
UNWRAP the Present of Christmas 12.26.10 
Acts 9:1-20  ESV

Introduction:  I love Christmas time.  Had a great time with grandkids 
last night, watching them open their Christmas presents.  Not a single 
one wanted to keep the pretty present unwrapped.  All tore wrapping off.  
Last week we talked about the true gift of Christmas - our faith in Christ.  
Tonight I want to talk about unwrapping that gift.  We will use an unusual 
text for a post-Christmas sermon, Acts 9.  Here we see how Paul 
unwraps the gift of Christmas when he first encounters Christ.

___UNLOCK___ my own great expectations.

The first thing we have to do is to unlock our own great expectations.  
Our expectations for our faith and the reality of it are often two 
different things.  The literary minded might remember Charles 
Dickens’ Pip, whose own expectations for his benefactor and his love 
turned out to be quite different than expected.  Or in the Christmas 
Story move, how much Ralphie thought BB gun would be great.

PLAY MOVIE CLIP:  Red Rider BB Gun [1:23]

Have you ever had a present that didn’t turn out like you thought?  
The gift of our Christian faith is like that.  We have great 
expectations.  But the reality may be different.  Even how we come 
to faith is different, one from another... 

“As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. ” Acts 9:3 NIV

Has anyone come to faith by seeing a great light as they were 
traveling?  Some by altar.  Some by invitation.  Some by nature.  All 
different.  Beyond our initial coming to faith, our living out our faith is 
often different than we expect too.  To unwrap the gift of Christianity, 
we need to unlock our expectations and be willing to go where the 
Spirit of Christ leads us.

___NEGATE___ the limitations of my physical sight.
“Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened,

he saw nothing. ” Acts 9:8 ESV

Sometimes we must be blinded before we can really see.  This is 
especially true when it comes to spiritual sight... or faith.  We have to 
learn to see what cannot be seen with our physical eyes.  
Paul reminds us...        “We walk by faith, not by sight.” 2 Cor. 5:7 ESV

Paul had a good start.  He was blinded.  He had to trust others to 
lead him.  If I really want to UNWRAP the gift of Christmas in my life, 
I have to learn to walk by faith.  I have to begin trusting my spiritual 
eyes as much as my physical eyes.  This has been true of every 
Biblical character - a great hope that comes by faith, not sight!

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.  Hebrews 11:1

How can I do this?...  4 Primary Ways:

___WELCOME___ the help of the more experienced.
“Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias. ” 

Acts 9:10a NKJV



For some of us, this may be the most difficult.  Our pride gets in the 
way.  For Paul - the greatest Pharisee of all the Pharisees - to be 
directed to Ananias for his sight, was surely a humbling experience.  
Each of us need the help of the more experienced.  We should each 
be seeking the counsel of a spiritual mentor... Someone who can see 
things that we cannot see... and who has the willingness to tell us 
what we need to hear.

ASK: Who is there in your life who could be a spiritual mentor.  
(2) For the more experienced, who are you mentoring?

___RECOVER___ my spiritual life - Get away!
“And without going up to Jerusalem to confer with those who were apostles 

long before I was—I got away to Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. ” 
Gal. 1:17 MSG

We read this part of the story in Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  This is 
most extraordinary.  Paul writes that he “got away” to Arabia.  
Sometimes when everything is upside down in your world, the best 
thing you can do is just to get away for awhile.  Stop the voices 
around you.  Quiet the voice inside your own head.  And just be still.

“Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him.” Psalm 37:7 ESV

The GNT and NLT adds the words, “to act.”  Wait patiently for God to 
act.  Sometimes to be able to see spiritually, you have to stop trying 
so hard.  Be quiet.  Pray. Wait.  Allow the Lord to act on your behalf.

This may mean getting away for a day or two.  It may mean that your 
whole life has to change.  In Paul’s case his whole life turned upside 
down.  It was 3 years before he went to meet with the disciples!  
Waiting means you are not in control of the timing or the process.  
Ultimately this means...

___ACCEPT___ God’s different plans.
“Ananias answered, “Lord, many people have told me about this man and about 
all the terrible things he has done to your people in Jerusalem. ” Acts 9:13 GNT

God often has different ideas than you!  We think we have it all 
figured out, then God lets us know what’s really going on.  Certainly 
Ananias - by all that we know and read - was God’s faithful servant.  
He’s the one Jesus sent Paul to meet!

We also read Ananias’ honest confession of his doubt. “ God... are 
you sure?  Do you know who this man is?  God, you must be 
confused.  Let me explain it to you!”

What’s great about this story is that we see how faith works with 
God.  It’s not just blind.  God enters into conversation with us 
sometimes.  Ananias hears God.  Ananias talks to God.  Ananias 
listens to God.  Most important... Ananias obeys God:

“So Ananias departed and entered the house.” Acts 9:17 ESV

We know the rest of the story about how Saul became Paul.  But 
Ananias doesn’t know this.  For all he knows, he is walking into 
Saul’s trap - it could cost Ananias his life.  He had unlocked his own 
expectations and negated his own physical sight.  This is faith!  We 
also must be willing to accept God’s different plans for us.



___PROCLAIM___ Christ in faith.
“And immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 

“He is indeed the Son of God!” Acts 9:20 NLT

Circle that word “immediately.”  Paul had only been with the disciples 
in Damascus for a few days.  He hadn’t gone away to Arabia.  He 
hadn’t taken lessons from the other 12 apostles in Jerusalem.  He 
certainly didn’t yet know everything that he would ultimately record in 
the NT or preach to the Greeks.  

BUT THIS HE KNEW: - “Jesus is indeed the Son of God!”  He could 
testify to his own experience.  And he did!!!

For us to UNWRAP the gift of Christmas, we must do the same.  We 
may not know all the theology.  We may not know all the Bible 
verses.  We may not be eloquent in our rhetoric.  But immediately we 
proclaim that Jesus is the Son of God and that He has saved us!  We 
proclaim our belief.  It doesn’t matter that anyone else believes or 
not.  It doesn’t matter what their response is, whether it makes sense 
or not.

Here - the response is confusion.  Wait... who is this?  Isn’t this the 
guy who was causing havoc, who was going to take the believers 
away in chains?  This is the guy who says, “Jesus is the Son of 
God?”

We proclaim.  Trust God to bless it for his glory.

Conclusion:  How is the gift of your Christmas this evening?  Is it 
unwrapped?  Your faith is not meant to be all pretty and shiny with 
ribbons and bows.

Conundrum but true:  Your faith is meant to be torn at and questioned, 
opened and sometimes close to being thrown away.  It’s only when your 
faith is challenged to the point of not working that it really will work!

Faith that you control - faith that sits unwrapped on a shelf - a mental 
assent belief that’s never challenged or questioned - is a faith that will not 
work for you... and will not work you!  Ultimately your faith must take over 
who you are.  Your faith must define you, not the other way around.

If you want a true faith... a faith that survives the tearing and ripping of 
your questions and doubt, then you are going to have to do some 
unwrapping.

U nlock your expectations of what your faith should be

N egate what you can see by your own eyes.  Trust your spiritual eyes.

W elcome the help of the more experienced

R ecover your spiritual life and Get Away, if need be.

A ccept God’s different plans

P roclaim Christ, whether it makes sense or not.


