
PHILIPPIANS Part 16: Financial Partnership 09.19.10 

Nate reads Philippians 4:14-19 NIV

Video: Philippians [1:30]

Introduction:  Four months!  16 weeks!  Consider all the things weʼve 
learned together from Philippians.  How to pray for someone else.  
Setback lessons.  Living the Upside Down, Inside Out life.  
Independence from self.  Yet self-sufficient in Christ.  How to rejoice 
always.  How to be content no matter what.  That the circumstances of 
my life become appointments with God rather than accidents of evil.

And tonight we come to the end.  If you were writing a letter to a church 
and it would be saved for 2,000 years and read by all Christendom, how 
would you end it?  The Apostle Paul ended with a lesson on financial 
partnership.  Since thatʼs how Paul ended his letter, thatʼs how weʼll end 
this series.  There are two primary lessons in tonightʼs passage:

I.  We have a responsibility to _SHARE THE EXPENSE_ of the gospel.
“Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles... Not that I am looking for a 

gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account.”
Philippians 4:14,17 NIV 

Paul tells the Philippians that of all the churches that he had 
ministered to and started over the years. that they were the only 
church that had continued to financially support him.  Certainly it 
would have been appropriate for him to thank them for their financial 
support.  But this is the oddest thank you youʼll ever read.  He says, 
“thanks... but Iʼm well provided for.  Wasnʼt really looking for a gift 
from you.  But I AM looking forward to what may be credited to your 
account!”  Whatʼs he talking about?  Whatʼs “credited?”

7 Benefits to My Life From Giving

Benefit #1: Giving makes me ___MORE LIKE GOD___.
“God so loved the world that He gave his only Son...” John 3:16 ESV

We serve a God who gives.  God the Father gave His only Son.  
The Son gives his life.  Jesus says the Father knows how to give 
good gifts to His children and so He gives us the Holy Spirit.  
God is a giver.  And when you and I give... especially sacrificially 
- when we give something that really means something 
significant to us - then we are most like God.  

Benefit #2: Giving draws me ___CLOSER TO GOD___.
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

Matthew 6:21 KJV
We desire to be as close to God as we can be.  If our treasure is 
to support what is most important to God, then that’s where our 
heart will be too - close to what’s important to God.  This is how 
we act the prayer, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”



“(Your gifts) are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.”
Philippians 4:18b NIV

Paul uses Old Testament, Judeo-sacrifical system to talk about 
our financial offerings.  When a shepherd would take his very 
best lamb and sacrifice it to God on an altar, he would burn the 
carcass and a fragrant offering would be lifted up.  Paul is saying 
that when you give your first and your best to God and to his 
work of the gospel and to his church that this is the same thing - 
a fragrant offering - pleasing to God.

Benefit #3: Giving is the ___ANTIDOTE TO MATERIALISM___.
“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to 
put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, 
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them 
to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to 
share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is 
truly life.” 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 NIV

By virtue of the fact that we live in America, we are by definition 
rich in this present world - better off than 90% of the rest of the 
worldʼs population and easily in the top 1% of all those who have 
ever lived in this planet.  Consequently the greatest danger to 
our faith is that we become subject to materialism - to stuff.  As a 
culture, we actually employ financial planners whose very job is 
to help us plan our wealth to take care of us the rest of our lives.

Giving is the antidote to materialism.  Being generous and willing 
to share takes our focus off of us and now and puts the focus 
where it belongs - laying up treasures in heaven.  By heaven I 
donʼt just mean the hereafter, the great bye and bye.  Heaven, by 
definition, is wherever God is.  We want to lay up treasures with 
God.  Then and only then will we really live!  (Take hold true life!)

Benefit #4: Giving strengthens ___FAITH___.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 

 Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; 
then your barns will be filled to overflowing.” Proverbs 3:5,9-10a NIV

Whenever I talk to someone about giving their first 10% of their 
income to Godʼs work, people inevitably look at me like Iʼm crazy.  
“Do you know how much that is?”  “I couldnʼt make it!”  It is true 
that we canʼt figure it out.  Thatʼs why itʼs called faith.  Many 
people quote the Proverbs 3:5 verse not to lean on our own 
understanding, but they tend to gloss over or ignore verse 9 and 
10.  This is a financial discussion.  Honoring the Lord with our 
first fruits is not something that makes sense, that we can figure 
out or financially plan through.  But God promises that our barns 
will be overflowing!

“Give, and it will be given to you... For with the measure you use 
it will be measured back to you.” Luke 6:38 ESV



Benefit #5: Giving is an investment ___FOR ETERNITY___.
“Give happily to those in need, and always be ready to share whatever God 

has given you.  By doing this, you will be storing up real treasure for 
yourselves in heaven - it is the only safe investment for eternity.”  

1 Timothy 6:18-19 LB
Talk about retirement plans!  When you give happily to those in 
need - youʼre storing up treasures in heaven, treasures that 
wonʼt rust, rot, be stolen, or ever run out!  Last for eternity!

Benefit #6:Giving blesses me ___IN RETURN___.
The last thing in the world I want to do is turn this talk into a 
message that the reason you give is so that you will receive back 
from God.  On the other hand, we must acknowledge what the 
Bible says to us over and over.  We will be blessed.  Maybe not 
financially.  But God will take care of us according to HIS riches!
• “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious 

riches in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19 NIV 
• “A generous man will himself be blessed.”  Proverbs 22:9 NIV
• “A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself 

be refreshed.”  Proverbs 11:25 NIV
• “Good will come to him who is generous...” Psalm 112:5 NIV

Benefit #7: Giving ___MAKES ME HAPPY___.
Jesus: “There is more happiness in giving than in receiving.” Acts 20:35 GNT

I wonder if we really believe that?  Because we don’t tend to 
practice it.  If we really thought that giving would make us 
happier, more blessed than receiving... then we’d be a lot more 
focused on figuring out how we could give even more away!

Transition:  These benefits are real.  Iʼve practiced them myself.  Not 
bragging, just affirming that these 7 benefits Iʼve talked about with you 
are things Mary Kay and I have experienced ourselves.  We have given 
sacrificially so that Church Requel might be started and might continue 
to minister to hurting people.

And I want you to know how much I appreciate your help with the 
ministry.  We couldnʼt continue week in and week out if it wasnʼt for your 
faithfulness.  I know many of you give of your time, talents and finances 
in a sacrificial way.

Typically at this point, the preacher makes a call for you to give to his 
church and to his ministry.  But we need to be true to the Word of God.  
We are following a particular course.  Weʼre studying Philippians.  And 
what we learn from Paul in Philippians is something that many churches 
fail to teach:

Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with 
the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in 

the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; for even when I was in 
Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need.” 

Philippians 4:15-16 NIV



Our takeaway lesson for this is:

II.  Our giving responsibility goes beyond ___OUR OWN CHURCH___.
Think about what Paul is saying.  He left Philippi.  He started many 
other churches.  But only the Philippians CONTINUED THEIR 
GIVING beyond the four walls of their own church and their own city.

As a church, as a new congregation - this is a tough lesson, because 
we have such great needs ourselves.  But the Bible teaches that 
even as a ministry that we can become selfish and focused on our 
own needs and fail to see the bigger picture.

Church Requel is a wonderful church.  It is carving out a special 
ministry.  God is using us in a unique way.  However, we must always 
be aware of the larger picture.  We must always see ourselves as 
one body of Christ serving within the larger body of Christ.  

I donʼt ever want us to be isolated only to ourselves and only to our 
own mission.  Yes, we must be dedicated to being a community 
loving God and loving people.  We must remember, though, that God 
loves many churches and many missions and has many people 
outside our walls that he loves as well.

Story of CEFʼs contact with CR: I stopped believing in 
coincidences a long time ago.  16 weeks ago, God knew exactly 
where we would be today.  Itʼs been a tough summer financially.  
Expenses of transition to OCF.  Lower summer revenues.  And now 
weʼre coming to week 16 and the talk about financial partnership.  
One week ago I received a letter talking about the Banks 4 Kids 
campaign from Child Evangelism Fellowship.  Took it to your 
leadership team.  They enthusiastically said, “Letʼs do it!”

Invite Dale Baer to Platform for 5-7 minute interview.
(Run CEF pictures on screen behind.)

Conclude with prayer.


