
Commence Your Story 06.05.11

Intro:  This is the season of graduations.  Yesterday Mary Kay and I 
attended Stephen McKinney’s HS graduation party.  Next weekend we 
will attend our Jessica’s graduation from North Central State College.  
And we will hear a commencement address.  Graduation ceremonies 
mean graduation speeches.  The theme is usually some version of “how 
to make the most of your life.”  Here are a few memorable quotes:

• “It doesn’t matter that your dream came true if you spent your whole 
life sleeping.” Jerry Zucker, director and movie producer

• “Remembering that you are going to die is the best way I know to avoid 
the trap of thinking you have something to lose.” Steve Jobs, Apple Inc.

• “In football we always said that the other team couldn’t beat us. We 
had to be sure we didn’t beat ourselves. And that’s what people have 
to do too-- make sure they don’t beat themselves.” Woody Hayes, OSU

This got me to thinking.  What about a commencement talk for the rest of 
us?  As Dave reminded me of this Seinfeld quote: “What about a festivus 
for the rest of us?”  After all, each day is the first day of the rest of our 
lives, a new beginning, a commencement. Of what truths should we be reminded?  

If Jesus were invited to give a commencement speech what would he say?  
What would we remember? Here’s one quote I think would stick with us:

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”  
John 10:10b NIV

If your life were written down in the pages of a book, would it be a “full 
book?”  Would it be a book you would want to read?  If you’re not sure of 
the answer to that question, it’s not too late.  You can start writing a new 
book today, one day at a time, one page at a time!

Natasha Bedingfield, in her song “Unwritten,” captures this idea:

I am unwritten, can't read my mind, I'm undefined
I'm just beginning, the pen's in my hand, ending unplanned

Staring at the blank page before you
Open up the dirty window
Let the sun illuminate the words that you could not find

What is the story of your life?  How can you make the most of your 
story?  Whether you have just graduated, have never graduated, or like 
me, are now celebrating the 3rd anniversary of your 18th birthday, here is 
what I would say is the way to make the most of your remaining story.  
We learn it from 2 Cor. 8, where Paul writes to one congregation giving...

How to Make the Most of My Story

1.  I’ll model my life after God: ___BECOME A GIVER___.
“I can assure you that they gave as much as they could, and even more 

than they could. Of their own free will.” 2 Corinthians 8:3 GNT

God created us.  He gave us life.  He gave us his Word so we might 
know more about Him.  And He gave us His Son!

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son...” John 3:16 NIV



God is a giver.  If we want to be like God... which would make 
anyoneʼs book the best story possible, then we should also want to be 
givers.  Key words from the Bible: a) “believe” 272x; b) “pray” 371x; c) 
“love” 714x.  Any idea how many times the word “give” is in the Bible?

The word “give” __2,162__ x in the Bible!  

We’ve all heard that there are givers and takers in the world and that 
it’s better to be a giver.  But have you ever wondered if (1) it were 
really true and, if so, (2) how to really know whether you’re a giver or 
taker, and... (3) if you want to be more of a giver how to go about it?

Let’s tackle those 3 questions.  First: I’ve been both.  I’ll admit it.  One 
cannot be a top Wall Street broker without having BIG taker working 
on the inside.  Over the last decade all that has changed.  I don’t 
proclaim that I’m now purely a “giver.” None of us arrive.  We’re 
always working on it.  However, the focus of my life is more on the 
“giver” side.  I think Marlo Thomas’ father (Danny) sums it up best:  
“The takers may eat better, but the givers sleep better!”

How do you know, really, which one you are... a giver or a taker.  
Jesus gave us the best measuring tool:
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:21 ESV

Look at your checkbook register, your calendar, your thinking, your 
action.  Youʼll find your treasure.  It will either be self oriented or other 
oriented. Letʼs consider how our treasures my be more “giver” focused.

2.  I’ll make my relationship with God ___MY TOP PRIORITY___.
“They gave themselves first to the Lord.”   2 Corinthians 8:5 ESV

If I want to become a giver like God is a giver, the way to do it is to 
know Him better.  Know about Him by studying His word.  And know 
him by spending time in prayer. This is so much harder than it sounds.  
We have to be deliberate about it because all the demands of life 
constantly scream for our attention.  Jesus told us that we should 
“seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness then all these 
things will be added.”  How?  Peterson says we have to get soaked!

“Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry 
about missing out. You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met.”

Matthew 6:33 MSG
No one ever accidentally made themselves a cup of tea.  One must 
first boil the water, pour it into a cup, then “steep” the tea bag until it 
changes the color and flavor of the water into tea.  The same is true of 
you and me.  The more we are “steeped” into God the more we will be 
like him.  We never stop steeping... and we never stop studying...

3.  I’ll never ___STOP___ being a student.
“But just as you excel in everything - in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 

in complete earnestness and in your love for us...” 2 Cor. 8:7a NIV

Graduating seniors never like to hear this.  Itʼs true.  We should never 
stop being a student.  Thereʼs a continuous striving, an ongoing 
desire for excellence.  A lifetime student never stops learning, never 
stops being excited about learning.  The more we know about God 



the more amazed we become about His creation.  The more we 
discover about ourselves, how God made us, what He expects of us 
(which is different for each one of us) the more we can focus our 
study.  In all our studies, though, we should always make time to 
study Godʼs Word so we might know more about Him.
“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15 KJV

When it comes to being a student, of God or anything else, we want 
to find a balance. OTOH we never stop being student, but OTOH...

4.  I’ll never ___BE SATISFIED WITH ONLY___ being a student.
“But just as you excel in everything - see that you also excel in this grace of 

giving.”  2 Corinthians 8:7b NIV

IOW, we want to excel not only in theory, but also in practice.  We 
donʼt want to know about giving... we want to BE givers.  Like 
anything else in life transferring theory into doing takes practice!

Illustration - Part of Jessicaʼs education to become a respiratory 
therapist is the “clinical” side, the actual doing of the work.  This past 
Thursday she wrote on her Facebook: “All done. The next time Iʼm 
doing respiratory care I will be getting paid.”  Over the past two years 
sheʼs provided breathing treatments and care to people from the age 
of premature babies in NIC unit of Childrenʼs Hospital to folks in the 
Nursing Home.  She knows her stuff.  Not just from the book, though.

In the same way, when it comes to being a giver and not a taker, 
when it comes to writing the best life story we can, we canʼt just think 
about it... or read about... or even just talk about it.  We have to do it!

“Do not simply listen and then forget it, but put it into practice—
they will be blessed by God in what they do.” James 1:25b GNT

5.  I’ll care more about the generosity of my __LOVE FOR OTHERS___ 

than about the generosity of my ___BANK ACCOUNT___.

Authentic, real, genuine generosity is not something that can be 
commanded.  If we have the heart of God, weʼll have the heart of Christ:

“I am not commanding you to give. But I want to see if your love is true... 
You know that Christ was rich, but for you he became poor so that by 

his becoming poor you might become rich.”  2 Cor. 8:8-9 NCV

Thereʼs nothing wrong with having a generous bank account.  In truth, 
itʼs difficult to give - at least financially - to others unless you have 
saved financial resources.  At the end of this text Paul talks about 
being “ready to give,” and you canʼt be ready to give without resources.

It really is more a matter of attitude, about whatʼs most important, 
about what the priority of your life is about.  Your story will be so much 
more interesting - to you and others - if your priority is your love for 
other people.  Thatʼs a story worth reading!  Thatʼs a story worth writing!

That brings us to the finish line of our talk today...



6.  I’ll “commence” to be a ___FINISHER___.

I donʼt think Iʼve ever been to a graduation ceremony or 
“commencement” where someone doesnʼt remind everyone that this 
ceremony is not the end, but is the beginning.  At the beginning of this 
talk I reminded everyone that today is the first day of the rest of our 
lives, that we can begin a new life with a new page, a new day.

Itʼs also true that we will be known in life NOT for what we begin, but 
for what we finish.  We should finish what we start...

“Now you should finish what you started. Let the eagerness you showed in the 
beginning be matched now by your giving. Give in proportion to what you 

have.”  2 Corinthians 8:11 NLT

When it comes to a life that is given away, a life lived to the fullest - as 
Jesus described, itʼs easy to get sidetracked.  Itʼs easy to talk about it.  
Itʼs easy to think about this “giving it all away” kind of lifestyle on 
Sunday evenings, but then live a “taking it all back” kind of lifestyle the 
rest of the week.

I urge you not to be only a good starter, but to also be a good finisher.  

Illustration - Has anyone ever bought a good starter anything?  You 
know what I mean... a good “starter home?”  A good “starter bicycle?”  
A good “starter musical instrument?”  I was telling Dave last night 
about my dadʼs history of owning banjos.  He bought his first banjo 
when I gave up the trombone in 4th grade.  Dad traded my trombone 
in for his first “starter banjo.”  A starter anything is a good thing to start 
with, but not what you want to end up with.  I donʼt want you to be 
known as a good starter.  I want you to be known as a good finisher.

If youʼre not a giver now... START being a giver.  If youʼve STARTED, 
but gotten sidetracked, get back on track!  Be a FINISHER!  Let your 
life be known, let your story be written, that you were a giver right to 
the very end.  Like Paul, may you also be able to say:

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”
2 Timothy 4:7 ESV

Pray and Benediction.


