
Why We Remember 09.11.11
Scripture:  1 Corinthians 13:12-13 and others
Video:  “Why We Remember” by Steelehouse Media [2:56]
 “9/11: Ten Years Ago” by Skit Guys [2:57]

Intro:  Everyone remembers where they were when America was 
brutally attacked 10 years ago.  A decade ago I was doing a live weekly 
radio program every Tuesday morning on WMAN.  That particular 
Tuesday morning - as you can well imagine - everything else was put on 
the back burner as the radio station turned all its resources to covering 
the tragedy in New York, and Washington D.C., and Pennsylvania.  I 
remember saying that morning that “this changes everything.”  And, of 
course, it did.  Our lives have never been the same since.

Tragedies, especially when they come directly from Evil, have that 
impact on us.  When I was 14, my brother and I were held hostage.  The 
only reason I am here today is because of the heroism of my Dad and 
the first responders - both police and firefighters of Norton, Ohio.  

When we experience such devastating evil - either personally, or in the 
case of 9/11, corporately as a community - we are changed.  We come to 
realize certain truths about this world that, beforehand, might have been 
hidden within innocent naiveté.  We must always remember; we must 
never forget.  On this 10th anniversary of 9/11 - I’d like to share with 
you 7 reasons why we remember, why we must NEVER forget!

7 Reasons Why We Remember

Because we forget that ___EACH DAY IS A GIFT___.
One change that happens as a result of 9/11 is that we know to never 
take any day for granted. We live each day to the full, as if it were the last.

“You do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For 
you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.”

James 4:14 ESV

While this is a sobering realization, it’s important never to forget the 
lesson.  It’s a sign of wisdom when we appreciate the value of each day.

“So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.” 
Psalm 90:12

Because we forget that ___THIS IS NOT OUR HOME___.
We want to think that this world is basically a good place.  We look for 
the beauty and the positiveness in all we see. We think of this Earth, this 
time, this world as our home. However, as Christ-followers we must 
remember that we are citizens of another world:

20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.   Philippians 3:20 ESV

Indeed, the Bible describes both this world and even within ourselves, of 
experiencing a groaning toward the right way things should be.  9/11 and 
any other evil reminds us that this world is not right and needs changing.

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  23 ...we ourselves, 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly 

for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
Romans 8:18, 23 ESV
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Because we forget that ___PERSECUTION DOES NOT CRUSH___.
One of the most important lessons to remember in the aftermath of 9/11 
is that we CAN survive persecution. It will not destroy us. 

8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 ESV

The Apostle Paul uses adjectives that describe us after tragedy: afflicted, 
perplexed, struck down.  In the middle of the crisis, we recall not only 
these fine words, but the truth of the last 10 years.  We are not crushed, 
not driven to despair, not forsaken, and not destroyed.  Because of the 
hope, faith, and love of Christ in us as Christians, we live on!

Because we forget that ___WE TURNED TOWARD GOD___.
Ten years ago people turned out to America’s churches in record 
numbers.  Pews that had been empty were filled.  It’s easy to turn cynical  
now when we see those very same seats empty again.  However, we 
should remember that God has promised that IF we turn toward Him, He 
WILL heal us!  In both the NT and OT we read these words:

“For this people’s heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can 
barely hear, and their eyes they have closed;  lest they should see with 
their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and 

turn, and I would heal them.’”  Acts 28:27 / Isaiah 6:10 ESV

There are people who forever will live in glory in God’s kingdom because 
they turned to God after 9/11.  Evil never wins the final battle.  God has 
the greatest power to turn tragedy into blessing, evil into good, hardship 
into advantage.  In the midst of the battle - personal or communal - we 
have a hard time seeing how this could be true.  Know this - your present 
sense of confused uncertainty will ultimately give way to revealed clarity.

12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 1 Cor. 13:12 ESV

I don’t know whether you realize this or not, but this verse comes right at 
the end of the greatest love chapter in the Bible - the one that is used for 
weddings.  Love is... When we experience a tragedy like 9/11, it’s difficult 
to see how “love is...”  That’s why this promise is so important AND why 
hope, faith and love play such a critical role in our lives.

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is 
love. 1 Cor. 13:13 ESV

Let’s examine each one in detail:

Because we forget that ___HOPE HEALS OUR GRIEF___.
Our Christian hope is a great healing balm for those of us who are Christ 
followers.  Christian funerals should never be dirges, but should always 
be celebrations - not only of the life lived (in the past), but the life that 
continues to be lived. God’s Word is specific about our Christian hope:

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 

14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 ESV

Not only does hope heal our grief for those who’ve died, but also 
faith is our courage for us who live on!
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Because we forget that ___FAITH IS OUR COURAGE___.
In the wake of loss we wonder how we will ever move forward.  Faith is 
our encouragement.  And such faith is God’s gift to His children.

6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in 
the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 

8 Yes, we are of good courage.  2 Corinthians  5:6-8a ESV

It’s important to remember this truth that faith is walking without seeing 
sometimes.  Remember now we see in a mirror dimly.  Now we only 
know in part.  This is where a rock solid faith in God’s goodness despite 
this world’s evil, a faith in God’s comfort despite the hurt we feel, a faith 
in God’s future despite this world’s past gives us the courage to step 
forward.  One step at a time - that’s what walking is.  I don’t have to know 
it all; I just need to know the One who knows it all.   And finally...

Because we forget that ___LOVE SHOWS WE’RE GOD’S CHILDREN__.
Before we experience Evil personally in the form of personal attack from 
other people, the command to love our enemies sounds like wonderful, 
cheerful idealism.  The reality is that this is a command, not a 
suggestion.  It’s work - deliberate, hard-to-even-think-about effort:

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.
Matthew 5:43-45 ESV

Perhaps saying that this is work and effort is not strong enough. Honestly, 
it’s quite impossible.  This is not something you alone can simply “do.”  
When someone we don’t know, who claims the Christian faith, has been 
horribly hurt, and then forgives..., we wonder a little bit about whether 
they are thinking right.  However, nothing could be more a sign of God’s 
Holy Spirit demonstrating Himself in and through us than - when we find 
a way to love our enemies. This kind of love comes only from God:

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 
has been born of God and knows God.  1 John 4:7 ESV

Conclusion:  This is the day we remember the horrible and tragic loss of 
life in New York, Washington and Pennsylvania.  It is right to mourn those 
who so unfairly had their lives ripped from them.  It is right to also 
remember those heroes who gave of themselves so generously, who 
raced the other way - against the tide of fear and uncertainty - to attempt 
to save others.  Even now there are those among us whose very lives 
are lived on the edge of death to protect you and me.  There are those 
who look into the eyes of Evil, so you and I don’t have to.   To them we 
owe a debt of gratitude we can never repay.

There are also things we as Christians should never forget.  We always 
remember to make the most of each day, to know that this world is not 
our final home, to know that we can survive persecution, and that good 
can result from evil, like when people turn to God in times of fear.

Most important though is to know what we don’t know.  To know that 
what we don’t see sometimes is more important than what we do see.  
40 years ago - even as a 14 year old boy - when Evil breathed straight in 
into my face... This is what sustained me: the promise of hope, the 
courage of faith, and the evidence of love.

Let’s pray together.
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