
Living the New Creation 08.21.11
Scripture:  2 Corinthians 5:17-21 ESV
Video: “You Are A New Creation” by Hyper Pixels

Intro:  One of the greatest verses in the Bible, one of the greatest 
promises we have as Christ-followers is that we are a new creation.  The 
new has come.  The old has passed away.   

Do you look at your Christian life and ask, “Where is the new?”

I’ll admit that I do.  I know I’m a new creation, but the wrinkles of my life 
seem to show up more readily.  (Not to mention my old spare tire!)  I may 
be a new creation, but I’ve got the same old mortgage.  I’m a new 
creation but I still wake up slow and lose patience quickly.  I may be a 
new creation but I have some of the same old relationship issues.  Here’s 
what I’ve learned after being a Christ-follower for 45 years...

There is a profound difference between __BEING___ the new creation 
and ___LIVING___ the new creation.

Notice who the Apostle Paul is writing to in 2nd Corinthians.  He is writing  
to Christ-followers.  “To the church at Corinth...”  And to them (and us), 
says, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has 
has passed away. Behold, the new has come!”  They, like us, need to be 
reminded from time to time about the new creation that we are.  
However, it’s possible to be a new creation and still live like the old 
creature - not enjoying any of the benefits nor making any particular 
difference to the world around us.  So... how do we go about living the 
new creation?

 The key to living the new creation is ___RECONCILIATION___. 5X!
God, who through Christ reconciled us.

(God) gave us the ministry of reconciliation.
God was reconciling the world to himself.

God was... entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
Be reconciled to God.

We have pretty selective reading habits when it comes to the Bible.  
Have you noticed that?  We like the parts we like.  We often don’t 
spend much time reading around our favorite parts.  Being a new 
creation?  Old gone? New come? We like those parts.  Do we notice 
though that the emphasis in this part of the passage is all about 
reconciliation?  Let’s talk a little about this word.

“Reconciliation” - a restoration of friendly relations where once there 
had been enmity, hostility, alienation.  It’s clear this starts with God.  
We were at war with God.  We were enemies of the Most High. He 
took the first step of providing a means of peace by sending His son.  
The Bible tells us about Christ’s meritorious (it was effective) and 
substitutionary sacrifice so that God is no longer our enemy!  This is 
GREAT news!

Many of us have taken God’s offer of peace.  We have “prayed the 
sinner’s prayer.  We name ourselves as Christian, but then we go on 
living our lives as we always have - the “being” a Christian, a new 
creation... and the “living” a Christian, new creature life - often seem 
like they are two different things. We have to examine one little word...
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 Making reconciliation count:  The importance of the ___“AND”___.

“All this is from God, who through Christ, reconciled us to himself
AND
gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”

2 Corinthians 5:18 ESV
God not only reconciled us... but HE ALSO gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation.  This is a package deal.  We emphasize the one and 
often ignore the other.  Living the new creation involves some 
reconciling on our part as well!  Again in the next verse...

“God was reconciling the world to himself...
AND

entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.”
2 Corinthians 5:19 ESV 

We love to preach and to teach about God’s great love, about His 
great reconciliation, about how He made peace with us, about how 
He reconciles the world.  Living the new creation involves taking 
this message to others, not just keeping it to ourselves.

Stop and consider that when Jesus began teaching his most famous 
sermon, his Sermon on the Mount, what was his great opening?  The 
Beatitudes.  Included “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be 
called the children of God.”  Why is this?  Because you and I are most 
like God, we are most apparently His children, we look most like Him, 
when we are making peace!  Let’s look at 3 ways we do this...

Living the New Creation

#1.   ___ASK___ God - Making peace with ___GOD___.

Living the new creation begins with God.  He has made it possible.  He 
has initiated the peace treaty.  He no longer wars against us as enemies.  
He greatly desires a relationship with us.  The Bible tells us...

“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9 ESV

The word “confess” means to agree.  We agree with God that He has 
made reconciliation possible through His son Jesus.  When we believe 
that Jesus is Lord and not just a dead king, but risen from the grave and 
alive today... we will be saved!

This belief is not just a belief in a historical fact, but a matter of faith... of 
something that we rely upon with our whole heart.  This actually leads to 
our becoming the children of God!

“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God.”  John 1:12 ESV

This father relationship with God is not like the faulty, broken relationship 
we sometimes find with our earthly fathers.  Sometimes our parents 
forgive but never stop holding our mistakes against us.  We know there 
are favorites and we’re not it.  Or we are continuously reminded of our 
past mistakes.  Even when it’s not spoken we can tell Mom or Dad seem 
to hold their breath around us, wondering when we’re going to screw up 
again!  You know the feeling?  But not God....



“In Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them.” 2 Corinthians 5:19b ESV

The great news about God’s reconciliation is that it is complete.  He 
doesn’t hold our trespasses against us.  That means we are not 
reminded of everything we have done wrong.  (Important to remember - 
if we are hearing “God” continuously bringing up our mistakes, that’s 
NOT God we’re listening to!

Let’s not assume that everyone in this room has already accepted 
God’s peace.  [Pray sinner’s prayer.]

This accepting Christ as Savior and Lord is NOT THE END.  The point of 
this is NOT TO GET INTO HEAVEN.  If it were God would just fast track 
us right to our eternal destination immediately.  We’d just pray sinner’s 
prayer and then die.  God leaves us here because of that great small 
word “AND.”  He reconciled the world AND gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation.  Right? (We forget this and thus don’t LIVE the new 
creation.)  So what does this look like?  Two more things...

#2.  ___BE___ reconciled to God.  Making peace with ___MYSELF___.
We read this most amazing verse in 20...

“We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 
2 Corinthians 5:20b ESV 

Remember that Paul has already told us that he is writing to Christ-
followers.  And he’s already covered the fact that God has reconciled us 
to himself.  So why write “Be reconciled to God?”  Isn’t it true that if God 
has reconciled us, we are reconciled?  NO!  This is part of the confession 
we talked about before.  It’s agreement and belief.  Not just of the head, 
but of the heart.  It’s something that changes us.  It’s the difference 
between “being” the new creation and “living” the new creation.  All too 
many of us ARE Christ-followers, but DON’T LIVE the benefits!  How? 

• START acting today like the Christian I want to become tomorrow.
I use the word “acting” because in our minds there is a certain feeling 
of pretense.  We ARE Christ-followers when we pray for God’s 
forgiveness, but we DON’T FEEL like it.  Fortunately our feelings 
have nothing to do with it.  However, in order to live this new creation 
we start living like it even when we don’t feel like it!  Here’s a truth 
I’ve learned about my Christian faith... my feelings FOLLOW my 
actions, not the other way around.

•  STOP listening to Satan’s lies reminding me who I was yesterday.
Remember what I told you about God not counting our trespasses 
against us?  You’d never know that listening to that voice inside our 
heads. “You are too bad.  God doesn’t want you.” “It’s too late. You 
can’t change now.” “God doesn’t love you. You’re no good.” “Look at 
your past.  God can’t use you!” “You will never amount to anything.” 
“You’re a lost cause.”  Satan is a great deceiver.  The same one who 
whispered lies to our Lord when He was on earth will certainly do the 
same to you.  He wants to stop you from being the reconciliation to 
the word that God desires for you to be.  So he’ll lie to you.  The truth 
is that your past is in the past.  God uses the broken and discarded 
for His glory all the time!  That leads us to our final point...

#3.  ___DO___ reconciliation.  Making peace with ___OTHERS___.
The most amazing truth of Christianity is that God uses us to serve 
Him and others.  Do you see it?  Ministry means service...

“God ... gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”  2 Corinthians 5:18b ESV



How does this work?  How do we serve God by making peace with 
others.  We start with words...  with the message...

“God was ... entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.”  2 Cor. 5:19b ESV

We are given the great message of God’s peace with us individually and 
with others.  Notice that Paul uses the word “entrusting.”  This is a great 
privilege.  God could have come up with any other way, but he chose to 
use our tongues.  So how is your tongue today?  Is it being used for the 
great entrustment of reconciliation?  Would your tongue be found making 
more peace or making more trouble, enemies, and barriers?

“We are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.” 
2 Corinthians 5:20a ESV

Have you thought about your Christian life as being God’s ambassador.  
This means being His representative.  This is not something reserved for 
pastors and priests.  If you are reconciled to God, you have the 
responsibility of representing Him.  Where do ambassadors usually do 
their work?  In foreign countries.  Peter tells us that we are actually aliens 
on this earth.  This is not our home.  We are merely passing through.  If 
you are living as if this is your place, this is where you call home, you’ll 
have a hard time being an ambassador for Christ.

“In Him we might become the righteousness of Christ.” 2 Cor. 5:21b ESV

Finally we see this “living the new creation,” this “doing reconciliation” as 
becoming the righteousness of Christ.  Righteousness really means right 
living.  Living in a way that pleases God.  This is part of the Lord’s prayer, 
right?  “Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  
It is our great privilege to bring God’s kingdom to earth... to be a little bit 
of heaven on earth.  So when you pray are you asking God to bless what 
you want to do?  Or are you asking Him to point you to where He is 
blessing?  Do you see God as your solution... your personal genie to 
accomplish what you want to do?  Or are you praying that you may be 
God’s solution for a broken world, that you want to be used to 
accomplish what He wants to do?

Conclusion:  This makes a huge difference in just BEING a new 
creation and LIVING the new creation.  Today I challenge you with this 
question.  What is God accomplishing through you?  What difference 
have you made in this world since you have become a Christ-follower?  
God didn’t just advance you to Heaven immediately.  So He must have 
something special for you to do.  Something that is unique to the way He 
created you, unique to your past experiences, something that you might 
even have special training to accomplish... What is it that you find 
yourself incredibly passionate about?  This may be the seed that God 
has planted within you to bring His reconciliation to this world.

Let’s pray.


