
Breath of Heaven 12.19.10 

Janaʼs First Reading: Luke 2:1-7 NIV

The Gift of Christmas:  We come to this Christmas service in 2010 with the intent 
to remember the real gift of Christmas given to us more than 2 millennia ago.  In 
the hustle and busyness of our daily lives, we donʼt want to miss the gift.  It might 
be helpful to consider that the daily lives of Mary, Joseph and all who lived with 
them in Judea was also filled with busyness and distractions.  Here were some of 
the conversations they might have heard... do any of them sound familiar?

• Do you think Caesar will pass the tax omnibus bill in the Senate?
• I wonder if Quirinius will be reappointed in two years?
• Are you worried about disclosing personal information in census?
• Can you believe the traffic this year?
• I bet the security at the gates of Jerusalem will be really tough.
• The government is making everybody report by family and clan.  Havenʼt 

they ever heard of racial profiling?
• I hope you made reservations.  I heard thereʼs no rooms available.

The world of Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus was not so very different than 
our own.  You might remember the story of Joseph and Mary from the gospels of 
Matthew or Luke.  But what if Facebook had been around 2,000 years ago?  
Watch this...

Play Video:  “A Social Network Christmas” [3:49]

Regardless of whether it was the Roman world of patronage and power of 2,000 
years ago or the Facebook social networking world of today, it was then... and is 
now... easy to miss out on the greatest gift that man has ever known - the gift of 
Christmas.  Fortunately, God sent special messengers to announce this great 
gift... to the most unlikely of people.

Janaʼs Second Reading: Luke 2:8-20 NIV

Am I Missing The Gift?:  Much has been written about these shepherds.  
Nothing really special about them.  Max Lucado in his book, The Applause of 
Heaven, may describe them best.  “Ordinary.”

Peasants they were. Probably wearing all the clothes they owned. Smelling 
like sheep and looking just as woolly. They were conscientious, willing to 
spend the night with their flocks. But you won’t find their staffs in a museum 
nor their writings in a library. No one asked their opinion on social justice or 
the application of the Torah. They were nameless and simple.

It was to these nameless, simple, ordinary shepherds that the angels - Godʼs 
messengers - delivered the good news of a Savior, Christ the Lord, being born as 
a baby in swaddling clothes.  Maybe the reason they were chosen was because 
they were ordinary... and not too busy!

“And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  Luke 2:12 ESV

Itʼs really easy for us to miss these key words.  Iʼve underlined them for you.  YOU 
WILL FIND.  Even after receiving the good news of the Christ child being born, the 
shepherds had to go looking.  They had to find him.  I wonder what would have 
happened if they were too busy with other things to go looking for the baby on that 
first Christmas?



IN ORDER FOR GOOD NEWS TO REALLY BE GOOD NEWS TO US... WE 
MUST ACT ON THE GOOD NEWS!  We must respond.  Otherwise itʼs just like old 
newspaper we use to throw garbage away.  Let me ask you - how is it with you 
this Christmas season?  Have you been too busy with Christmas to really respond 
to the good news of Christmas?

Illustration - 234 years ago Colonel Johann Rall, the leader of the British Hessian 
army, received what could have been really good news for him.  On the day after 
Christmas in 1776, a loyalist spy had spotted Washington and his army crossing 
the Delaware River.  Rall could have mustered his troops and met the rag tag 
Americans before they were ready.    However, he was celebrating Christmas - 
drinking and playing cards.  The colonel refused to break from his busyness and 
demanded that the spy hand over the written message, which he promptly put in 
his vest pocket without reading.  The next day he was awakened to the sound of 
musket fire, and having no time to organize or rally his troops, suffered a crushing 
defeat at the hands of Washington - the first over the British.  This Christmas news 
was news that could have saved his life.  The Colonel suffered two wounds that 
led to his death the following day.

Two millennia ago as well as today, Godʼs messengers deliver the good Christmas 
news of the Savior.  Will this be good news for you?  Or will you fold it away and 
miss the true gift of Christmas?

Janaʼs Third Reading: John 1:1-2, 14 NIV
Christy Anne Pierce sings “Breath of Heaven”

The Breath of Heaven:  Christmas is a holiday overlaid with all sorts of fanciful 
beliefs from flying reindeer to Santa Claus sliding down chimneys.  The real gift of 
Christmas is based on a historic reality - the incarnation.  The breath of heaven - 
the very WORD OF GOD, which breathed out creation with his words, which gave 
life to the first man formed from the dust of the ground, which breathed the words 
of the OT into the hearts and minds of the prophets, this breath of heaven became 
the breath of a baby.  The INCARNATION - The Word becoming flesh.  God 
becoming man.  Spirit taking on flesh.  The infinite entering the finite.  The eternal 
becoming time-bound.  The omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent Spirit becoming 
a helpless, dependent baby.  All because God the Father loves us so much that 
He was willing to give us His Son.  This is the gift of Christmas!  This is the good 
news for you and for me.

Maryʼs Song is Our Song.  This is the good news, the Breath of Heaven alive for 
us today.  Breath of Heaven, hold me together, Be forever near me, lighten my 
darkness, pour over me Your holiness for You are Holy.  Is this your song?

Greeting Time:  As we prepare for communion, letʼs celebrate this good news by 
greeting one another with the words, “The Breath of Heaven is with us today!”

Communion: The proof of the Incarnation is the proof of Easter.  Over 500 people 
saw the resurrected Jesus.  Only God could do that.  

Illustration:  The likelihood of only 8 OT prophesies about the Messiah being 
fulfilled is one chance in one hundred million billion.  More than total # of people 
whoʼve ever walked the planet.  Same as silver dollars covering Texas to two feet 
(above knees), marking one and finding it.

This gift of Christmas is no mere coincidence of fate.  This same Jesus, born of 
the virgin Mary, who died, who rose again - told us to drink this cup in memory of 
him.  He will drink with us again when he returns.


