
A Proverbial New Year - Part 2  01.09.11 
Proverbs 3:1-12  ESV
Video:  One Small Step [1:18]

Introduction:  Proverbs 14:15 tells us that a sensible man carefully 
considers his steps.  I love this video because it reminds us that rather 
than get too focused on the long term goal or resolution we make, we 
should keep in mind the step that we take today which will get us “one 
step closer” to our goal.  

Still, making resolutions is important.  These are promises to ourselves.  
We sit down and evaluate where we are now and think about where we 
want to be.  Then we make resolutions to change, to move closer to our 
desired path than the path we are on now.

How are you doing?  Have some of you made more resolutions since 
last week?  Those who have made resolutions, how are you doing with 
them.  I told you about my 3 last week.  Iʼm doing good in 2 out of 3.  
Explain.

My goal for you is that you would include one spiritual resolution in your 
goal setting for 2011.  We are studying Proverbs 3, which Marci read for 
us earlier, to give us some ideas for our spiritual resolutions.  We 
covered 3 last week.  Letʼs review those quickly.

#1 - I resolve to Invest More in Godʼs Word.  Read Prov. 3:1-2
We cannot keep Godʼs commandments unless we know them.  So 
my challenge to you last week was to commit to some kind of daily 
plan for reading or studying Godʼs Word more.
We note 2 promises: 
A.  Iʼll live longer.  
B. My days will be more fulfilled. 
C. “peace.”  shalom, in Hebrew.  wholeness, healthy, harmony.

#2 - I resolve to Be More Like God.  Read Proverbs 3:3-4
“Steadfast Love” 194x / “Faithful”  94 times to describe God, 
It means we should be more like God.  As Paul says in the NT, we 
are to put on our new God-like natures.  So we pick some God 
attribute, which is possible for humans, and work on it: faithfulness, 
loyalty, patience, giving.

“
Promises if resolve kept:
1. Finding favor and success - with both men and God
2. Success means good reputation, a good name

#3 - I resolve to Trust in the Lord.  Read Proverbs 3:5-6
“Trust” is the key word.  Godʼs ways and thoughts are not like ours.  
We canʼt always understand.  So we trust.  Implies faith.  Leaning on 
Godʼs Understanding of things - even when they donʼt make sense to 
us.  We lean upon God with our whole heart.  To the Hebrews this 
meant emotions, intellect, and will.  

Thereʼs also a promise for those who trust fully in the Lord:  “He 
will make straight your paths.”  More than just guidance.  God 
will remove the obstacles, making a smooth path.



#4 - I resolve to Fear the Lord.  Read Proverbs 3:7-8
It may seem like the Wisdom writer is taking us down a side street 
here, but he really isnʼt.  Arrogance may be our biggest enemy.  We 
may become “wise in our own eyes,” and thus feel like we donʼt need 
to even concern ourselves about God.  We become gods in our own 
eyes - in control of our own destinies, without need of God.

The truth is that we will never truly understand anything until we first 
come to an appreciation of the fearsomeness and awesomeness and 
the complete otherness of who God is.  This is why...

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;  
fools despise wisdom and instruction.”  Proverbs 1:7 ESV

Fear of the Lord means more than just quaking in our boots - though 
thatʼs exactly what we would do if we were physically confronted with 
Him in all His majesty and power.  It also means having a healthy 
reverence for Him and giving Him priority in our lives.

Notice the connection between “fear of the Lord” and “turn away from 
evil.”  The translation is sin.  When we are wise in our own eyes, we 
give excuses to our sin - itʼs not that bad, everyoneʼs doing it, God 
understands, He forgives me, I canʼt help myself.  But when we see 
our evil in the light of Godʼs goodness, we are undone.  It helps us to 
reverse our course.

Thatʼs why the promise: “healing to our flesh and refreshment to our 
bones” because without sin, we live according to the way God 
created us to be.

#5 - I resolve to Tithe to the Lord.  Read Proverbs 3:9-10.
First fruits means I give the first part to God and to His work.  To 
become like God, I must become a giving person.  This is a matter of 
trust.  We are saying: “Everything I have, God, is because of You.  I 
recognize my trust in You and Your ways by giving You the first part... 
and trusting You to bless the other 9 parts.”

This also comes with a promise - that our barns and vats will be filled 
- actually overflowing - “bursting with wine.”  God is audacious in His 
promise.  He knew we would hold our finances back - the hardest 
(last) thing to trust.  So He gives permission (only here) to test Him:

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will 

not have room enough for it.” Malachi 3:10 NIV

If we say to ourselves that we cannot get by on 90% of our income 
and wealth - then the sad truth is that we wonʼt get by on 100% 
either.  The evidence is overwhelming that Americans have long lived 
on the credit of debt - living beyond their means.  Godʼs way is 
different - and sometimes not understood.  (Remember His ways are 
unfathomable!)  When we trust Him with our tithe, He makes much 
more out of the 90%.  Understand that itʼs not as if the tithe is His 
and the rest is ours.  It all belongs to God.  Itʼs all His.  We give our 



first fruits to Him and ask Him to bless the rest of His money in and 
through us.  

#6 - I resolve Accept the Lordʼs Discipline.  Read Proverbs 3:11-12. 
Letʼs face it.  No one likes discipline.  Illustration: This past year I 
have admired my own son, Jonathan, as Iʼve watched him raise his 3 
sons: Grayden, Cohen, and Lincoln.  Each of the three has a very 
different personality; each need discipline in their lives; and each 
respond in a different way.  Jonathan - as a loving father - has also 
learned to discipline each in a unique way.  Jonathan is patient and 
loving, but firm.  Each time he communicates why the discipline is 
being given, what is expected, and how much he loves his sons.

As we are older, discipline comes in the form of disappointment and 
discouragement.  At times things donʼt go the way we want them too.  
Often this is because we live in a sinful world.  But sometimes, it can 
be because our heavenly Father loves us enough to say, “no” or “not 
yet” or “not for you.”  Our tendency, like my grandsons, is to become 
mad and throw a fit.  This is - if possible - even more unproductive 
with our loving Father God, than my grandsons with my son.  God 
loves us with a steadfast love - sometimes that means he loves us 
even when we are unlovable.

We have a choice, though, and some of us need to make the choice 
as our resolution for 2011 - to consider our setbacks as our loving 
Father reproving us - saying “no” or “not yet.”  This is an important 
choice, weʼre told by the Proverbs writer, because once we 
recognize the possibility of the Lordʼs reproof, we can be reminded of 
the Lordʼs love and of His delight in us.  We are given the opportunity 
to find comfort in our Fatherʼs delight and love, rather than in what 
we had so earnestly sought after.

Conclusion:  I donʼt expect you to make 6 spiritual resolutions this 
evening.  But you could make - and with Godʼs Spirit empowering you - 
you could keep at least one new spiritual resolution.  Which one?    Put a 
star next to the spiritual resolution that you feel is the one you most need 
to work on.  Donʼt go with your strongest... Pick your weakest.  Then pray 
that God will show you the small steps you need to take.

Pray.


