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M.O.M. - 05.09.10 

Play:  “I’m Sorry Mom” Video Clip [3:04]

Intro - Anyone here already have to say, “Iʼm sorry Mom?” today.  
Motherʼs Day is a difficult day to tread for husbands.  After 30 Motherʼs 
Days with Mary Kay, Iʼve learned 7 rules for shopping for your wife 
on Motherʼs Day.

1. Don't buy anything that plugs in.  If it requires electricity it will be 
seen as too utilitarian.

2. Don't buy clothing that involves sizes. The chances are one in 
seven thousand that you will get her size right, and your wife will be 
offended the other 6999 times. "Do I look like a size 16?" she'll say. 
Too small a size doesn't cut it either: "I haven't worn a size 8 in 20 
years!"

3. Avoid all things useful. The new silver polish advertised to save 
hundreds of hours is not going to win you any brownie points.

4. Don't buy anything that involves weight loss or self-improvement. 
She'll perceive a six-month membership to the gym as a 
suggestion that's she's overweight.

5. Don't buy jewelry. The jewelry your wife wants, you can't afford. 
And the jewelry you can afford, she doesn't want.

6. And, guys, do not fall into the traditional trap of buying her frilly 
underwear. Your idea of the kind your wife should wear and what 
she actually wears are light years apart.

7. Finally, don't spend too much. "How do you think we're going to 
afford that?" she'll ask. But don't spend too little. She won't say 
anything, but she'll think, "Is that all I'm worth?

Candy can be a good gift, especially coming from a child.  Illustration 
- Eight-year-old Jessica wrote her mother a note for Motherʼs Day. "Dear 
Mother, here is the box of candy I bought you for Motherʼs Day. 
IT IS VERY GOOD CANDY. I KNOW, BECAUSE I ALREADY ATE 3 
PIECES."

Itʼs also hard to go wrong with flowers.  Illustration - Six-year-old 
Johnny and his four-year-old sister Suzy presented their mom with a 
Motherʼs Day present; a small, spindly house plant. While it wasnʼt the 
finest looking specimen, they had bought it with their own money and 
Mom was thrilled. She hugged and kissed her children and told them she 
loved them for thinking of her.

Johnny said, "There was some other flowers we wanted to buy for you, 
Mom, but we didnʼt have enough money." "Yeah," said sister Suzy, "they 
had a real nice bunch of flowers at the shop that we were going to buy."

"But I love this plant," said the happy mother. "I know, Mom," said 
Johnny, "but these flowers would have been perfect for you. They were in 
a wreath and they had a ribbon that said ʼREST IN PEACEʼ on it AND 
YOUʼRE ALWAYS ASKING FOR A LITTLE PEACE SO YOU CAN 
REST."

Play “I’m Sorry 
Mom” Video Clip 
[3:04]
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Itʼs one thing to not get everything perfect when youʼre a youngster, but 
buying a Motherʼs Day present for your mom when youʼre an adult can 
be a problem too.  Itʼs hard to please an elderly Mom sometimes.

Joke:  Did you hear about the three sons who left home, went out on 
their own and prospered? Getting back together, they discussed the gifts 
they were able to give their elderly mother.

The first said, "I built a big house for our mother." The second said, "I 
sent her a Mercedes with a driver." The third smiled and said, "Iʼve got 
you both beat. You remember how mom enjoyed reading the Bible? And 
you know she canʼt see very well. I sent her a remarkable parrot that 
recites the entire Bible. It took elders in the church 12 years to teach him. 
Heʼs one of a kind. Mama just has to name the chapter and verse, and 
parrot recites it."

Soon thereafter, mom sent out her letters of thanks: "Milton", she wrote, 
"The house you built is so huge. I live in only one room, but I have to 
clean the whole house." "Gerald", she wrote to another, "I am too old to 
travel. I stay most of the time at home, so I rarely use the Mercedes. And 
the driver is so rude!" "Dearest Donald", she wrote to her third son, "You 
have the good sense to know what your mother likes. The chicken was 
delicious!"

Every Motherʼs Day sermon Iʼve ever heard includes a disclaimer and 
this oneʼs no exception. As a teaching pastor, Iʼm reminded not to get too 
sentimental about motherhood because:

(a) for some, motherhood is an accident, & not always a welcome one
(b) for some, biological motherhood isnʼt possible; 
(c) for some, mothers werenʼt all that nice;
(d) for some, and this includes me, weʼve lost our mothers and 

Motherʼs Day is a reminder of our grief.
So, with all those qualifications, why bother with Mothersʼ Day at all? Iʼll 
tell you why —— because for all its stumbling blocks, pitfalls and broken 
dreams, weʼre talking about a beautiful ideal, a natural part of Godʼs 
creative plan to bring love and caring to light. Motherhood is a constant 
demand for the gift of love and caring. No one deserves a special day all 
to herself more than today's mom. 

Illustration - A cartoon showed a psychologist talking to his patient: 
"Let's see," he said, "You spend 50% of your energy on your job, 50% on 
your husband and 50% on your children. I think I see your problem."

If youʼre a mom here at Church Requel tonight, I want to honor you, 
appreciate you, and thank you.  None of us would be here tonight if it 
wasnʼt for you!  Perhaps one of the best gifts I can give you would be a 
simple, easy-to-remember Motherʼs Day sermon.  (If youʼre not a mom, 
you can still benefit.. as a Dad... as a mentor...)  So here it is, a simple, 
3-point acrostic: M.O.M. When we think of mom, we think of 
someone who Models, Observes, and Motivates.  Letʼs look at each.  
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MODEL
A great mom is one who models how to live.  Sheʼs a great example of 
all good things, demonstrating hard work, never-ceasing love and 
acceptance, and incredible unselfishness.

Illustration - A teacher at school put this question to little James in math 
class, "James, suppose your mother made a cherry pie, and there were 
ten of you at the table: your mother and father and eight children. How 
much of the pie would you get?"

"A ninth," was his answer. "No, no, James. Now pay attention. There are 
ten of you in the home. Donʼt you know your fractions?"

"Yes, maam," he replied, "I know my fractions, but I know my mother 
even better, AND SHEʼD SAY THAT SHE DIDNʼT WANT ANY PIE."

One of the most important things you can model to your children and 
your grandchildren, moms, is your faith in Christ.  When Paul begins to 
write his second letter to Timothy, he says, 

“I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother 
Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.” 

2 Timothy 1:5 ESV

Think of the rich heritage of Timothy and the great kingdom results that 
have occurred because of the faithful MODELING of Lois and Eunice, 
who we still speak of 2,000 years later!  To be a great model for your 
child and/or grandchild requires two things:

1st - Do the right things at the right times in front of your child.

2nd - Tell them WHY you do what you do when you do it!

We need to always remember to put words of explanation to our right 
actions.  Both are required.  To do one without the other leaves us 
wondering...  If we always hear words without action, we wonder if 
thereʼs any validity to the words, but if we only see the actions without 
the words, weʼll always wonder why you do what you do.

Illustration - My grandmother taught me to pray.  When I was about 
nine years old, my parents took us camping into a remote area of 
Canada.  A bear came into our camp.  My father demonstrated bravery 
by going out to the car while my grandma and I stayed in the tent.  Dad 
honked the horn to scare the bear off.  But the bear only climbed on top 
of the car.  In this moment of frightening uncertainty, my grandmother 
wrapped her arms around me and said, “Now is the time to pray, Mark.”  
And she proceeded to pray out loud for God to rescue us from the bear.  
Eventually the bear ran off.  I remember two things from this experience.  
Until this day my dad loves to tell the story of “when the bear was on the 
top and he was on the bottom.”  But I always have remembered that the 
FIRST thing my grandmother did was to pray... and to teach me to pray!
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Not only does a great mom (or grandma) MODEL, but she also...
OBSERVE

What do I mean by “observe?”  I mean that you become a student of the 
life of the child you are raising.  Every person is an absolutely unique 
creation of God!  

“You shaped me first inside, then out; you formed me in my mother’s womb.” 
Psalm 139:13 The Message

The child you are raising is different than anyone else!

Illustration - DNA molecules can unite in an almost infinite number of 
ways.  Scientists estimate the number of combinations is 10 to the 
2,400.000,000th power.  That number is the likelihood that youʼd ever 
find somebody just like you... or just like your child.  If you were to write 
out that number with each zero being one inch wide, youʼd need a strip 
of paper 37,000 miles long!

To be a great mom (or dad) means to observe, to watch, to learn about 
this unique gift of creation who is your child.  You want to know them 
better than anyone else.

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.”  Proverbs 22:6 ESV

I used to think that “in the way he should go” meant the “right way as 
opposed to the wrong way.”  But I donʼt think that any more.  It means in 
the way your child is bent.  And every child is bent in a different way.  
I have four children and Iʼve raised each one of them differently.  Theyʼre 
all in their twenties now, but Iʼm still learning about them and their 
uniqueness.  Jennifer is a thinker, while Jonathan is a feeler.  Jennifer 
and Jillian are more extroverts, while Jonathan and Jessica are more 
introverts.  Jennifer and Jonathan both like to work as team members.  
Both Jessica and Jillian can work in teams, but are more comfortable 
working on an individual assignment.  Jonathan can walk into a room 
and never forget the pattern of the wallpaper.  Heʼs incredibly visual in 
the way he processes his thoughts.  Jessica walks into a room and never 
forgets what was said.  Sheʼs incredibly audible in the way she 
processes her thoughts.

Hereʼs why this is so important.  The Bible tells us that...

“God works through different people in different ways, but it is the same God 
who achieves his purpose through them all.”  1 Corinthians 12:6 (Phillips)

As a mom, you help your child discover how God can use him or her. 
Wood workers know that itʼs easier to work with the grain than against it.  
In the same way you want to train up your child to work with his or her 
unique Spiritual gifts, Heart and passions, natural Abilities, Personality, 
and Experiences.



5

A great mom MODELS and OBSERVES.  But every great mom Iʼve 
ever met does one other thing.  She...

MOTIVATE

Illustration - A drill sergeant was frustrated in his efforts to make a 
soldier out of a certain recruit. The trainee lagged behind on marches, 
used any excuse to go on sick call, grumbled constantly about the food, 
and never made his cot properly.

But one day, a noticeable change took place in the young manʼs attitude. 
When asked to what he attributed the soldierʼs change in attitude, the 
drill sergeant explained, "Threats and punishment didnʼt work, so I had to 
resort to the ultimate weapon: I called his mother!"

A great mom motivates her child to become all he or she can become.  
Few things can be compared to a motherʼs motivation.  Itʼs amazing what 
a mom can accomplish with a single look or a single word.  Did you know 
that the very first miracle of Jesus recorded in the Bible was motivated by 
his mother?!

When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.”  
And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me?  My hour 

has not yet come.”  His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  
John 2:3-5 ESV

Sometimes it helps to read between the lines.  Notice what is not said as 
much as what is said!  Itʼs interesting that Mary NEVER tells Jesus to 
miraculously turn the water into wine.  But she motivates him to do in 
nonetheless!  “They have no wine.”  A motherʼs statement of 
understatement.  And while we may read TOO MUCH into Jesusʼ 
response, “Woman...,” it doesnʼt sound entirely endearing!  Notice also 
that Mary never then says another word to Jesus about it.  She 
PRESUMES he will do something about it.  Instead she talks to the 
servants.  “Do whatever he tells you!”

NEVER GET IN THE WAY OF A MOTHERʼS MOTIVATION! [laughter]

It is remarkable how much of a difference a motherʼs faith in her child can 
make in the life of her child.  Personal illustration - My mom always 
believed that I would be a preacher some day.  She told this to me when 
I was only nine.  When I decided to become a stockbroker, she never 
discouraged me from that profession.  But she continuously spoke to me 
about Godʼs calling upon my life.  Never did a Christmas or a birthday go 
by that she didnʼt buy me a Bible commentary.  And now some of the 
most precious books in my library or those that she has signed.  

Written in the inside cover of my Matthew commentary:  “Love is an 
understatement from me to you as your commitment to Christ and 
ministry grows, so grows my pride and appreciation for my eldest son.  
So when you teach from these commentaries, remember my prayers are 
with you.  Love and prayers - Mother.  Christmas 1997”  That was nine 
years before I went into full-time ministry!
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I was blessed to have a great mom.  And we here at Church Requel are 
blessed to have some great moms.  Moms that MODEL.  Moms that 
OBSERVE.  And moms that MOTIVATE.

CONCLUSION:  I canʼt think of a better way to conclude our first public 
Church Requel Motherʼs Day than with a video slideshow of some of the 
great moms in our congregation.  Earlier this week I asked you for 
pictures of your moms or, if youʼre a mom, a picture of you with your 
children.  Take a look.

VIDEO:  “Mom, Youʼre Beautiful.” [3:33]  Submitted photos of moms at 
Church Requel with Music bed, “Youʼre Beautiful!”

PRAY.  Ask all the mothers to stand.  Pray a prayer of blessing upon 
them.

Loving God,
as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, 
so you watch over your Church. 
Bless these women,
that they may be strengthened as Christian mothers. 
Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 
Grant that we, their sons and daughters, 
may honor them always
with a spirit of profound respect. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord.

Play Video: “Mom, 
You’re 
Beautiful.” [3:33]


