5 Reasons Why the Testing of My Faith is Joyful
1. So that I may ___KNOW MY FAITH IS AUTHENTIC___.
“The seeds that fell on rocky ground stand for those who receive the message gladly
as soon as they hear it. But it does not sink deep into them, and they don’t last long.
So when trouble or persecution comes because of the message, they give up at once.”
Matthew 13:20-21 GNT
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“Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling
and election sure.” 2 Peter 1:10a ESV
2. So that I may ___PERSEVERE___.
“Because you know the testing of your faith develops perseverance.” James 1:3 NIV
= endurance (NRSV) = steadfastness (ESV) = patience (KJV)
“You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and
shows its true colors.” James 1:3 MSG

3. So that I may ___BE MATURE___.
“Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature...” James 1:4a NIV
“... that you may be perfect.” ESV
Jesus: “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly father is perfect.”
Matthew 5:48 ESV
Paul: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Romans 12:2 ESV
“Him we proclaim ... that we may present everyone mature in Christ.”
Colossians 1:28 ESV
“May your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless...”
1 Thessalonians 5:23 ESV
4. So that I may ___BE FULLY EQUIPPED___.
“Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be... complete,
not lacking anything.” James 1:4b NIV
complete = ὁλόκληρος [holó/klēros] literally means “all the parts”

a community loving God and loving people.

Weʼre So Glad Youʼre Here!
We plan to celebrate Christʼs love
for seventy-five minutes tonight and
we hope youʼll sing, pray, laugh and
learn along with us. Sit back, relax,
and enjoy the service. Youʼre
definitely among friends here at
Church Requel.

Prayer Requests and Praises
Do you have something youʼd like
us to pray about? After communion
our pastor will pray for your requests
and join in with you to praise God
for answered prayers. Fill out the
peach prayer request card and drop
it into one of the baskets on the
communion table.

Communion Tonight
We plan to celebrate communion
together. We invite you to participate
if you are a Christ-follower. Take the
bread and the cup back to your
seat. Eat and drink individually.
You do not need to be a member of
our church to participate.

Tonight: Joy - Part 1
5. So that I may ___BE BLESSED___.
“Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test,
he will receive the crown of life that God promised to those who love him.”
James 1:12 NIV
The Beatitudes - Matthew 5:3-12

Itʼs easy to be joyful in the blessings
of life. But what about in the
testings? That can be a challenge!
Visit our website:

This weekend weʼll work our way
through part one of this series,
learning how and why itʼs important
to be joyful in all our testings.

White Donation Envelope
We appreciate your worship by the
giving of your tithes and offerings to
support the ministry of Church
Requel. Use the white envelope in
your program and drop it in one of
the offering baskets on your way
out. Thank you for your ongoing,
generous support!

Connection Card
Will you do us the favor of filling out
the Connection Card? We promise
that no one will show up at your
door! Weʼll use the info, especially
your email, to keep you posted on
whatʼs happening at Church
Requel. Drop the Connect Card in
one of the offering baskets on the
communion table. Thanks!
Womenʼs Bible Study - Aug. 17th
The ladies met this past Tuesday
evening and selected a new study
book, A Life of Worship, by Sheila
Walsh. The cost is $10. Write
Womenʼs Bible Study on the back of
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Sure, I’m joyful in the blessings... but in the testings?
The key word is ___CONSIDER___.
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds.”
James 1:2 NIV
“Count it all joy...” James 1:2 ESV

your Connect Card and weʼll order
Next Weekʼs Servants - July 24th
you a book. The next meeting will be 4pm Setup / Teardown: Steve Thoman
August 17th at Mary Kay Pierceʼs.
[Steve could use some extra help!]

Songs From Tonight
Here are tonightʼs songs if youʼd like
to keep worshiping on your own:
“Joy” by Newsboys
“Mighty to Save” by Laura Story
“Love the Lord” by David Crowder
“Be Full of Joy” by Rick Muchow
“Hold Me” by Jamie Grace
“Count It All Joy” by Better Than Life
“Blessings” by Laura Story

“Go on ahead and arrange in advance...” 2 Cor. 9:5
“[Jesus] did not count equality with God ...” Phil. 2:6
“Whatever gain I had I counted as loss.” Phil. 3:7
“Esteem them very highly in love.” 1 Thess. 5:13
“Do not regard him as an enemy...” 2 Thess. 3:15

4pmTech Setup: Bryan & Haleigh
Trubachik, Dave Johnson
Childrenʼs Ministry:
Elementary - None next Sunday.
Nursery /Preschool- Jessica Pierce

I must CHOOSE joy; it is not:

Menʼs Breakfast This Saturday

• ___AUTOMATIC___, it’s an attitude!

The men will meet together this Sat.
morning at 9am in the back room of
Paul Revereʼs Restaurant in
Lexington. Write “Menʼs Breakfast” on
the back of your Connect Card if you
plan to attend. Invite a friend!

• ___EASY___, it’s often a challenge!
• ___A FEELING___, it’s a decision!
• ___DEPENDENT ON CIRCUMSTANCES___, it comes from God!
“The joy of the Lord is your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10b ESV
“Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the
produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off
from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord;
I will take joy in the God of my salvation.” Habakkuk 3:17-18 ESV
DIFFICULTIES, HARDSHIPS

2 Consider

TEMPTATIONS

All kinds of trials

CHALLENGES, DISCIPLINES
FROM GOD, SELF-IMPOSED, OTHERS
LONELINESS
FAILURES, SETBACKS
TRIBULATIONS, ACCUSATIONS
ILLNESS, DEATH
“... whenever you face trials of many kinds.” v2b (NIV)

All JOY

it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.
4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything.
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6 But when he asks, he must believe
and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by
the wind. 7 That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is
a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.
9 The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position.
10But the one who is rich should take pride in his low position, because he will pass
away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant;
its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich man will fade
away even while he goes about his business.
12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the
test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.
James 1:2-12 NIV
3because

