Final Words Part 2 - Abide In Me 03.27.11
John 15:1-6 ESV (read by Jana)
Introduction: In these last few weeks before Easter we are considering
the last few words of Jesus to his followers. Jesus knew the cross was
before him. He knew his time was short. He knew these would be the
last words he would be able to share with his disciples (and with us.) In
some ways these are his most important instructions.
First - in John 13 he gave his most profound leadership instructions that
the greatest will be the least. And he washed their feet. Second (last
weekend), he promised them that he would return; he gave them the
hope of “Many Rooms.” He also told them that it was good for them (as
us) that he leave because then the Holy Spirit - the Comforter, the
Advocate, the Helper - would come and be with us.
And then he gave us this most important instruction. Abide in me. Live
in me. Remain in me. Today Iʼd like to focus on these three little words
and the lesson that Jesus teaches about it - because it was so important
to him, and should be so important to us. In these final days his final
words were NOT live FOR me. But rather live IN me. Have you ever
considered the profound difference this makes?

Roll Video

Video: “Live In Me” by One Time Blind [2:02]
Is this how YOU picture the Christian life? A life of religiosity, of piety, of
living one way when you think of Christ and another when you are away
from your Christian friends and the church? How do you ABIDE in
Jesus? What does that look like. When Jesus tells them that he will not
leave them as orphans and that He will live in them, he gives “The
Vineyard” allegory. An allegory is when one thing become the illustration
for something else. In 1st century Palestine, they knew what a vineyard
was - much better than do we in 21st century Ohio. There are 4
elements to this allegory. Lets consider each one...
1st Element - The Vine is ___OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST___.
“I am the true vine.” John 15:1 / “I am the vine.” John 15:5
Jesus starts off by stating flatly that HE is the true vine. IOW, he is the
true source of life, of strength, of the very ability to BE a Christian.
Again, itʼs important we view this in the context of his talking about the
Holy Spirit. What good would it be to send the HS to his followers if
they chose to live apart from Him?
Because we donʼt always understand the idea of a vineyard and
branches, often todayʼs teachers will talk about the trunk of a tree with
the branches. Jesus might have said, “I am the trunk, you are the
branches.” Illustration - But I think if he were talking to our generation
today he might have said, “I am the power, you are the cords.” Even
as I write this sermon at my booth in Panera, my computer is hooked
up to an outlet. My computer needs either electricity from the outlet or
from the battery. If I donʼt keep it connected to one or the other, it
doesnʼt operate. The same is true of our Christian lives - we must
remain “charged” by the Spirit of Christ.

Before we leave this first element of the allegory, we must ask
ourselves the reason for the one little word, “true.” “I am the TRUE
vine.” Which leads us to the very natural question, “What would be a
FALSE or UNTRUE vine?” Where do we look for our Christian life that
might actually be a poor substitute for the TRUE Christ. If we “plug in”
to a false vine, we will be disappointed and ultimately will wither and
die. Some examples: someone else living as a Christian, a role model,
a parent, the pastor, other people in the church. All these can be good
mentors, but all ultimately should (1) point the way to the true Christ,
and (2) be very open about their own dependency upon Christ... about
their own failures and need for grace.
2nd Element - The branches are ___CHRIST-FOLLOWERS___.
“As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in me.” John 15:4b ESV
The right understanding of who we are and how we live out our
Christian lives is key. Because think about what a branch is apart from
the tree? What good is it? Itʼs good for nothing but firewood or for
insects to make their home. It rots. Itʼs dead. Nothing grows out of it.
No leaves. No fruit. Nothing. The same is true of us.
THE KEY WORD IS ___ABIDE___. (11x in 11 verses)
”Remain in me, and I will remain in you.” John 15:4a NIV
So the key thing that makes the difference between being a dead,
good for nothing, rotting, ready for the fireplace kind of Christian... and
an alive, reproducing, fruitful kind of Christian is ABIDING. Remaining.
Not getting ahead. Not staying behind. Living in Christ. So how can
you and I know whether or not that is the kind of Christian we
are? Jesus gives 5 examples of what “abiding” looks like...
5 Ways to Know I’m Abiding:
1. I produce “fruit.” v.2
2. I experience “pruning.” v.2
3. My prayers are answered. v. 7
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4. I experience a deepening love for Christ / other believers. v. 9, 12-13
5. I experience joy. v. 11.
During this pre-Easter season, it would be a really great personal study
for you to look over these 5 evidences of your abiding. I should bring
assurance to your uncertainty and doubts. And it should cause you to
examine those parts of your life where the evidence isn’t so compelling.
For today, I’d like to focus our attention on the first two, the
evidence of fruit and pruning. We see this in the 3rd element...
3rd Element - The vinedresser is ___OUR HEAVENLY FATHER___.
“My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit.” John 15:2 ESV
We often donʼt look at this text as support for the Trinity, but we should.
Consider... Jesus (the Son, the second person in the Trinity) has just
introduced the idea of the Holy Spirit coming (3rd person). He says

“Abide in me,” the means of which is in HS, the Spirit of Christ. Then
Jesus tells us the role of Father (the 1st person) that he prunes us! We
see here two primary reasons for pruning...
Two Reasons for Pruning:
Because I’m nothing but ___DRYED-OUT ROTTED WOOD___.
Because I could be ___EVEN MORE FRUITFUL___.
No one likes the idea of pruning. At least not from the branch’s
perspective. Who wants to be cut off and made into firewood? (v. 6)
But even the fruitful are PRUNED BACK! Great... I produce fruit but
not enough or not the right kind or not the right place. And so the
Father prunes. Our problem is one of perspective. We need to see
it from the vinedresser’s point of view...
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Video: “Vineyard Pruning” [1:53] www.legourmet.tv Spring Pruning
For the vinedresser, not every fruitful vine will do. Only those growing
in a particular direction. Those with “vertical shoot positions,” growing
up and not out. Just like the vinedresser in the video wants the
branches to get the right amount of sunshine from one end of the row
to the other, Jesus tells us that the Father will prune us so that we
continue to get the optimum amount of “Sonshine” - the Son of God!
Then we’ll produce the optimum amount of fruit.
Also, did you see in the video the fact that the vinedresser has a
“Plan”? He has in mind where he would like the canopy. He has in
mind where he would like the fruit.
Finally, pruning takes place after the winter in the spring. Before the
next big growth spurt. Again, from the point of view of the branches
this seems almost UNFAIR. I’ve just gone through a winter time. I’m
already more dried up than usual. I’m already feeling the NEED for
God’s Spirit in my life. And what’s God’s response? To start pruning!
To cut away what is not necessary, not helpful, not growing, or not
growing in God’s own plan. However, remember the result: great
growth... in the right direction... within the plan... and much fruit...
4th Element - The fruit. Not just results! We can’t “make it happen!”
If we read this allegory about Jesus being the vine, the Father the
vinedresser, and ourselves as branches, and then we walk away and
say to ourselves, “well then, I’d better be about producing fruit,” we will
have missed it altogether. This isn’t about results. This isn’t like work
where we have to produce results so we keep the job. This is about
life. About breathing in the Spirit of Christ. About staying connected.
About remaining, abiding, living in Christ. Our take-away lesson
should be:
It takes a ___LIVING ORGANISM___ to produce fruit.
The focus of our Christian lives should be about LIFE. Not about
producing fruit. The fruit is the natural evidence of the fact that we
indeed are living, breathing, genuine, healthy Christ-followers.
So what does this “fruit” look like?

Six kinds of fruit talked about in the Bible:
1. Winning others to Christ (Romans 1:13) / Being part of the harvest
(John 4:35-38). This is much more natural than any artificial
“plan.” We live our lives within the Spirit of Christ, we will do things
differently, we will experience life abundantly, regardless of our
circumstances we experience joy. That will get noticed. In a very
natural way we’ll find others coming to Christ because of our life.
We learn to put words to the experience, but the experience must
come first and be authentic!
2. Growing in holiness and obedience (Romans 6:22). We find
ourselves very naturally changing from doing our own thing to
wanting to do God’s thing. We begin to think of ourselves as
belonging to God, as being set aside for his special use. We find
ourselves honestly praying “Thy will be done.” We look for ways of
doing “God’s will on Earth as it is in Heaven.”
3. Giving my money for God’s purposes and people (Romans 15:28).
This comes out of a heart of worship, to please God. Not from a “I
gotta do this” kind of duty. We find ourselves wishing we had more
to give. Because we are becoming more like God and God is
giver!
4. Growing in Christian character (Galatians 5:22-23). The Bible
talks about “fruits of the spirit.” Love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. The
evidence comes when we realize this is more than our own
personality at work. This is the personality of Christ living in and
through us!
5. Doing Good Works (Colossians 1:10). Even here the “fruit of good
works” results naturally out of “walking “ or “living” in a manner
worthy of the Lord. We do good things not just because it makes
us look good, but because it is the natural result of walking with
Christ.
6. The Praise of My Lips (Hebrews 13:15). Putting words to my
worship - not only in church but throughout the week.
Conclusion: As we prepare ourselves for communion, I think it would
be fully appropriate for us to once more bring praise to our lips by singing
“In Christ Alone.” Today we’ve been reminded that it is only in Christ
alone that we remain alive - that we receive everything we need to do the
will of God and to please Him and live FOR Him. We only live FOR Him
by remaining IN Him. Think about these lyrics as you sing them:
In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and story
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
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