ARISE Part 1: What’s the Big Deal? - 03.14.10
Intro: In 3 weeks weʼll celebrate Easter, the day when Jesus rose from
the dead, the day of his resurrection. I believe itʼs critical that we begin
now to think about what this means to us. Some people are under the
misunderstanding that the Christian philosophy of loving our enemies,
turning the other cheek, taking care of widows and orphans - the social
aspect of Christianity is enough. Others love the fact that they can
celebrate Godʼs love for them is enough. That even if the resurrection
never happens, the Christian life would be worth living.
Thatʼs not what the Apostle Paul thought. He said some remarkable
things about the importance of resurrection to Christianity.
“For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then ... your faith is useless.”
1 Cor. 15:13-14 NLT
In another place (1 Cor. 15:19) Paul wrote that “If in Christ we have hope in
this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied!” Resurrection matters.
Itʼs critical, vital for the Christian to own this hope.
Yet according to a 2006 Ohio University survey, only 36% of American
adults answered, “YES” to the question: “Do you believe that after you
die, your physical body will be resurrected someday?”
At the same time, beliefs about death after life pervade our discussions,
our books, our movies and our culture.
Common Beliefs About the Afterlife:
Oblivion - death ends all existence
Monism - merges with the One.
Reincarnation - cycles of rebirth.
Immortality of the Soul - leave behind the body for
disembodied existence. This, frankly, is the belief of many
Christians - perhaps many of you sitting here today. But it is not
what the Bible teaches! Many people think that they are
inherently immortal, but 1 Timothy 6:16 clearly states that God
“alone has immortality.”
We are influenced by the Greeks, specifically Plato, who held that there
was the material world and the immaterial world. Further, he believed
that the material world was evil, but the immaterial world - what you and I
might refer to as the spiritual world, was good. If you mix this Greek
philosophy with Biblical teaching, then you come up with some pretty
strange beliefs - like immortality of the soul. What does Bible teach?
The Christian Hope: ______RESURRECTION_______
Jesus: “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live.” John 11:25 ESV
Paul, about Jesus: “For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
we shall surely be united with him in a resurrection like his.”
Romans 6:5 ESV
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Paul: “For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been
raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain
and your faith is in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:13-14
So this concept of resurrection is central to the core of what we believe.
Exactly what does it mean?

ἀνάστασις (41x) - ana / stasis - anti or opposite of / stasis (not
moving, like a statue.) Like a statue coming to life. Meant arising,
or rising up. Standing on the feet again. Coming back from the
dead. Since there are so many false ideas about this...
8 Basics I Need to Know About Resurrection:
#1 - ____RE-EMBODIED_____ for eternity.
“What is sown is perishable. What is raised is imperishable.” 1 Cor. 15:42 ESV
Our bodies are running down. “The years of our life are seventy, eighty
if we are strong.” (Ps. 90:10) But God wants to give us eternal life. He
wants to be in relationship with him forever. These bodies are not
built for that. Frankly, itʼs not only these bodies. Everything is
wearing down. God is creating a New Heaven and a New Earth. He
will give us resurrected bodies to live in His new resurrected world
with His resurrected Son!
#2 - Affirms __PERSONHOOD____ - a continuity from this life.
Jesus: “‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’
He is the God of the living, not of the dead.” Matthew 22:32 GNT
There wouldnʼt be much point to being resurrected and starting over
again. Our personhood wouldnʼt remain. God loves us and wants
us to love Him. When the Saducees tried to trap Jesus with the
ridiculous question about the woman who had married 7 brothers, he
quoted God as saying a remarkable thing in Exodus 3:6 - “I AM the
God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob.” Not I was. He still was. Meaning
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob still lived. Their life continued. And so
will yours!
#3 - Affirms a _____BODILY______ existence.
“It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body,
there is also a spiritual body.” 1 Corinthians 15:44 ESV
This may be where our resurrection belief is at its weakest. We will
not be some etherial, ghostly spirit floating around in heaven for all
eternity. We will receive new bodies... not just rejuvenated ones - but
better ones. Bodies created for the new universe that God is
making. Romans 8 talks about the creation being set free from this
corruption of sins. Paul says we “wait for the redemption of our
bodies.” (v.23)
This means that we will have a physical existence. Weʼll look more
at this later, but what does Paul mean when he says we will have a
“spiritual” body? Two things we should note - the key here is that we
will have a body. It is the noun. Spiritual is the adjective modifying.
Probably means relating to God - a spiritual relationship.

2

#4 - Not the same thing as a ____RESUSCITATION_____.
Different than bringing these dead bodies back to life. Jesus did
raise some people from the dead (Lazarus), but this was done to
show that Christ has power over death. But our resurrection bodies
will be so much more than these weak, mortal bodies that we have
now. In fact, the Bible tells us that...
#5 - Our resurrection bodies will be like ____CHRIST’S____.
“He will change our weak mortal bodies and make them like his own glorious
body.” Phil. 3:21
Can you begin to imagine how incredible this statement is? It’s one
thing to become an adopted son of our Abba Father God. To be
forgiven, to receive grace, even to know we have eternal life. But the
Bible says that our bodies will be like Christ’s!
This has a practical side too for our hope today. If we will have a
resurrection body like Christ, then we can read the gospel accounts
of Christ’s resurrection and of what Jesus was like in the days he
walked this earth after resurrection to get a clue as to what our own
resurrection bodies will be like. We find that there will be...
#6 - Will be both ___SIMILAR TO___ and ___DIFFERENT FROM__
our mortal bodies.
Similarities - Physical. Eat. Walk. Talk. Relate. Social.
Recognizable aspects (Jesus’ scars).
Differences- Clearly Jesus was not exactly the same. Not
always recognizable. Sometimes yes, sometimes no. He also
had some metaphysical properties too - appearing.
Will be imperishable (won’t wear out, get sick, die, tire),
glorious (reflect and perfectly glorify God), powerful (will do
work and be able to do it perfectly!) 1 Cor. 15:42-43 says one
more thing, that...
#7 - Our resurrection body will be a ___SPIRITUAL____ body.
“The body that is “planted” is a physical body. When it is raised, it is a spiritual
body. There is a physical body, and there is also a spiritual body.”
1 Cor. 15:44 NCV
We come back to this idea of “spiritual.” We are told in v. 40 that this
is the kind of body we will need for a “heavenly” body. Putting the
two verses together, there is a physical body for earthly purposes
and a spiritual body for heavenly purposes.
Here is the key question: what is it that makes Heaven heaven? Is it
a physical place, a city marked on a God-designed map? Or... is it
simply the place, wherever that may be, where God is? At the end of
Bible we are told of the new heaven and the new earth. In very
descriptive terms we learn of the New Jerusalem coming down to the
New Earth. There is no temple. Why? Because God Almighty
Himself is present.
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We are also told in the Scriptures that God is Spirit and that those
who worship Him will worship Him is “spirit and in truth.” To have
“spiritual” bodies then means to be able to worship God perfectly.
John tells us in his first letter, 3:2 “Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared;
but we know that when he appears we shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is.” 1 Jn 3:2
This is something that every mortal man has wanted. Moses came
as close as anyone, and God only allow Moses to see Him from
behind as he walked by. But in Heaven, because of the resurrection,
we will have spiritual bodies. We will be able to see God as He is, in
all His glory. And the natural result will be honest, heart-felt,
genuine, not-manufactured worship. No effort. We will do it
perfectly. Not because we are forced to do so, but because we want
to do so and because we can worship more perfectly than any other
creature - spiritual bodies designed to worship, to glorify God!
Which leads us to our concluding statement...
#8 - It’s something I should ____LOOK FORWARD TO_____.
The resurrected life is the great hope of the Christ follower. It should
be the single thing that identifies us now - the hope of resurrection
we carry with us in everything we do. Paul wrote:
“I hope to experience the resurrection from the dead.” Phil 3:11 ISV
The frustrations that we experience now on this earth is very real.
Itʼs hard. Itʼs unfair. There is hurt and pain everywhere. Evil
sometimes wins out. We are dying. Everything we see and know is
winding down, wearing out... dying. But if you are a Christ follower,
you know that this place is not our home. And these bodies we have
now, that break, that get sick, that betray us that let us down... these
are not our final bodies. How can we compare this body to the one
we will have? Has anyone ever gone camping?
Tell story of tent camping in Canada with Mary Kay and Todd.
Every stroke coming home we dreamed of home and Pizza Hut!
These bodies are like that temporary little tent...
“For we know that when this tent we live in—our body here on earth—
is torn down, God will have a house in heaven for us to live in,
a home he himself has made, which will last for ever.” 2 Cor. 5:1
Jesus promised us that he was going to prepare a place for us.
(John 14:2-3). He describes it as many rooms, a mansion, dwelling
places. The greatest carpenter who has ever lived has been working
on this for the last 2,000 years. Do you have trouble getting excited?
Watch any of the real estate shows on HGT (Home Garden TV or
Heavy Guilt Trip?) and know that any thing you see there will be as
nothing compared to what eternity with God in a resurrected world
with a resurrected body will be like! So just like my brother and Mary
Kay and me canoeing home across the lake, now every stroke of our
lives should be Heaven, Resurrection, Eternity, Jesus, Relationship,
Love, Glory, ... I can’t wait!
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