
Big Buts and the Kingdom of God 08.28.11
Scripture:  Luke 14:15-24 ESV
Video: “Big But” by The Veracity Project

Intro:  I love this video.  Funny!  What I want to know is where did they 
get the guy to do it?  Did they have auditions?  Funny but true.  Love the 
line: “Why? Because God has given us a simple Word.  And if we learn it, 
and share it, and teach it, and live by it, then God is glorified, people 
benefit, and we get blessed. That’s why we do what we do.  That’s the 
why behind the but.  If your BUT is bigger than your WHY, then your 
BUT is too big!”

This is nothing new.  Even people in Jesus’ day had BIG BUTS... big 
excuses as to why they couldn’t follow Jesus.  They question we want to 
ask ourselves today is: When it comes to my Christian life, do I have 
big buts?  There is good news and bad news about Big Buts.  And 
we learn about both in Jesus’ parable of the banquet in Luke 14:

Good News: All are ___INVITED___ to God’s kingdom
“A man once gave a great banquet and invited many.” Luke 14:16b ESV

We love this, don’t we?  We celebrate God sending Jesus, his son.  
We love that this is great faith is available to EVERYONE!

“[Jesus] came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him.” John 1:7 ESV

We love happy endings.  The story starts off really bad.  One sin by 
one man. Destruction for everyone.  But then Jesus...

“Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.” Romans 5:18 ESV

We wish it were ALL GOOD NEWS.  But we learn there is bad as well:
Bad News: Our ___EXCUSES___ keep us away.  

“But they all alike began to make excuses.” Luke 14:18a ESV

Here is the party to end all parties.  The paparazzi are going to be 
there snapping pictures.  The red carpet is rolled out.  The food is 
plentiful and delicious.  The music features the top bands from around 
the land.  And most important of all... we are invited to rub shoulders 
with the most powerful, most wealthy, and most interesting person in 
the entire universe... and we think we have something more important 
to do!  This happened all the time to Jesus!

“When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, 
for he had great possessions.”  Matthew 19:22 ESV

“After this many of his disciples turned back and 
no longer walked with him.”   John 6:66 ESV

This parable that Jesus tells about the Master and the Banquet is crucial 
to our proper understanding of Christianity.  We often get it wrong, only 
thinking of the good news and not taken into consideration the bad news.  
That’s really the point here, right?  Notice the setup.  There is a person 
who is ecstatic at the idea of everyone being in the kingdom with Jesus.  
It’s someone who “reclined at the table” with Jesus... perhaps a disciple.  
It’s in response to the “won’t life be grand in the kingdom” that Jesus 
responds.  There’s good news and bad news.    We need to know both... 
for the sake of ourselves and for our loved ones.



4 Lessons We Learn from Parable of the Banquet

#1.  Not everyone who is
___INVITED___ to the kingdom of God
___ENTERS___ the kingdom of God. (don’t have to read verse:)
“And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had 

been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’” Luke 14:17 ESV

There is a difference between those who are invited and those who 
come to the party!  ALL are invited.  But not everyone comes. There 
is no restrictions on race, gender, intelligence, social standing, 
abilities... everyone gets an invitation.  Not everyone shows up.

Yeah... there’s going to be a few ___SURPRISES___!
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven.” Matthew 7:21a ESV

One of THE MOST SOBERING verses in the Bible.  Not only are 
there going to be other people who you think will be in the kingdom, 
who won’t be... but many people who now claim Jesus as Lord on 
the outside, but don’t live for him as Lord on the inside... they won’t 
be there either.  

It’s a good idea to read Matthew 25 every couple of months and then 
in humbleness and authenticity, when no one else is looking, get 
down on your knees in prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to show you 
ways that you are not answering the call to Lordship.  Which is a 
good transition to our second lesson... 

#2.  I cannot “balance” Christ with the other parts of my life.

Jesus must always be the ___PRIORITY___!

One of the fallacies of our thinking today is that everything in our life 
should be balanced.  Moderation in all things.  However, we cannot 
“balance” our priority to Christ.  Lordship means His will, His 
kingdom, His plans, have priority over my own.  Jesus asked...

“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you?”
John 6:46 ESV

Jesus is most deliberate in telling this story, this parable.  He 
chooses two priorities that most of his listeners, and most of us 
today, would accept as important priorities in our lives:

• Priority over ___BUSINESS___ (school, job, work, career)
But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have 
bought a field, and I must go out and see it...’ And another said, ‘I have 

bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them.’ 
Luke 14:18a, 19a ESV

When I ask you what your “main thing” is, you can usually tell me 
pretty easily.  For me it’s writing and sharing these weekly 
sermons.  However, we can never allow “our main thing” to take 
precedence over... to have priority over... our relationship with 
Christ.  His Lordship... His CEO status in our life must be more 
important than even the good things. Ill. - My writing sermons is my 
main thing... but it can never be more important that the Lordship 
of Christ.  If I write sermons because He asks me to do so, then I 
am obedient.  But if I do it despite his request, or in place of 
anything else he wants from me, then it’s wrong and can actually 
be an excuse, a big but, that will keep me out of the kingdom!



•  Priority even over ___FAMILY___.
“And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’”

Luke 14:20 ESV
This part of Jesus’ story is even more extreme than you first think!  
The culturally acceptable thing for a newlywed man in that culture 
was to be able to be excused from his obligations during his first 
year of marriage.  If there was a war going on, a soldier could be 
excused to be with his wife for an entire year!

We who consider ourselves “Christian” consider family to be an 
important part of our value system.  We think of Christianity to be 
supportive of family values... and it is - up to this point.  Our 
families cannot be more important to us than Christ Himself!  If 
anyone or anything comes between us and Him, then we will not 
be able to truly name Jesus as our Lord.  

Ill. - C.S. Lewis writes a hauntingly descriptive story of a mother 
taking a bus ride to heaven, but who cannot continue her trip 
because she desires more to see her son than she does her 
Savior.  The heavenly beings explain that she can see her son 
when she desires to see Jesus more. (The Great Divorce)  

This list of priorities could go on and on.  The point is that nothing - 
no matter how obviously important they seem in this world, at this 
moment, can have a greater priority than Christ himself to you.

#3.  Asking to be excused doesn’t ___EXCUSE___.
Like the one reclining at the table with Jesus on that day, we LOVE 
to celebrate God the Father’s great mercy, His great love, his 
wonderful invitation to all of us.  However, if we’re not careful we can 
carry this great openness and acceptance into the realm of our 
obedience to God’s call in our lives. We think we’ll be easily excused.

“‘Please have me excused.’ ...  So the servant came and reported these 
things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry.” 

Luke 14:19b, 21a ESV

Don’t fool myself into thinking ___GOD WILL UNDERSTAND___.
This is a trap we can easily fall into.  We never want to be guilty of 
taking advantage of God’s goodness and grace.  We never want to 
take God for granted.  Anytime we find ourselves explaining away 
our disobedience to Christ’s CEO role in our life, because God will 
surely understand my priority with my family (for example)...

“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and 
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he 

cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come 
after me cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:26-27 ESV

This may explain - for some of us - our reluctance to enter into this 
daily walk with Christ, where we focus our attention on prayer and 
reading God’s Word.  When we do this, we are continuously 
confronted with the difference between our own creation of God and 
THE CREATOR GOD!  Thinking that God will understand and accept 
something or a priority different than what is explained in His Word is 
folly.  This is why Jesus asks us to consider the cost of being his 
follower, of being his disciple.  

One final lesson for us today from the parable of the banquet...



#4.  God’s Kingdom will be filled with ___A MOTLEY CREW___.
“[The master] said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of 

the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’” 
Luke 14:21b ESV

I like to joke sometimes about Church Requel being filled with a 
motley group of people.  Really, I mean this as a complement.  We 
learn from the parable that God chooses to have his kingdom filled!  
And we learn that he chooses those who answer the invitation OVER 
those who look good on the outside.  Please note that it’s not JUST 
the poor and crippled and blind and lame... but it’s those who were 
brought in... who followed... who answered the invitation with 
obedience and presence rather than with excuses.  When it comes 
to God’s kingdom, both here on earth, as well as heaven 
someday, we must constantly remind ourselves that...

God does not take into account ___HUMAN CREDENTIALS___.

God has a whole different way of seeing people than you and I do.  
We see people - we judge people by what’s on the outside.  We find 
ourselves naturally drawn to the gifted, the talented, the attractive, 
the successful.  All that seems important to us, but not to God...

“As for those who seemed to be important  ... God does not judge 
by external appearance.”  Galatians 2:6 NIV

Don’t misunderstand this.  It’s NOT that you have to be poor, or 
crippled, or blind, or lame - or unacceptable to today’s society.  God 
is not looking just for hermits!  The point here is that God looks on 
the inside of a man’s or woman’s heart to see if there is the desire to 
serve Him more than self.

Conclusion.  As we wrap it up today, my challenge to you (and to me) is 
this:  What big buts, excuses, or priorities do you need to change?

•  It’s easy to slowly slide into an area where we aren’t really 
following Christ any longer and are just following our own image of 
him... what we think he should be like... answering what he should 
expect.  This is the very definition of idolatry - making God into a 
graven image - our image of our expectation.  Let’s come face to 
face with the real God, with the authentic Christ, and with His very 
real expectations of us.

• Ask God to help us.  This is a big job... both the seeing the real 
condition of our thoughts and then truly doing something about it.  
And honestly, this is not something that we can do without the 
power of God’s Holy Spirit working in us.  We need to be honest 
about our desire to change AND honest about our inability to make 
the changes that need to happen.  

None of us, on our own, can take the very natural priority of work 
(for most men) or family (for most women) and REALLY 
subordinate those priorities to the Lordship of Christ.  We’ll just 
make excuses to ourselves and to God.  However, if we are honest 
with God about our own inabilities to change... and ask Him for His 
help, He will gladly come in and begin to change us in ways we 
could never fathom.

Let’s pray together.


