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COUNTING IT ALL GARBAGE Part 5: Spending - 05.16.10 

Play:  “Count It All Garbage” Video Clip [2:00]

Intro: Weʼre now into part 5 of this sermon series.  Garbage is anything 
that comes between us and God, that hinders our relationship.  Easy to 
understand how an angry heart could separate us from God. Or how we 
could be too busy to spend time with Him.  Or how lust would be 
incompatible with a holy deity.  But spending?  How could our spending 
habits be a garbage area?

In all these garbage areas we come into the Christian faith with a lot of 
baggage - misunderstandings of how God really designed us.  Same is 
true about money.  5 lies we are told about money & spending:
1. Spending money DEFINES me - Branding is important.
2. Spending money IMPROVES me - Encourage debt for better life

[Example - Education Debt, College Inc., Frontline, May 4th PBS]
3. Spending money is PATRIOTIC - Consumer spending is important.
4. Spending money MEETS MY NEED - Makes me feel better.
5. Spending money is MY RIGHT - I earned it; itʼs mine

Jesus thought this was so important that many of his parables centered 
around the issue of money.  The parable of the talents.  The parable of 
the rich man and Lazarus.  The parable of the Good Samaritan.  The 
parable of the rich fool.  The parable of the lost coin.  The parable of the 
prodigal son.  The parable of the dishonest manager.  The parable of the 
wicked tenants.  

Jesus knew that money - how we spend it - how we think about it - what 
we do with it - was central to who we are and to how we live. Weʼd like to 
think that this is one of the SACRED/SECULAR divisions of life.  That our 
money is ours and what we do with it doesnʼt matter spiritually.  NOT 
TRUE!  Money is incredibly “spiritual”!  Jesus summed up this way:

“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 

and Money.”  Matthew 6:24 NIV (Also Luke 16:13)

This is one of those verses that should really get under your skin.  Jesus 
had a way of putting things that was just irritating.  Jesus tells us that 
there is no way to separate the SACRED/SECULAR when it comes to 
money.  How I view money affects how I view God!    

4 GPS Coordinates for My Spending
Todayʼs GPS systems can locate us within 12 inches of our location.  
There are 4 letters and numbers to precisely locate us.  #1) N or S of 
Equator; #2) Degrees above or below; #3) E or W of Prime Meridian; #4) 
Degrees East or West.  For example Mid Ohio is (N) 40.76566 (W) 
-82.54715 (Lat - = S. Pacific off Chile coast  Long + = Western China)

Where’s my ____LOVE____?
If we asked the basic question - am I more devoted to God than I am to 
money, I would hope most of us would answer “God.”  This most basic 
question is one that Paul cautioned Timothy about.
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“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.  It is through this craving 
that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 

with many pangs.”  1 Timothy 6:10 ESV

We often misread this and think that money is the root of evil.  But money 
itself is neutral.  God sometimes does provide people with the gift of 
being able to handle money well.  But the “love of money” for many (if 
not most) people provides great difficulties.  Itʼs not the money itself, but 
what it will provide us.  The love of where we live.  The love of how we 
dress.  The love of where we go to school.  The love of what we can do.  
The love of the car we can drive.  And Paul goes right to the heart of the 
matter.  As a Christ follower, these “cravings” can drive a wedge between 
ourselves and God -  a real garbage area.

2. Where’s my ____DEPENDENCE____?

Financial planning principles teach us independence.  How much 
money do I need to be able NOT TO DEPEND on anyone else.  But 
this is not what the Bible teaches.  The Bible teaches first of all that 
we are to depend upon God.  The writer to the Hebrews says...

“Don’t love money; be satisfied with what you have.  For God has said, 
‘I will never fail you. I will never abandon you.’” Hebrews 13:5 NLT

This doesnʼt mean that God doesnʼt want better things for us.  He is a 
good and gracious and loving God.  But our satisfaction comes first 
from Him, knowing Him, experiencing Him!  He gives us his Word and 
5 different times He tells us He will never leave us or forsake us.  We 
can count on him.

(See also Deuteronomy 31:6 & 8; Joshua 1:5; 1 Chronicles 28:20)

Frankly, if thereʼs anything at all that we should have learned about 
money over these last two years, itʼs that we canʼt trust that it will be 
there.  Two weeks ago the stock market declined by 1000 points 
within a few moments because of a “glitch.”   No one seems to know 
why!  Now Iʼm not counseling you to take your money out of the stock 
market or the banks or the insurance companies or anywhere else... 
Iʼm just saying that you canʼt depend on that.  Thatʼs not where your 
safety is at.  Thatʼs not where your trust is at!

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.”
Proverbs 3:5 NIV

You should circle “with all your heart.”  Thatʼs means with everything 
youʼve got!  All of you!  Not just your spiritual side of life.  You are 
dependent upon God and his provision for you entirely!  And, in fact, 
He uses us to care for one another.  If we love God with all our heart, 
then we will love who God loves with all our heart.  And He loves and 
cares for His children.  So we love and care for His children too!

Which leads us to GPS Coordinate #3...
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3.  Where’s my ___FOCUS____? Giving or Spending? Others or me?

When I go out to “spend money” I’m usually thinking about myself.  
But when I think of God, I don’t think of someone who spends... I think 
of someone who gives!  Look at how often these words are in Bible.

“Believe” _272x_; “Pray” _371x_; “Love” _714x_; “Give” _2,162x_

Remember that the focus of my spiritual growth as a Christ follower is 
to be more like Christ, more like God.  God is a giver and He wants 
His children to be givers too!  God gave His only son.  God gave us 
the Holy Spirit.  God gives us the very air we breathe.  This is why...

Jesus: “You’re far happier giving than getting.” Acts 20:35 The Message

Now we all say we believe this, but our actions donʼt confirm our 
beliefs.  In order to be givers, we first must plan to give.  We say we 
want to be givers, but then never do anything to prepare ourselves.

“Give happily to those in need, and always be ready to share 
whatever God has given you.” 1 Timothy 6:18 LB

Circle “always be ready to give.”  It is not an accident.  It will take 
focus, effort, thinking, planning... and sacrifice.  Because to share with 
someone else means not spending as much on myself!  But God says

“Anyone who gives freely will be blessed.”  Proverbs 22:9 NIrV

There is great wealth in giving away!  Which leads us to...

4.  Where’s my _____WEALTH_____?

Is my view of wealth the same as Christʼs?  Jesus told us...

Jesus: “Where your treasure is, there your heart is also.”  Matthew 6:21 NIV

This is not theoretical.  Not something in the mind, like an attitude.  
Letʼs check the checkbook.  Letʼs attend to the scheduled 
appointments.  Where do I spend my money?  Where do I spend my 
time?  That is where my treasure is.  That is what I consider my 
wealth.  Sometimes we become confused and think we are the 
producers of our wealth.  Our talents, education, training...  

“Remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability 
to produce wealth.” Deuteronomy 8:18 NIV 

Not only does God give us the ability to produce wealth... but He also 
gives us the ability to enjoy it.  To “not be spoiled” is a gift from God!

“Yes, we should make the most of what God gives, both the bounty and the 
capacity to enjoy it, accepting what’s given and delighting in the work.  It’s 

God’s gift!”  Ecclesiastes 5:19 The Message

Transition:  If our spending, our money habits, has become a 
garbage area for us.  How do we respond?  Growth!  Just like other 
garbage areas (anger, busyness, lust...)
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Masterpiece Growth Principles For Spending:

I.  I cannot do it without God:  Remember our acrostic. Call a C.A.B!  

Confess my sin.

Ask God for help.

Believe that God will strengthen me. 

II.  God will not do it without me:  (Romans 12:2 - Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you many discern what is the will of God.)

#1  Renew my mind.

For the next month, write down all my spending - both planned 
and unplanned.  Ask myself: “Did any of the 5 lies apply?”  
Locate each spending item on the GPS Spending Map.

Read good books on topic of Spending and Finances. 
 - Master Your Money book & workbook by Ron Blue 
 - Complete Financial Guide for Young Couples 
    by Larry Burkett

#2  Test and Approve:  I must practice ______TITHING______.

Tithing is a spiritual practice.  It is a habit... a deliberate giving 
of the first 10th of all I earn to the Lord and to His church.

“A tenth of [all you] produce... is the Lord’s, and is holy.” 
Leviticus 27:30 LB

Tithing is the only place in the Bible where we are told that we 
may “test” the Lord!  He wants to prove Himself to us.  

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in 
my house.  Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will 

not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  

Malachi 3:10 NIV

It is the practice that brings all 4 Spending GPS coordinates 
into line - Love, Dependence, Focus, and Wealth.  Tithing is 
Biblical... but it certainly is not the end of giving, but only the 
beginning.  Think of tithing like giving on training wheels.  God 
wants you ultimately to give back as you have been blessed, 
which could be much more than the 10% tithe!

“On every Lord’s Day each of you should put aside something from what 
you have earned during the week, and use it for this offering.  The amount 

depends on how much the Lord has helped you earn.”  1 Cor. 16:2 LB

Conclusion: Spending is always a function of economics, which by 
definition deals with limited resources.  God wants to change our minds, 
our attitudes and our lifestyle.  Donʼt let this garbage area hold you back!


