
My notes from today’s talk -

The Gift of Christmas
“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”
Luke 2:7 NRSV

Am I Missing The Gift? 
“And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped 

in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  Luke 2:12 ESV

The Breath of Heaven
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

John 1:14 NIV

Easter - The Proof of Christmas!
“Then he appeared to more than 500 of his followers at once, most of whom 

are still alive, although some have died.” 1 Corinthians 15:6 GNT
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Weʼre So Glad Youʼre Here!
We plan to celebrate Christʼs love 
for seventy-five minutes tonight and 
we hope youʼll sing, pray, laugh and 
learn along with us.  Are you worried 
about the rules - when to stand, 
when to sit, what to say? Donʼt be!  
Weʼve worked hard to make our 
time together just like family.  So sit 
back, relax, and enjoy the service.  
Youʼre definitely among friends here 
at Church Requel.

Breath of Heaven Tonight
Tonight is our Christmas Service!  
Weʼre calling it “Breath of Heaven” 
and we hope you will take this 
opportunity to thank God the Father 
for the special gift of His Son given 
to us.  We are planning on doing 
things a little differently this evening.  
Our Bible readings and teaching will 
be in the beginning.  Then weʼll end 
our service with communion and a 
terrific time of worship and praise!  
If you get the chance, let Nate, 
Jana, Christy and everybody on the 
praise and tech teams know how 
much you appreciate their sacrifice 
in bringing this special service to 
you this evening.

Next Week - The Day After!
Yes, we are planning a great 
worship service for December 26th - 
the day after Christmas.  We are 
calling it “When Wrapping Comes 
Off.”  Do you recall the movie, The 
Christmas Story, when the little boy 
so desperately wanted the BB gun?  
Remember in your own life when 
youʼve anticipated how great your 
life would be after receiving a gift?  
Often we are disappointed.  Believe 
it or not itʼs possible that sometimes 
the gift of our Christian life isnʼt the 
way we anticipated either.  Enjoy a 
wonderful Christmas experience 
with your family, then make sure to 
make next Sunday evening at 
Church Requel a big part of your 
Christmas weekend.
CommunionTonight
Tonight we will celebrate 
communion together. We invite you 
to participate if you are a Christ-
follower.  You do not need to be a 
member of our church.  Reflect 
tonight on the gift of the Savior in 
your life.  Then take the bread and 
cup back to your seat individually 
when youʼre ready. 
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Have You Heard the Breath of Heaven?
This whole week has been a “wow” for me.  Yes, itʼs 
involved a fair amount of preparation.  In the process, 
however, I am reminded of what a wonderful gift 
Christmas really is for us... and how easy it is to miss 
the gift with all the busyness of this season.  Iʼm sure 
each of you have been involved in your own 
preparations - family gatherings, meal planning, 
present shopping.  Itʼs easy to become so “wrapped” 
up in our own gifts to others that we never unwrap 
THE gift from God to us.  The breath of Heaven more 
often comes in the form of a gentle whisper than a megaphone.  We must 
actively listen for it.  Otherwise this breath will blow right by us like the winter 
winds.  My prayer for you this evening is that you will quiet your soul enough 
to hear this breath of Heaven for yourself.  - Affectionately, Pastor Mark

Info Card 
Would you do us the favor of filling 
out the green Info Card from top to 
bottom? We promise that no one will 
show up at your door!  Weʼll use the 
info to keep you posted on whatʼs 
happening at Church Requel.  Also 
you can write a message to Pastor 
Mark on the back of the Info Card.  
He reads them faithfully each and 
every week! Drop off your Info Card 
in one of the offering baskets on the 
communion table.  Thanks!

White Donation Envelope
We appreciate your worship by the 
giving of your tithes and offerings to 
support the ministry of Church 
Requel.  Use the white envelope in 
your program and drop in one of the 
offering baskets on your way out.  
Next week will be the last week your 
donations can be used for the 2010 
income tax year.  All donations 
received or postmarked by 
December 31st will be included in 
your 2010 giving statement.  You 
may also mail your donation to 
Church Requel, 1216 Butternut 
Court, Mansfield, Ohio  44906. 

Prayer Requests and Praises
Do you have something youʼd like 
us to pray about?  After our 
communion time, weʼd be happy to 
pray for your need.  Fill out the 
peach prayer request card and drop 
it on the communion table.  Pastor 
Mark will lead our prayer time 
together after our Communion 
Service.

Songs From Tonight
These are the songs we sang 
tonight in case you want to keep 
singing this week:
“O Come All Ye Faithful” by Jaci 

Velasques
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” by 

Natalie Grant
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” by 

Mannheim Steamroller
“Breath of Heaven” by Amy Grant
“O Come All Ye Faithful” by Third 

Day from Christmas Offerings
“Joy to the World” by Third Day
“All to You” by Lincoln Brewster
“Gloria” by Mercy Me

Christmas Eve with OCF
Would you like to celebrate 
Christmas Eve with some of your 
Church Requel family?  Weʼll be 
joining Ontario Christian Fellowship 
for their Christmas Eve Vespers 
service on December 24th at 7PM.  
This service will be led by the OCF 
team, but they have invited us to 
join them.  If you are in town Friday 
evening and would like to attend a 
Christmas Eve worship service, why 
not join the good folks here at OCF?

Belong Class Online
All eight Belong Class sessions are 
now online!  If you are on the 
membership track and have missed 
a session, please make sure you 
watch or listen to that session.  
These sessions are here: http://
www.churchrequel.org/#/class. 

May I Still Join?
Last weekend we brought in our first 
19 members to Church Requel.  
Thanks to all of you who braved the 
fierce weather for last weekendʼs 
church service to participate in the 
induction ceremony.  For those of 
you who have turned in your 
membership agreement, but could 
not make it last weekend, see Steve 
Thoman.  He has your membership 
certificate.  For those of you who 
had not completed your Belong 
Class as of last weekend, we 
encourage you to finish up online.  
When you are finished, simply turn 
in your signed membership 
agreement to Steve or Pastor Mark.  

Congrats to Nate & Trisha
on the birth of Isaiah Nathaniel on 
Wednesday, December 8th.  Isaiah 
weighed 7 pounds 10 ounces.  Mom 
and son are both healthy.  Congrats!

New Facebook Page
If you see Rachel Barr this 
weekend, thank her for her work on 
Facebook this past week.  She had 
the bright idea of making a Church 
Requel fan page.  Itʼs just getting 
started, but Rachel could use your 
support.  This week when you log 
into Facebook, search for Church 
Requel and then click the “like” 
button.  Whenever someone writes 
on the Church Requel Facebook 
wall, it will show up on your own 
Facebook news feed.  This will be a 
great way to stay connected to one 
another.  Thanks Rachel!

New CR Budget for 2011 
Our leadership team have 
established a new spending plan for 
next year.  They have reduced our 
budget by 20% from our original 
plan.  This is actually slightly less 
than what you as a congregation 
have given on average over the past 
12 months.  This new spending plan 
involved some tough choices, but 
we recognize that money is tight for 
everyone right now and so we must 
adjust accordingly.  We appreciate 
your continued generosity.  If youʼd 
like to have a copy of next yearʼs 
budget, see our treasurer - Shaun 
Jourdan - and he will give you a 
copy.

Tim and Jillian Next Weekend
Next weekend Pastor Markʼs family 
will be celebrating Christmas 
together Sunday morning.  Jillian 
and her new husband, Timothy, 
have agreed to remain in town a few 
extra hours to sing and play his 
guitar for our worship service.  Donʼt 
miss this opportunity to welcome 
them.  And donʼt miss the 
opportunity to bring your own family!
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