
Fatherhood - Illustrations of God 06.19.11

Bible Reading: Matthew 7:7-11 KJV (read by my dad)
Video: “Playtime With Dad” by Beamer Films [2:06]

Intro:  Dads, this video is the best I can do for you to get you out of 
doing the dishes. [Laugh.]  As we celebrate Father’s Day we celebrate all 
the good things about our dads.  It’s insightful to us that when Jesus was 
teaching in his great Sermon on the Mount, he used Fatherhood as the 
best illustration of what God is like.  Today I’d like to consider 7 
illustrations of God as Father.

7 Illustrations of God as Father

1.  Fatherly Illustration as ___GIFT-GIVER___.

God is a giver.  When we think of God’s love or God’s grace we come 
back to God as giver.  He GAVE his one and only son!  Jesus, when 
teaching about HIS father tells us that God is also OUR father.  This 
was unique to Jesus... this comparison of God as father to us.  When 
Jesus paints a picture of God as father, he shows us God as GIVER:
“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things 
to those who ask him!” Matthew 7:11 ESV

Whenever we have a good illustration of a dad with his children, we 
see (1) children who are not afraid to ask and (2) fathers who want to 
give good gifts.  Isn’t that true?  I would ask my dad all the time.  He 
would always say, “You can ask!” meaning it didn’t hurt to ask but 
didn’t necessarily do any good.  

Illustration: First Christmas at Hametown Rd.  I was 10, Todd 8, Kim 
4.  Dad working for a month about garage.  Basketball hoop. Bicycles.  
Backboard fell off the mantle.  Dad always giving gifts, but never had 
any money!  From tractor tricycle to used football gear to typewriter, 
Dad love to give gifts.  I was same.  Jon is same.  True of Dads.

Key to above Scripture is this... “how much more!”  Dads aren’t 
perfect.  In fact deep down we are all flawed, bent toward evil.  Not 
God.  Yet if human dads love to give gifts, then “how much MORE” 
God! Not just material things.  Luke says “Spirit.” Spiritual gifts 1Cor12

2. Fatherly Illustration as ___MODEL___.

When we think of a great dad we think of someone who sets a good 
example.  Who teaches by his life.  Children watch all the time.   We 
can’t ever teach “do as I say, not as I do” for children want to be just 
like dad.  Great dads know this and model for their kids.

Dad taught us honesty, integrity, to be people who meant what we said 
and said what we meant.  Dad’s word was his bond.  His handshake 
was as good as it got.  Yet no dad - including mine - is perfect.

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Matt. 5:48 NIV

When Jesus taught the Sermon on Mount, our heaven Father is to be 
our model, our example.  No one of us can be perfect of course.  
Word also means mature, fulfilled. Shows our need for H.S. 



3.  Fatherly Illustration as ___PROVIDER___.

A great dad is not just fun to be with, a play partner, a sugar daddy.  A 
great dad takes care of our basic needs - He’s a good provider.  
When we have needs we should think of God in this way.

“This is your Father you are dealing with, and he knows better than you what 
you need. ” Matthew 6:8 MSG

Jesus spent a good portion of his Sermon on the Mount telling us not 
to worry about these necessities.  In fact he told us to “seek ye first 
kingdom of God” which is another way of saying focus your time and 
attention on God Himself and God’s will.  If God takes care of the 
flowers in the field and the birds in the air, how much more will he 
care for us as his loved children!

4.  Fatherly Illustration as ___SECRET KEEPER___.

Illustration: One thing that has always been true, and keeps getting 
better and better, is that I can tell my dad ANYTHING!  Nothing’s off 
limits.  If it’s important to me, he wants to hear it.  And he’s made it 
really clear that if I tell him something in private, in secret - he keeps it 
that way.  He says, “I know 100 ways to say nothing.”  I know he 
knows things about my brother and sister that I don’t know.  It’s safe 
to tell him things.  Same is true of your heavenly Father.

“But when you pray, go into your private room, shut your door, 
and pray to your Father who is in secret...”   Matthew 6:6a HCSB

This requires trust.  Trust requires practice and experience.  I learned 
over the little things that I could trust Dad with anything.  This is why 
Jesus says “private room,” “shut your door,” “in secret,” because if this 
is to work as a RELATIONSHIP and not just a RELIGION, I have to be 
able to be authentic.  Can’t do that in front of others.  Learn to be 
REAL in front of God - He’s the best secret keeper you could have!

5.  Fatherly Illustration as ___REWARDER___.

Illustration: Dad always rewarded us.  Chores. Grades.  He’d make it 
a big deal.  Dinner parties.  Invite friends.  Hoedowns.  For grades, he 
didn’t give just the dollars for As.  He’d tell me he was saving it for 
college.  We were in a partnership.  I earned the As.  He’d take care 
of tuition.  I know those Akron U tuition payments were tough. 

“...And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” Matthew 6:6b HCSB

Dads love to reward.  Same is true with our heavenly Father.  In our 
egalitarian oriented society the very concept that God loves to reward 
his children is difficult to believe.  We’d rather believe (we think) that 
God treats all equally.  This is never true of any father.  Every child is 
different. Everyone is rewarded according to their design, their efforts, 
and just how well the Father knows them... which is perfectly!

6.  Fatherly Illustration as ___FORGIVER___.
When Jesus is teaching forgiveness, he tells us to forgive 70x7, a 
great illustration of the never ceasing forgiveness of any parent.

“If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive 
you.” Matthew 6:14 NLT



In fact any loved child knows he just can’t blow it with his Dad...

7.  Fatherly Illustration as ___DADDY___.

It’s one thing to think of “Father.”  It’s another entirely different thing to 
think of “Daddy.”  When Jesus is praying in Garden of Gethsemane...
“And he said, ‘Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup 

from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.’”  Mark 14:36 ESV

Abba means “Daddy,” “Papa.”  It’s intimate, safe.  It’s the kind of 
relationship a young child has who can crawl up into his daddy’s lap, 
curl up and fall asleep.  This big, intimidating, strong Father becomes 
the tender, protecting, safe “Daddy.”  The man who others may fear to 
talk to becomes the teenager’s “Dad!”  This is what God is like for us:
“For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you 

received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 
Romans 8:15 NIV 

Before we go any further we need to ask...
When Father Doesn’t Know Best?
When Jesus was giving his Sermon on the Mount, he was addressing a 
patriarchal society - one in which fatherhood was honored, cherished, 
and practiced.  As always, Jesus looked around him to find common 
ground to be able to describe God.  He might NOT have used 
Fatherhood today!  Consider these statistics in America:

• According to 2009 U.S. Census Bureau data, over 24 million children 
live apart from their biological fathers. That is 1 out of every 3 (33%) 
children in America.1

• Children who live absent their biological fathers are, on average, at 
least two to three times more likely to be poor, to use drugs, to 
experience educational, health, emotional and behavioral problems.1

• Fathers who are absent could be termed “the Billion Dollar Man” 
because it costs our Federal Gov’t $1B for programs to support 
enforcement and anti-poverty efforts.2

• Young men who grow up without dads 2x more likely to be in jail. 63% 
of youth suicides in fatherless homes (fh).  71% of HS dropouts (fh).3

This is not to sound hopeless. If you are a single mom today, my hats off 
to you. You are an example of God’s grace, being both “Mom” and “Dad.” 
We must, however, recognize that for many in the American church, to 
consider God as “Dad” is not the compliment or example Jesus intended.

What do I do with God as “Father” if...

  My dad has not been a good role model?  __Forgive him__
Not just for him, but for yourself.  Holding hurts hurts you.

  My dad has been absent? __Go to God in secret__
Tell God your hurts, your secrets.  Allow Him to be true Dad to you.

1 http://www.fatherhood.org/Page.aspx?pid=330

2 http://www.fatherhood.org/Page.aspx?pid=729

3 http://fatherhood.about.com/od/fathersrights/a/fatherless_children.htm



  My dad has abused me? __Ask for healing/ Get help__
Pray for healing of soul, memories.  Get help from a counselor.  If 
you’re a child now, tell someone.  You should not live abused life.

  I’m a dad; I haven’t been a good role model, been absent, been 
abusive?

  __Start with the above__ - Most poor parenting is a matter of 
carrying on what you have learned.  The real tragedy of today’s 
statistics is what it holds for our future.  Fatherless sons grow up to 
be poor fathers themselves.  Forgive your dad.  God to God in 
secret - Pray. Ask for healing.  Seek counseling... by all means...
  __Get help__ - if you haven’t been taught by example how to be 
a good dad, hang out with other good dads. Take classes.  Learn.  
Ask for help.  Ask for accountability.  Look for other dads in church.

  I’ve had a great dad? __Tell him__!  And not just once a year on 
Father’s Day either.  Make it your business to show as much love and 
appreciation for a great dad as you can.  You are fortunate today.

No matter what, when it comes to God ...

Focus on God’s ___TRUE ATTRIBUTES___ of fatherhood, 
not on the ___LABEL___ of fatherhood.

Don’t allow a poor earthly father experience rob you of a great heavenly 
father experience.  We use the label of the earthly father as an example 
of how good it is and by comparison, how much greater it can be with the 
perfect Heavenly Father.  

But if the label doesn’t work for you, lose the label.  Don’t lose the 
attributes.  God is still the greatest gift giver, model, provider, secret 
keeper, rewarder and forgiver you could ever have.  Certainly God does 
not have gender.  He is not human.  He is God.

And He is good, beyond any human examples we could ever come up 
with.  And He loves you, beyond any human love (or lack thereof) that 
you have ever experienced.  

Know that God loves you, whether your own Dad did or not.

Know that God wants to spend time with you, whether your own Dad...

Know that God will be there for you in good times or bad, whether...

Know that God will reward you - not only in the life to come...

Know that God will keep his promises, will keep your secrets, will keep 
you safe to Him, whether your own Dad was a promise-keeper or secret..

Know that God wants every day to be special to you and to him, not just 
Fathers Day.

Prayer and Benediction.


