
Joy and God-O-Nomics 08.07.11 (part 4 of Joy Series)
Scripture: James 1:9-11 ESV
Video: “God-O-Nomics” by Dan Severs [2:00] 

Intro:  This past week we have been reminded about how very tenuous 
our economy is.  Our country came close to bankruptcy.  Our country has 
reached its debt limit.  Our political leaders seemed unable until the very 
last minute to come to any agreement about extending our mult-trillion 
dollar debt limit.  Did anyone else notice that when President Obama 
signed the debt extension into law, that no one else was there with him?  
Clearly there was NO JOY in this economic / political exercise.  Thursday 
the stock market dropped more than 500 points.  In a single week 
investor gains for the entire year were wiped out.  Friday night - for the 
first time in history - S&P lowered the credit rating of U.S. debt, stating 
that U.S. bonds should no longer be considered risk-free.  Without 
exaggeration, The Daily news magazine called this “Hell Week.”

How do we maintain our joy in the midst economic chaos?

We’ve taught that there are different economic systems: capitalism, 
communism, socialism.  And especially in America - built upon Freedom 
and Capitalism - we like to departmentalize our form of government and 
our form of economy in a different way than we do our faith in God.  As 
we’ll see today, how we look at wealth and poverty has a lot to do with 
how we see God and depend upon him.  So today, we’re going to talk 
about “God-O-Nomics!” As we study v. 9 - 11 and we immediately see:

In God’s Kingdom economic fortunes are often ___REVERSED___.
“Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation the rich in his humiliation.” 

James 1:9-10a NKJV

The lowly brother (NIV, NKJV), the brother in humble circumstances 
(NIV), the “down and outer (MSG) is exalted, lifted up, honored!  
Meanwhile the rich glories in his own humiliation, takes pride in his 
humiliation (NIV).  What’s going on here?  Does the Bible preach against 
wealth?  Is it wrong for a Christ-follower to have money?  It’s easy to see 
how we might come to that conclusion.  Consider Jesus’ teaching.

“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 
Mark 10:25 ESV (Also Matthew 19:24, Luke 18:25)

Does this sound impossible?  Many people have tried to explain this 
away.  That there might have been a gate that was very small and 
named “eye of a needle.”  Or that scribes copied down the word for 
camel instead of the word for rope.  Which doesn’t make it any less 
impossible!  The fact is that apart from God’s help it IS impossible for any 
of us to enter into God’s kingdom.  If we are depending on anything else 
other than God himself, God’s kingdom will be impossible!

This is especially true of wealth, because those who have wealth tend to 
see in their wealth their answer for everything.  Have a physical 
problem?  I’ve got health insurance.  Lost a job?  I have money saved.  
Need an education?  I can pay for tuition.  What am I depending on?

Am I depending on my ___WEALTH___ or on ___GOD___?
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This is why Dr. Luke describes Jesus as “saddened” by the rich, young 
ruler’s response of walking away.  He just couldn’t STOP depending 
upon his wealth.  Jesus does NOT teach that we need to be poor in order 
to be a Christ-follower, rather he teaches that we need to count on God 
rather than on anything else.

We come back to today’s reading. “Let the lowly brother boast in his 
exaltation.”  How is the lowly brother EXALTED, LIFTED UP?  Through 
his relationship with God, by his dependence upon Christ.  That even 
when he has nothing in this physical world, he knows the love and 
comfort of his Heavenly Father.

And how then is “the rich” lowered “in his humiliation?”  James answers 
the unspoken question:  “because like a flower of the grass he will pass away.  
For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass, its flower falls, 
and its beauty perishes.  So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his 
pursuits.”  James 1:10-11 ESV.
To understand this we need to understand the difference between 
how we understand wealth and how God understands wealth, the 
difference between Economics and God-O-Nomics.

Wealth from Economics
  
1. Wealth is ___TEMPORARY___.

“Like a flower of the grass [the rich person] will pass away.” v.10
Here today and gone tomorrow.  Six months to make a return and 
just one week to lose it.  Years to develop a career to be lost in one 
day of layoff.  In many places in the Bible we are told not to count on 
our wealth because its like a flower that wilts away!

2. Based on ___SCARCITY___.
“For you always have the poor with you.”  Matthew 26:11a ESV

All economic systems are built upon the basic idea of scarcity.  
Fewer resources than demanded.  Too many people wanting too few 
(food, cars, houses, computers.)  Supply and demand.

3. Produces _SELF-SUFFICIENCY_.
“Beware, lest you say in you heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have 

gotten me this wealth.” Deuteronomy 8:17 ESV
The goal of economic wealth is to depend upon the system that 
provides that wealth - your hard work, or your family, or gov’t.

4. Leads to ___CONCEIT___.
“Have I gloated about my wealth and all that I own?” Job 31:25 NLT

5. Subject to ___LOSS___.
“Wealth from get-rich-schemes quickly disappears.” Proverbs 13:11a NLT

6. Cannot ___SAVE___ anyone.
“Those who trust in their wealth and boast of the abundance of their riches?  
Truly, no ransom avails for one’s life, there is no price on can give to God for 

it.” Psalm 49:6,7 NRSV
Wealth gained in this life has 2 big flaws.  #1st - won’t buy you 
anything in terms of eternity - no currency in the life hereafter.  And...

7.  Must be __LEFT TO OTHERS__.
“ For all can see that wise men die; the foolish and the senseless alike perish 

and leave their wealth to others.” Psalm 49:10 NIV



Wealth from God-O-Nomics

1.  Our wealth is temporary, but God’s Wealth is _PERMANENT_.
“Get for yourselves purses that will not wear out, the treasure in heaven that never 

runs out, where thieves can’t steal and moths can’t destroy.” Luke 12:33 NCV
Fundamental to Jesus’ teaching.  What wealth are we focused on - 
economics or God-O-Nomics?  God’s wealth isn’t here today gone 
tomorrow.  We can count on it.  And THAT brings us joy!

2.  Our economy based on scarcity; Based on ___ABUNDANCE___.
“For every beast of the forest is mine and the cattle upon a thousand hills.”  

Psalm 50:10 KJV
The whole point of faith is to know that we have switched from “if it’s 
to be it’s up to me” to believing that God is working and it’s up to 
Him!  And He is the Creator.  Doesn’t know scarcity. Not a factor!

3.  Economy self sufficient; God aims to produce _GOD-SUFFICIENCY_.
“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency 
in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.”  2 Cor. 9:8 ESV

4. Our economy leads to conceit; Godonomics comes from _HUMILITY_.
“Humility and the fear of the Lord bring wealth and honor and life.” Pr. 22:4 NIV

When we learn to depend fully on God, we stop seeing ourselves as 
the center of our universe.  Then we are able to see / help / relate to 
others better.  And we can be better used by God for his plans.

5. Economic wealth subject to loss. / Can’t ___LOSE___.  A Double Win. 
“Alive I’m Christ’s messenger; dead, I’m his bounty.  Life versus even more life!  

I can’t lose! Philippians 1:21 MSG
On Wall Street fortunes are made and lost every day.  But when we 
see our fortune in God terms rather than in Money terms, we 
recognize this greatest treasure can’t be lost.  He holds us and 
keeps us.  Up to Him, not us.  He paid for me. I am all His!

6. Economic wealth cannot save anyone. / Cannot ___PERISH___.
Jesus: “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.” John 10:28 ESV
There are many things that economic wealth can do - build a house, 
pay for college, put food on the table.  But doesn’t have any value in 
the next life.  God-O-Nomics is all about eternal life!  Never perish!  
God-O-Nomics has great value in this life and in the next one too!

7. Economic wealth must be left. / Prosperity that lasts ___FOREVER__! 
Happy is the person who honours the Lord... His family will be wealthy and 

rich and he will be prosperous for ever.” Psalm 112 1,3 GNT
I have preached many funerals.  But not once have I seen the u-Haul 
hitched up to the hearse.  Everything you make and accumulate in 
this life stays here.  You can’t take it with you!  But God-O-Nomics is 
all about God’s wealth, God’s kingdom, God’s plans - and that’s 
forever!  What does it profit to gain world, but lose soul?  

Bring this together.  What does all this have to do with “Hell Week?”  
Whether its the economy, or our job, or our schooling or whatever we are 
about in THIS world, we will always have “Hell Weeks.”  It’s the nature of 
life.  But we need to remember that God’s Kingdom does not function like 
our kingdom, so how will we measure ___SUCCESS___?

Our Kingdom measures success by (1) money, (2) power, and (3) 
influence.  (1) Money - the more money you are paid, the more you must 



be worth!  Illustration:  My first job measured our success - literally 
ranked me and my fellow employees - by how much money we made!  
Some jobs are all about (2) power.  It’s about how much control you can 
exercise over someone else.  And ultimately success in this world is 
measured by (3) influence because if you have enough money and 
enough power, you can influence others to do what you want them to do.

But remember how Jesus began his “Sermon on the Mount?”
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the gentle for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of God.”
Matthew 5:3-5, 8-9 

If we talk like this around our family and friends, we may be counseled to 
see the real world, to get into the real world.  And what is this real world?  
The gentle get crushed.  The poor are overlooked.  The pure are 
scorned.  The peacemakers become casualties.  And the mourning?  
They “need to get over it!”  “Life moves on!”

==> How we measure success determines our ___JOY IN LIFE___.
“Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the 
test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love 

him.”  James 1:12 NIV

The man who is blessed by God is a man who has reason to enjoy life.  
And this is why we can rejoice when we face trials and temptations 
because we know that there is more than this world... there is God’s 
kingdom.  There is more than the here and now... there is the hereafter.  
There is more than all the money and power and influence that we could 
ever receive in this life.  There is a crown of life in the next life - the 
forever and ever life - that God has promised to those of us who love him.  

This changes everything.  It changes how we live, how we define 
success, and how we experience joy.

Conclusion: Story of Jim Elliott
Jim Elliot was a young man who early on learned everything there was to 
know about God-O-Nomics.  After Wheaton College he and wife 
Elisabeth and several other friends became missionaries to a native tribe 
in Ecuador. Tragically Elliot lost his life to Ecuadorian tribal warriors.  
Elisabeth wrote a two books about his sacrifice and the results.  Now 
those same warriors are Christ-followers.  To us Jim’s life was lost, but to 
God is counted for great gain!  The great reversal of God-O-Nomics!

Before his death, Jim Elliot wrote these immortal words in his journal:
“He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep

to gain what he cannot lose!” 

As we wrap up our series on Joy tonight, this is a great place to stop and 
just ponder. If you are struggling with joy in your life, maybe... just maybe 
you should stop and ask yourself how you are measuring success.  
Maybe you need to ask Who you are counting on for your joy, for your 
success, for your life, for your gain.  The stock market?  The job market?  
Or fully upon God?  Are you, like Jim Elliot no fool for giving up what you 
cannot keep to gain what you cannot lose?  

Let’s pray.


