
Who’s Changing Who? 06.12.11

Bible Reading: Luke 6:40-45
Video: “Change The World” by Dan Severs [1:57]

Intro:  It is true.  You were created for more.  If you are a Christ-follower, 
you are a child of God.  He created you not just to fit in with the world.  
He created you for an extra-ordinary life.  You have within you the power 
of Christ to change the world around you!  If you are a Christ-follower, 
His Spirit lives inside of you so that you might be Christ to the world 
around you.  Jesus said it himself:

“A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained 
will be like his teacher.” Luke 6:40 NIV

This begs 2 questions: (1) what was the teacher like... that should give 
us a clue as to what we should be like; and (2) how is our training going?

We could and should take a lifetime to study what Jesus was like.  We 
have the basic picture though, right?  He was a man who changed the 
world.  He was filled with compassion.  He was overflowing with God’s 
love.  He could be found where there were broken people.  He fed the 
hungry.  He healed the sick.  He encouraged the spirits of the poor.  So it 
makes sense then, if we are his students... his disciples... that we will be 
training to be like Jesus: to be filled with compassion, overflowing with 
God’s love, with broken people feeding the hungry, healing the sick, 
encouraging the poor.

That leads us to our second question: How is your training going?  We’re 
all at different places in our spiritual journey, but if we are indeed Christ-
followers we should be able to see a direction as we look back over the 
last month, the last six months, the last year.  We should see ourselves 
becoming more compassionate, more filled with love, more involved in 
the doing of changing the world around us, bringing God’s heaven to this 
earth.  We should see ourselves more and more in the process of 
changing the world.

That leads us to our one major idea for this talk today.  Either:

The ___WORLD___ is changing ___US___ 

OR

 ___WE___ are changing the ___WORLD___.

If you’re not really sure which is true in your life, here’s your first hint:  the 
default is option one - the world is changing you!  You have to be really 
deliberate, going against the flow, thinking about it, thinking about Jesus, 
praying, reading, being filled with His Presence, talking with your fellow 
Christ-followers, training yourselves to become like Christ... and having 
Christ influence you through all of that to be in the second group.  

Illustration - Last weekend X-Men First Class came out.  There’s one 
line in the movie that applies to our talk today:

Play Video: “X-Men First Class” clip [00:52]
The same temptation that Satan used on Jesus in the wilderness, he 
uses on you and me.  Live for ourselves.  Become kings and queens.  
Use your unique gifts and abilities (we don’t have to be X-men 
superheroes to know that we are each created by God with certain 
unique gifts and abilities) selfishly for yourself rather than for other 
people or for bringing God’s will (Heaven) to Earth.



The ironic part of this whole story is that if you ask anyone what makes a 
GREAT king or a GREAT queen, it’s the fact that they put their Kingdom 
subjects ahead of themselves - it’s how they care for others!  If you’d like 
to be GREAT in God’s kingdom, you’ll find yourself SERVING others.  
This is how Jesus put it to us:

Jesus:  “The greatest among you shall be your servant.”  Matthew 23:11

I know that so far I haven’t said anything new.  You know that you 
constantly fight the urge within you to be the king of your own little world 
than to be a servant in God’s GREAT kingdom.  You want to be the 
servant that Jesus describes as the “greatest” but find yourself 
continuously failing.  Does this struggle sound familiar to anyone?  Why 
is this so?
We must change on the ___INSIDE___ 

before we can change on the  ___OUTSIDE___.

Jesus put it this way:   “The good man brings good things out of the good stored 
up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up 

in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.”
Luke 6:45 NIV

If you want to be good on the outside, if you want to be what Jesus calls 
the “greatest,” then you can’t just do things on the outside.  You have to 
work on the inside first.  The outside work of serving others will come 
naturally out of the inside changes of your heart.  Jesus describes it as 
an “overflow.”  It’s the Greek word, περίσσευμα, and it means surplus, 
excess, abundance, fullness.  It’s the same root word that we studied last 
week.  Jesus said I have come that you might have life and have it 
περισσός.  

Flood Illustration:  Anyone who has followed the news this spring can 
understand this illustration of overflow from fullness or abundance.  Think 
of the flooding of the Missouri or Mississippi rivers, when the engineers 
have to open up the floodgates.  It’s not like the water has a choice.  
When the floodgates are opened the water flows.  If the floodgates aren’t 
opened, the water will flood its banks some other place.  There’s just too 
much.  There’s more water than the river can hold.  In the same way 
Jesus tells us that the good things we do... those serving things we do 
that he says makes us the “greatest,” overflow naturally from a heart that 
is just too full of God’s goodness to do anything else.

This overflow from our hearts is ___MORALITY-NEUTRAL___.  We’ll 
overflow - περίσσευμα - either the good or the bad, whatever is stored 
up... that’s what will overflow out.  Do you see it?  Verse 45 applies to the 
good man AND to the evil man.

Example:  We’re shocked when we see something like the Congressman 
Weiner’s Twitter scandal.  We ask ourselves: “What could he have been 
thinking?”  Clearly he wasn’t.  He made a mistake.  He explains that he sent 
his photo via Twitter instead of Direct Message.  Then he panicked.  The real 
mistake, though, is what he had been storing up in his heart over these past 
years with other women in the Twitterverse. And lest we think we’re superior, 
I assure you we’re not.  We each overflow with what’s stored inside.

We don’t like to think this way.  Most of us don’t live in a black and white 
world - a world where there is purely good and purely evil.  We see 
everything more in shades of gray.  The evil person occasionally does 
good things and the good person occasionally does evil things.  Jesus, 



though, is much more of a black and white... results kind of person in his 
teaching.  In fact, he tells us that...

The primary indicator of the ___INSIDE HEART___
are the ___OUTSIDE ACTIONS (FRUIT)___ of a person.

Jesus:   “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.  
Each tree is recognized by its own fruit.”  Luke 6:43-44a NIV

Our problem with this outside measurement for most of us is that we do 
the wrong comparisons.  We measure our outside actions to the 
Congressman Weiner’s of the world and thus make ourselves feel 
superior.  OR we compare our outside actions to others around us and 
feel at least as good as anyone else.  But those are the wrong 
comparisons.  

Here’s my question for you today.  Are you changing the world like Jesus 
changed the world.  He is your comparison!  If you are a Christ follower 
then you should be following Christ’s example... doing the things he did.  

• Maybe you can’t feed 5,000 people from a few loaves and fishes.  But 
when’s the last time you fed the hungry?  Gave to support a feeding 
ministry.  Or better yet, volunteered at a soup kitchen?

• Maybe you can’t miraculously heal the sick.  But when is the last time 
you gave to support the building of a medical clinic or hospital?  
When’s the last time you visited the sick - who wasn’t your friend or 
family member?

• Maybe you can’t command the seas to calm.  But when’s the last time 
you gave to a relief organization like Red Cross to help the flood or 
tornado victims?  Or when’s the last time you gave to dig a well that 
could provide water to the thirsty in a 2/3 world country?

• Maybe you can’t forgive sins.  But when’s the last time you forgave 
someone who sinned against you?

The reality is that none of us, by ourselves, can change the whole world 
single handedly.  But we can make great changes in the world when we 
partner with Christ and with his followers.

What can I do?  If you’re already doing all these things then today’s talk 
is a simple reminder.  Keep up the great work.  Keep on keepin’ on!  God 
bless you!

But if you’re not doing these things, what can you do to get yourself on 
track.  Well, I have good news and bad news for you.  The bad news is 
that there really isn’t anything you can do.  Remember the outside world-
changing stuff comes out of the overflow of your heart.  So the starting 
place is your heart... and there’s none of us who can do the cardiac 
surgery you need to get the right stuff inside.  Only God can do that.

4 Ideas to Get Me Started Changing the World
1.  Ask God to give me a ___HEART TRANSPLANT___.

In our natural state, our heart is hard as stone.  4x Jesus grieves 
about our “hardness of heart.”  Paul tells us we are...

“...darkened in [our] understanding, alienated from the life of God,
because of the ignorance that is in [us], due to our hardness

of heart.” Ephesians 4:18 ESV

Maybe you never have given your life to Christ... or you have but you 
need to renew your commitment.  Today could be your day!



2. Invest more into my ___QUIET TIME___ with God.

If youʼve been a Christian for any length of time, youʼve heard many 
times just how important your devotional time with Christ is to your 
life.  Iʼm reminding you again today.  You cannot live the Christian life 
and be a world changer without having an ongoing relationship with 
Christ.  Christianity, after all, is a relationship and not a religion.  Sadly 
it becomes a religion when we take the relationship out of it.  Some of 
us are attempting Christianity without Christ... and it just wonʼt work.  
If you find yourself comparing yourself to others - for good or for bad - 
then youʼll be blind to either your own failings or to Godʼs love for you.  
Jesus challenges us with this question:

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye?” Luke 6:41 NIV

This is so much less of a problem when you are spending authentic 
daily time with Christ and learning to hear Him speak to you.  Youʼll 
quickly notice the plank in your own eye when you are thinking of 
yourself compared to Him.  OTOH, if you are constantly seeing the 
speck of sawdust in your brotherʼs eye, itʼs a sure sign youʼre not 
spending enough time with Christ.  

3. Discover my ___S.H.A.P.E.___ for World Changing.

What I mean by this is that you have to discover how God has 
uniquely shaped you for world changing. Spiritual gifts, Heart for 
ministry, Abilities, Personality, and Experiences all play a part.  God 
will use you differently than heʼll use me or anyone else because your 
SHAPE is different.  You are uniquely SHAPEd to change the world in 
your own unique way.  Remember, God knew your first:

“Before I made you in your mother’s womb, I chose you.  Before you were 
born, I set you apart for a special work.”  Jeremiah 1:5 NCV

This doesnʼt just apply to Jeremiah.  It applies to you and me too!  
Notice the three things that God says: (1) I mad you; (2) I chose you; 
and (3) I set you apart for special work.  God doesnʼt make no junk!  

4. Hang out with my own ___TRIBE___ of world changers.

This world changing experience doesnʼt happen in isolation.  We donʼt 
do it apart from God.  AND we donʼt do it apart from other world-
changing Christ-followers.  I emphasize the “world-changing” part 
because many people call themselves Christ-followers, but are more 
than content to allow the world to change them than other way ʻround.

“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, ... but encourage one another.”

Hebrews 10:24-25a NIV

Find people who want to change the world - who want to be Christ to 
the world around them - who want to feed the hungry - heal the sick - 
encourage the poor and imprisoned... and then get on with the 
business of spurring one another and encouraging one another!

Conclusion:  Either you are changing the world or the world is changing 
you.  Are you sure who is changing who?  Letʼs spend some time this 
week challenging ourselves and one another with this question.

Pray and Benediction.


