believe it or not, this isnʼt meant to 
be a plea for you to give more.  
Honestly, weʼre blown away by just 
how many of you give so sacrificially 
each and every week.  Your 
faithfulness is truly a blessing and 
an encouragement to our leadership  
team.  If you have the ability to give 
and God directs you along those 
lines, we wonʼt turn you away!
But our greatest desire would be for 
you to keep Church Requel and its 
ministry in your thoughts and 
prayers.  What we need more than 
anything else are more people 
coming to the church, coming to 
faith, and walking with Christ.  We 
want to be a community loving God 
and loving people... the more people 
the better!
If you want to know more details 
about the church finances, just ask.  
Our treasurer, Shaun Jourdan, will 
openly give to anyone who attends 
a detailed report of what comes in 
and what goes out.
We hope that February was just a 
fluke.  But we have been obedient in 
saving 10% each month for 
emergencies.  (We practice what we 
preach.)  Weʼll keep you updated if 
we need to use our savings. Thanks 
for reading!  Pastor Mark
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The Other

Now, at last, we come to the whole point of Luke 15.
“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.  

And the Pharisees and scribes grumbled, saying, 
‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’” 

Luke 15:1-2

Our heavenly Father pursues _BOTH_ the prodigal and the other.
“But he was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated him.”

Luke 15:28

Word Study: “entreated” (ESV) = “pleaded” (NRSV, TNIV, NIV, NASB)
= “begged” (NCV, NLT) = “appealed” (NET)

  παρακαλέω (109x), verb: παρα - “alongside of”  καλέω - “to call”

25 “Now his older son was in the field, 
and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing.    
26 And he called one of the servants 
and asked what these things meant.     
27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 
fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he 
was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but 
he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I 
never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I 
might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who 
has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for 
him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your 
brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’ ” Luke 15:25-32 ESV


