
MODERN PARABLES Part 1: Hidden Treasure 09.26.10 

Caleb reads Matthew 13:44 NIV
Movie: Hidden Treasure [12:37]

Introduction:  For the next six weeks weʼre going to examine six 
different parables of Jesus.  I hope this will be an exciting time of learning 
for all of us, learning six special lessons about what life is really like in 
Christʼs kingdom AND about how to understand and interpret this very 
unique teaching tool of Jesus known as the parable.  It is to this second 
area that Iʼd like to focus first:  Parables Primer

1.  The word parable comes from two Greek words:
a. para - along side of, like in parallel  para-chute, para-graph
b. ballo - to throw or to toss, as in a “ball”

put together the word means “to throw alongside of.”

2. A parable makes a __COMPARISON__ between a known truth 
and an unknown truth. Jesus would tell familiar stories that people 
could identify with - the farmer spreading seed, the widow seeking 
justice, the merchant seeking wealth, the middle manager losing his 
job, the son taking advantage of his father’s goodness... the son 
angry about his father’s goodness...  All these and more were (and 
are) part of every day life here on earth. Comparison because...

3. A parable is an __EARTHLY__ story with a __HEAVENLY__ 
meaning.  7x in Matt 13 - “The kingdom of heaven is like...” 11x 
Matt. / Like any great teacher Jesus started with what we knew to 
get us to what we needed to know.  What we understand as “real” 
becomes the basis to begin to understand what we can only 
glimpse now darkly.

4. Jesus was a master at using parables, which make up __35%__ 
of his recorded sayings.  If we want to truly grasp what Jesus 
taught, then we need to learn the parables.  At one point Mark 4:34 
says, “He did not say anything to them without using a parable.”

5. The challenge with parables is _HOW TO INTERPRET THEM__.

a. What not to do:  Don’t allegorize everything! Don’t try to make 
everything mean something, especially when it is not clear that 
Jesus was including the detail of the story to reveal a truth. 
(This is a bigger challenge than it might seem.)  4th century 
Augustine Christ as the Good Samaritan, the oil as the comfort 
of good hope, the animal as the flesh of the incarnation, the inn 
as the church, and the innkeeper as the apostle Paul (to say 
nothing of the other details). Sometimes the details are just 
enough sauce to make the story memorable.  The trap is that 
we can make the parable mean what we want it to mean.

b. What to do: Look for the main idea(s) Jesus wanted to share.
If possible, search for context.  Search for Jesus’ explanation.  
What’s the thrust of the story?  What is basic... at the root of the 
story.  

Transition: Today I believe we can find 3 primary lessons in this 
one-sentence parable of the Hidden Treasure...



Three Lessons from Hidden Treasure

#1- Our faith in Christ (thus the kingdom of heaven) _IS DISCOVERED_.
“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field.” 

Matthew 13:44 NIV
Itʼs not immediately obvious.  Itʼs like treasure - not in a treasure 
chest with a sign on it saying - “this is treasure... come open me.”  
Itʼs hidden.  Yet it is discoverable.  This twin idea of being hidden and 
yet being discoverable is something to remember if you are on a 
journey of faith.  This morning you may be in “discovery” mode! We 
Christians should keep in mind when it comes to the “evangelism” 
part of our faith.  Yes we explain.  We put words to help others 
understand.  However, each one of us had to discover our own faith 
in Christ.  Our friends will need to discover for themselves.  Itʼs 
always been this so.

“The Word was in the world, and the world was made by him, 
but the world did not know him.”  John 1:10 NCV

Consider that the Creator of the Universe showed up... and there 
was no parade, no press conference, no interviews, no books deals.  
If the world didnʼt recognize Jesus when he walked the earth 2,000 
years ago, perhaps we can give some room to others that donʼt know 
him yet today?  Maybe instead of pushing ourselves (and others) we 
recall that God reveals Himself, through His Spirit.

“God has revealed these to us by the Spirit.  For the Spirit searches 
all things, even the depths of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:10 NET

Talk about the look on characterʼs face when he discovers oil.
Transition: When God chooses to reveal Himself, it produces a 
profound change within us!

#2 - Our faith in Christ ___CHANGES OUR VALUE SYSTEM___!
“When a man found it, he ... sold all he had and bought that field.” 

Matthew 13:44 NIV
How it changes our value system is important to recognize.  Itʼs not 
that the things you once valued you just donʼt see the worth in any 
longer once you become a Christ-follower (though that can happen.)  
More likely itʼs a matter of understanding the extraordinary value, the 
great fortune of being in a relationship with Christ.  The new 
discovery of Godʼs kingdom is worth so much more than anything 
else youʼve ever known.  Example of wifeʼs fine china in movie.

Two important Value System Truths for the Christ-follower:

A.  Becoming a Christ-follower will cost us everything we own.  
Jesus does not leave us with a “we can have it all” faith.  To claim 
this great treasure of being a citizen of Godʼs kingdom means 
giving up everything else.  No compromises here.  No this world 
and Godʼs world.  No serving two masters.  Discipleship costs!

“Those who do not carry their own cross and come after me cannot be my 
disciples.  If one of you is planning to build a tower, you sit down first and

 work out what it will cost to see if you have enough money 
to finish the job.”  Luke 14:27-28 GNT



B.  This “counting the cost” decision is not as difficult as it seems.  
Itʼs as all the price tags are changed once we have become a 
Christ-follower.  We see things differently.  Like when you were a 
child, you owned something precious to you... but as an adult you 
see things so differently.  Illustration - Christian Inflation.  Your 
life before being a Christ-follower is like holding a one-dollar bill.  
Suddenly you discover what life will be like as a citizen of heaven 
- like holding on to a one-billion dollar bill.  A buck is still a buck, 
but itʼs insignificant compared to a billion-dollar buck!

“Yes, all the things I once thought were so important are gone from my life.  
Compared to the high privilege of knowing Christ Jesus as my Master, 
firsthand, everything I once thought I had going for me is insignificant 

- dog dung.  I’ve dumped it all in the trash so that I could embrace Christ.”
Philippians 3:8 The Message

This “Christian Inflation” brings us to our final lesson...

#3 - Our faith in Christ ___BRINGS US GREAT JOY___!
“When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went...” 

Matthew 13:44 NIV 

Itʼs most important for us to recognize this truth about discovering 
Godʼs kingdom for ourselves.  Selling everything we own in 
exchange not only is not as difficult as it seems... it actually brings us 
great joy!  Examples of joyous selling everything in movie: 
(1) exchange with brother-in-law, carefree - “What are you doing?”  
“Selling everything.”  (2) Real estate advisor:  “Itʼs really a rotten 
piece of property.”  “I know.”  Notice how the wife is now on board.

Jesusʼ Gospels filled with great joy from beginning to end:    
“For the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings 

of great joy, which shall be to all people.”  Luke 2:10 KJV

“And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.”
Luke 24:52 NIV

This Christian experience is an experience of utter joy!  We 
know Christʼs Spirit.  He lives with us.  The result is joy.

“The Spirit produces... joy.” Galatians 5:22 GNT

Way too often we Christ-followers walk around and our faces look 
anything but joyous.  Too many of us look like weʼre permanently 
sucking on a lemon!  Yes there are sacrifices.  Yes there are negative 
circumstances, disappointment.  But ALWAYS joy!  From a prison 
cell Paul commands us:

“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!” 
Philippians 4:4 NKJV

Conclusion:  Two challenges.  (1) Maybe you have never experienced 
the joy of knowing Christ.  Tonight could be your opportunity.

“Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.”  Luke 15:10 ESV

(2) Perhaps you are a Christ-follower, but youʼve forgotten youʼre holding 
on to a billion dollar bill.  You need to remember your joy.  Letʼs pray.


