
U___UNLOCK___ my own great expectations.

“As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. ” Acts 9:3 NIV

N___NEGATE___ the limitations of my physical sight.

“Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened,
he saw nothing. ” Acts 9:8 ESV

W___WELCOME___ the help of the more experienced.

“Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias. ” Acts 9:10a NKJV

R___RECOVER___ my spiritual life - Get away!

“And without going up to Jerusalem to confer with those who were apostles long 
before I was—I got away to Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. ” Gal. 10:17 MSG

A___ACCEPT___ God’s different plans.

“Ananias answered, “Lord, many people have told me about this man and about all 
the terrible things he has done to your people in Jerusalem. ” Acts 9:13 GNT

P___PROCLAIM___ Christ in faith.

“And immediately he began preaching about Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 
“He is indeed the Son of God!” Acts 9:20 NLT
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Weʼre So Glad Youʼre Here!
We plan to celebrate Christʼs love 
for seventy-five minutes tonight and 
we hope youʼll sing, pray, laugh and 
learn along with us.  Are you worried 
about the rules - when to stand, 
when to sit, what to say? Donʼt be!  
Weʼve worked hard to make our 
time together just like family.  So sit 
back, relax, and enjoy the service.  
Youʼre definitely among friends here 
at Church Requel.

Unwrapping the Present
Tonight is our after-Christmas 
service!  Weʼre calling it 
“Unwrapping the Present.”  Last 
weekend we talked about the gift of 
Christmas.  Have you noticed that 
sometimes a gift you have wanted 
and expected turned out to be very 
different than you thought?   
Certainly this can be true of Godʼs 
gift of Christ to us.  Like Charles 
Dickensʻ character, Pip, or Ralphie 
in the Christmas Story, sometimes 
our “Great Expectations” are not 
met... or are met in a different way 
than expected.  Tonight weʼll talk 
about how to UNWRAP the gift of 
Christmas.  

Next - A Proverbial New Year!
We are planning a great worship 
service for January 2nd - the day 
after New Years Day.  We are calling 
it “A Proverbial New Year” and will 
be studying Proverbs 3:1-12 
together.  Some of us make New 
Years resolutions every year.  Of 
course most of these resolutions are 
broken long before the winter snows 
melt.  Others have long since given 
up making any resolutions at all.  
Next weekend weʼll talk about 
resolutions that are worth making 
and that - through Godʼs power - 
can be kept!  Enjoy a wonderful 
New Years Day with your family and 
friends, then finish your New Years 
celebration weekend at Church 
Requel - next Sunday at 6PM!
CommunionTonight
Tonight we will celebrate 
communion together. We invite you 
to participate if you are a Christ-
follower.  You do not need to be a 
member of our church.  Reflect 
tonight on unwrapping the gift of 
Christmas in your life.  Then take 
the bread and cup back to your seat 
individually when youʼre ready. 
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Unwrap Your Present
Have you ever wondered about the sermons that 
didnʼt make it to the pulpit?  I had another idea for 
this weekend -  I thought was an especially good one 
- but then I went in another direction.  Hereʼs good 
advice - even without the sermon attached.  
Unwrap the present of... your present.  The gift of 
the now.  This minute.  We are all given this moment 
as a gift.  Any other gift you receive needs to be 
unwrapped, and so does your present.  This gift is so 
valuable.  Our past is gone forever, except in our 
memories.  Our future is promised to no one, though it can live in our dreams.  
All we really have is our present.  My prayer for all of you is that you would 
make the most of this present, carefully unwrapping each moment in your life. 

 - Wishing you a happy New Year, Pastor Mark

Info Card 
Would you do us the favor of filling 
out the green Info Card from top to 
bottom? We promise that no one will 
show up at your door!  Weʼll use the 
info to keep you posted on whatʼs 
happening at Church Requel.  Also 
you can write a message to Pastor 
Mark on the back of the Info Card.  
He reads them faithfully each and 
every week! Drop off your Info Card 
in one of the offering baskets on the 
communion table.  Thanks!

White Donation Envelope
We appreciate your worship by the 
giving of your tithes and offerings to 
support the ministry of Church 
Requel.  Use the white envelope in 
your program and drop it in one of 
the offering baskets on your way 
out.  This week will be the last week 
your donations can be used for the 
2010 income tax year.  All donations 
received or postmarked by 
December 31st will be included in 
your 2010 giving statement.  You 
may also mail your donation to 
Church Requel, 1216 Butternut 
Court, Mansfield, Ohio  44906. 

Prayer Requests and Praises
Do you have something youʼd like 
us to pray about?  After our 
communion time, weʼd be happy to 
pray for your need.  Fill out the 
peach prayer request card and drop 
it on the communion table.  After our 
communion service, weʼll pray 
together for the needs and praises 
of our congregation.

Songs From Tonight
These are the songs we sang 
tonight in case you want to keep 
singing this week:
“O Come All Ye Faithful” by Jaci 

Velasques
“Beautiful One” by Tim Hughes
“Open Up the Sky” by Deluge
“Our God” by Chris Tomlin

Belong Class Online
All eight Belong Class sessions are 
now online!  If you are on the 
membership track and have missed 
a session, please make sure you 
watch or listen to that session.  
These sessions are here: http://
www.churchrequel.org/#/class. 

May I Still Join?
Two weeks ago we brought in our 
first 19 members to Church Requel.  
Thanks to all of you who braved the 
fierce weather for that weekendʼs 
church service to participate in the 
induction ceremony.  For those of 
you who have turned in your 
membership agreement, but could 
not make the induction, see Steve 
Thoman.  He has your membership 
certificate.  For those of you who 
had not completed your Belong 
Class as of that weekend, we 
encourage you to finish up online.  
When you are finished, simply turn 
in your signed membership 
agreement to Steve or Pastor Mark.  

The Williams Thank You
Both Nate and Trisha want you all to 
know how great it is to be a part of 
this community at Church Requel.  
They have deeply appreciated all 
the meals and well wishes that you 
have bestowed upon them.  They 
also thank you for your prayers.  
After we prayed last weekend, 
Isaiah has been sleeping most of 
each night since!

New Facebook Page
If you see Rachel Barr this 
weekend, thank her for her work on 
Facebook this past week.  She had 
the bright idea of making a Church 
Requel fan page.  Whenever 
someone writes on the Church 
Requel Facebook wall, it will show 
up on your own Facebook news 
feed.  This will be a great way to 
stay connected to one another.  This 
week we were able to update you 
on the status of Trish Trubachik and 
Isaiah Williams.  Spread the news 
about the Facebook Church Requel 
page.  Thanks Rachel!

New CR Budget for 2011 
Our leadership team has 
established a new spending plan for 
next year.  They have reduced our 
budget by 20% from our original 
plan.  This is actually slightly less 
than what you as a congregation 
have given on average over the past 
12 months.  This new spending plan 
involved some tough choices, but 
we recognize that money is tight for 
everyone right now and so we must 
adjust accordingly.  We appreciate 
your continued generosity.  If youʼd 
like to have a copy of next yearʼs 
budget, see our treasurer - Shaun 
Jourdan - and he will give you a 
copy.

Level 2 Snow Emergency
We are often asked in the winter 
months about our church closing 
policy.  When do we close because 
of bad weather? ... and how can you 
find out about it?  In general, our 
policy is that we will close whenever 
Richland County declares a level 2 
snow emergency.  You can always 
find out our open or closed status by 
checking either ChurchRequel.org 
or ChurchRequel.com websites.

2010 Giving Statements
Would you like to know what your 
giving to Church Requel totals for 
2010?  Your giving statement can be 
accessed at any time by logging 
onto our online community website.  
Youʼll need your username and 
password.  If you need to know your 
password or you want us to print 
your statement, see our treasurer, 
Shaun Jourdan, Steve Thoman, or 
Pastor Mark.  We greatly appreciate 
your financial generosity to the 
Church Requel ministry.
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