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Intro:  This is Labor Day weekend and what better way to celebrate 
labor than to talk about the topic of “work!”  I know you are all enjoying a 
long holiday weekend.  However, wouldn’t it be great to go back to the 
job on Tuesday armed with something new, something helpful, or maybe 
something that’s just an affirmation and a good reminder of what you 
already know about work.  Today - in rapid fire fashion - we’re going to 
talk about 10 “work” lessons we learn from the Bible.  My challenge to 
you: Find ONE that you will put to good use this week!

Ten Work Lessons From The Bible
#1 The Bible is filled with advice about work!

“Work” is talked about in the ESV Bible ___615___ times!
It’s found in the first story (Gen 2:1) and in the last (Rev. 22:12).  
We’ll see today that the Bible can be a very practical book.   Filled 
with wisdom, but also filled with pragmatic advice!  You read the 
Bible regularly and you’ll be filled with good advice from almost 
every part.  Want a  “how to work well” primer? READ THE BOOK!

#2  Work is ___GOD’S IDEA___.
If you go through the Bible and look up every passage that 
involves the word, “work,” you’ll quickly find out that often the word 
is associated with God Himself!  We serve a God of work!  Right 
from the beginning we find God at the work of the creation:

“And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done.” 
Genesis 2:2a ESV

We often say that our objective as a Christ-follower is to become 
more like God.  If we want to be more like God, then we will be 
about work, about finishing tasks, getting the job done.  In fact...

#3  We ___PRAISE GOD___ for His work.
When we begin to appreciate the magnificence of God’s work, of 
His creation, of His order, of His love, grace and peace, we cannot 
help but praise Him.  It’s not something we have to work ourselves 
up to. It comes responsively from the depths of a thankful heart.

“For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; at the works of your hands 
I sing for joy.  How great are your works, O Lord!” Psalm 92:4-5a ESV

Praising God for His work can be a GREAT INSPIRATION for us to 
get about our own work!  We stop and think about the fact that 
nothing in this universe came about by accident.  God’s work made 
it so.  We then realize the same is true for us.  Let’s get to work!

#4  We learn about work by ___STUDYING___ God.
This is a natural result of praising God for His work.  Inevitably we 
stop and ask - “How did He do that?”  “Can I learn from Him?”

“Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them.”
Psalm 111:2 ESV

Now of course there are some things we shall never be able to do 
like God.  We are not omnipresent, omniscient, nor omnipotent.  
We can, however, learn the pattern of God’s work and attempt to 
follow His example. For example, God works 6 and breaks on 7th:



“Work six days and do everything you need to do. But the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to God, your God. Don’t do any work... For in six days God made 

Heaven, Earth, and sea, and everything in them; he rested on the seventh day.”
Exodus 20:9-10a, 11a MSG

Many things about God are secret.  He only tells us what He thinks 
we need to know.  But to know something about God’s way of 
doing things and then not following it - especially when he places 
this same pattern for us in the 10 Commandments - would be plain 
silly.  We learn about work - and about rest - by studying God.  
How could your work improve - for your benefit, your family’s 
benefit, your company’s benefit - if you spent more time studying 
God and how He goes about doing things?

#5  We are ___GOD’S___ ongoing work project.  God’s work is not 
limited to the creation of stars and planets.  His last creation was man!

“For we are God’s workmanship.” Ephesians 2:10a NIV
The NLT puts it this way: “We are God’s masterpiece.”  Don’t be 
tempted to minimize this.  The creation account records God as 
talking within the Trinity of making man “in our image.”  This same 
account speaks of man having dominion over everything 
swimming, flying, creeping and crawling upon Earth.” (Gen1:26) 
Don’t ever fall for the notion that you don’t have management 
potential!  It’s built in!  By the same token God’s work in you and 
in me is not finished yet.  The prayer of our heart should be...

“Finish what you started in me, God.  Your love is eternal - 
don’t quit on me now.” Psalm 138:8 MSG 

It’s important that we pray this regularly.  God never forces Himself 
upon us.  Like any parent with His child, God wants us to want His 
help.  We should always have confidence that God’s work will not 
quit early on any of us.  God don’t make no junk!  Your station in 
life, your education, your upbringing - all the things that matter so 
much to who we become in this life... that all falls by the wayside 
when we realize that God - in his most awesomeness - in his great 
creativeness - in his all-powerfullness - is not finished with me yet!

“And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue 
his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.”

Philippians 1:6 NLT
How different would your workday be if you knew that God Himself 
had a hand in bringing you to this point and will continue to guide 
and direct you in what you are becoming.  And why should He 
care?  What is the reason God would keep working on me?

#6  God has a ___PURPOSE FOR ME___ and for my work.
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”
Ephesians 2:10 ESV

One of the most important things we can do is to make a 
connection between our work and our purpose.  You may see your 
job as just that... a job.  A way of making a living.  But God has so 
much more in mind for you!  And it doesn’t require you to quit your 
job but rather to discover God’s purpose in your work.  Our Lord is 
persistent!  He didn’t screw up in making you or in your purpose.

“The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; ... Do not forsake 
the work of your hands.”  Psalm 138:8 ESV 

The “your hands” here refers to God’s hands.  It’s the same as 
“Don’t quit on me!”  God wants you to find and fill your purpose!



How much different would your job be if you didn’t just see it as a 
means to an end? Many of us live from weekend to weekend, as if 
the only reason for our work was to support what we really want to 
do on the weekend.  What a waste!  That’s why our definition of 
retirement is so convoluted.  We don’t live our workweek just for the 
weekend.  We don’t work our career lives just to quit for retirement.  
There’s a purpose.  Find your purpose in your work and you’ll find 
significance and fulfillment and your motivation for a job well done. 

#7  My work provides ___ FOR MY NEEDS___.
If everything up until now sounds grandiose, the Bible can also be 
most pragmatic!

“A hard worker has plenty of food, but a person who chases fantasies 
has no sense.” Proverbs 12:11 NLT

Notice the direct connection between hard work and plenty of food.  
This was not just an Old Testament wisdom writing.  It was also the 
rule of the New Testament church!

“We gave you this rule: ‘If a man will not work, he shall not eat.’” 
2 Thessalonians 3:10 NIV

Our labor should be fulfilling and significant.  But it should also take 
care of my needs. (Maybe not all of my wants.)  Find something that 
you love to do as well as something that will take care of you... then 
do it with all of your heart.  Bottom line... don’t be afraid of work.  Of 
hard work.  It’s your best friend.  Know how to work hard and you’ll 
be able to take care of your needs.  But there’s even more! ...

#8  My work provides ___FOR MY GENEROSITY___. 
My work provides not only for my own needs, but also for others...

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way 
we must help the weak.” Acts 20:35 ESV

In all societies there will be those who cannot work.  (Notice I didn’t 
say “will not work.”  Every society has those too.  The Scripture for 
them is back up at 2 Thess 3:10 - see above!)  There are those who 
are weak.  That means they don’t have the ability.  Weak in the 
body.  Injured. Old. Feeble.  When we have the strength to work, we 
should be most grateful and thankful.  Believe me when I say that 
any of those who are too weak to work would GLADLY trade places 
with you!  Part of our plan for our work earnings should be to give...

“Use your hands for good hard work, and then give generously 
to others in need.”  Ephesians 4:28 NLT

I have tried to teach my own children the 10-10-80 principle.  Ten 
percent of my income for my giving to God and others.  Ten percent 
for generosity.  Should be the first 10 percent.  The first fruits.  Then 
10% for long term savings, to provide for myself for when I can no 
longer work.  Then 80% for my own needs.

#9  My work is also ___MY WORSHIP___.
One of the most important things I’ve ever learned about good, hard 
work is that it can also be my worship!  Did you know that?  Worship 
is not just something that happens at church, but should be 
happening the other seven days a week too. 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, 
not for men.” Colossians 3:23 NIV

How much of a difference would it make to your attitude if you knew 
that you were doing your job not for a boss, but for the Lord?



Admittedly this is a matter of thinking a certain way about your work 
life.  This is a matter of attitude.  But what worship is not a matter of 
attitude?  We adopt a certain attitude whenever we choose to come 
to church.  Whenever we sing a song or pray or read Scripture.  
Those are all a matter of choice, both in the doing of them and in 
our attitude of the doing of them.  The same is true of our work.

“Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.” 
Proverbs 16:3 ESV

This is not a matter of saying to God, “Bless me in my work.  Make 
my work abundant and good and valuable.”  No.  This idea of 
“commit” quite literally has the meaning of “roll into.”  Roll my work 
into God - into His plans, into His work - and quite assuredly if I do 
this, if I make my work about God’s work, if my chief aim is to bring 
Him glory, to bring Him worship with my work THEN most assuredly 
my plans will be established.  Why? Because they are aligned with 
God’s very own plans. Which brings us to 10th and final point...

#10  God will ___REWARD ME___ for my work.
“For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you 

have shown for his name in serving the saints.” Hebrews 6:10 ESV
This reward is not necessarily a monetary amount. (Though it could 
be.)  God rewards are the very best rewards.  Plain and simple.  
The One Who created me and created you knows you better even 
than you know yourself.  He knows what reward will really find the 
greatest fulfillment in your life.  It’s what you and I should most be 
excited about.  If this sounds at all trite or somehow not religious 
enough, consider how the Bible ends, with the Revelation!
“Yes, I’m on my way! I’ll be there soon! I’m bringing my payroll with me. 

I’ll pay all people in full for their life’s work.”  Revelation 22:12 MSG

That should grab your attention.  Are you giving your labor all the 
heart and passion and effort and attention you can?  Or are you just 
sloughing along, doing the minimum necessary to get by?  
Remember that your reward is not just what some boss somewhere 
is willing to give you.  The Great and Almighty “will not overlook” 
and will “pay all people in full!”

Conclusion:  I’ve just shared ten lessons about work from the Bible.  
They are not exhaustive.  We could not cover all 615 verses today!!!  You 
do get the general idea from these 10.  God loves work. He loves your 
work, especially when you are about His work!

So right now, put a star next to the one single idea which you think 
speaks most to you about your work.  Then, take this sheet with you to 
whatever is your work this week.  Cut it out.  Put it in a place where you 
will see it often.  Be reminded about how important your work really is.

Let’s pray together.


