
I KNOW part 5: “Suffer Now Glory Later” 01.08.12
Scripture:  Romans 8:17-18 ESV

Read: Response to an Insurance Company: (source unknown)
I am writing in response to your request for additional information. In 
block #3 of the accident form, I put “trying to do the job alone” as the 
cause of my accident. You said in your letter that I should explain more 
fully, and I trust that the following details will be sufficient.

I am a bricklayer by trade. On the date of the accident I was working 
alone on the roof of a new six story building. When I completed my work, 
I found that I had about 500 pounds of brick left over. Rather than carry 
the bricks down by hand, I decided to lower them in a barrel by using a 
pulley which fortunately was attached to the side of the building at the 
6th floor. Securing the rope at ground level, I went up to the roof, swung 
the barrel out, and loaded the bricks into it. Then I went back to the 
ground and untied the rope, holding it tightly to insure a slow descent of 
the 500 pounds of brick. You will note in block #11 of the accident report 
that I weigh 135 pounds. In my surprise at being jerked off the ground so 
suddenly, I lost my presence of mind and forgot to let go of the rope. 
Needless to say, I proceeded at a rather rapid rate up the side of the 
building. In the vicinity of the third floor, I met the barrel coming down. 
This explains the fractured skull and broken collar bone. Slowed only 
slightly, I continued my rapid ascent, not stopping until the fingers of my 
right hand were 2 knuckles deep into the pulley. 

Fortunately, by this time, I had regained my presence of mind, and was 
able to hold tightly to the rope, in spite of my pain. At approximately the 
same time, however, the barrel of bricks hit the ground, and the bottom 
fell out of the barrel. Without the weight of bricks, the barrel weighed 
approximately 50 pounds.

I refer you again to my weight in block #11. As you might imagine, I 
began a rapid descent down the side of the building. In the vicinity of the 
third floor, I met the barrel coming up. This accounts for the two fractured 
ankles, and the lacerations of my legs, and lower body area. The 
encounter with the barrel slowed me enough to lessen my injuries when I 
fell onto the pile of bricks, and fortunately only three vertebrae were 
cracked. I am sorry to report, however, that as I lay there on the bricks, in 
pain … unable to stand … and watching the empty barrel six stories 
above me … I again lost my presence of mind and... let go of the rope.

Suffering a difficult topic: Today we consider an unpopular topic: 
Suffering. Not one of those things you put up on a billboard- “Come to 
Church Requel and learn about suffering!” My commitment to teach the 
WHOLE Word of God, not just the parts we like.  Suffering is very real.  
Sometimes we suffer just because that’s the way life is.  Death, sickness, 
deceit, difficulties, hardships face all of us from time to time.  Sometimes 
it’s other people’s fault. Sometimes, just like the bricklayer, we forget and 
let go of the rope. 

Difficult topic because we like FAST Christianity. That takes time. 
We’re in a hurry. We live in a microwave, hurry-up world.  Ill. - I read 
today that in Hunan Province China, they built a 30-story hotel in just 15 
days! How well would you sleep in a building that got the record for being 
built FAST?  We want FAST faith devoid of difficult issues like suffering.



Especially tough because of false teaching! Sometimes we will suffer 
even more JUST BECAUSE of our Christian faith!  Is this possible?  Is 
this a fact? Suffering is difficult topic when we consider that so many 
preachers are teaching a gospel message that doesn’t include the reality 
of suffering. A Health and Wealth gospel. A prosperity gospel.  Consider 
these quotes from Christian teachers whom you would know well:

• “Jesus had a nice house, a big house,” “Jesus was handling big 
money,” and He even “wore designer clothes.”

• "Who would want to get in on something where you're miserable, poor, 
broke and ugly and you just have to muddle through until you get to 
heaven? I believe God wants to give us nice things.”

• "I preach that anybody can improve their lives. I think God wants us to 
be prosperous. I think he wants us to be happy. To me, you need to 
have money to pay your bills. I think God wants us to send our kids to 
college. I think he wants us to be a blessing to other people.”

• "To live your best life now is to see your business taking off. See your 
marriage restored. See your family prospering. See your dreams come 
to pass ..." you must "start looking at life through eyes of faith."

• "Do you want a hundredfold return on your money? Give and let God 
multiply it back to you. No bank in the world can offer this kind of 
return! Praise the Lord"

• "If you stay in your faith, you are going to be paid."

It’s with that backdrop in mind we come to our text tonight, Romans 
8:17 and 18.  We learn a difficult lesson...

I. Living as a Christ-follower involves ___SUFFERING FOR JESUS___.

Many of those in the prosperity gospel camp would have difficulty 
including this truth in their message.  However, we need to hear it.  We 
need to know it.  Jesus even told us that we should “count the cost” of 
following him.  You should know that part of the Christian walk involves 
suffering:

"And if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him." 

Romans 8:17 ESV

It’s really difficult to square this verse with the statements I read to you - 
and what you can easily hear on TV - or read on the web or in best 
selling books.  Is Romans 8:17 lifted out of context? Or is this concept of 
suffering something that is consistently written of in the the Bible? 

"Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you."  John 15:20a ESV

 "I am glad when I suffer for you in my body, for I am participating in the 
sufferings of Christ that continue for his body, the church." Colossians 1:24 NLT

"In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted." 2 Timothy 3:12 NIV

"Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to you." 1 Peter 4:12 NIV84 



Seems pretty conclusive from the New Testament writers that suffering is 
a part of the walk with Jesus.  Not popular to hear.  You should know it.  
Just to be clear, this is not just any kind of suffering, because anyone and 
everyone suffers from time to time.  This is suffering specifically because 
you are a Christ follower.  Decisions you make because of your faith.  
Family you lose. Jobs you don’t receive.  Discrimination. Prejudice. 
Accusation.  Persecution.  All because you associate yourself with Jesus 
and Christianity.  In some parts of the world, even imprisonment and 
torture.  To be fair, though, we must remind ourselves of the whole 
story about suffering for Jesus because...

 
II. There's good news about suffering for Jesus!

    A. My suffering is a sign of  ___AUTHENTICITY___.
"... provided we suffer with him ..." Romans 8:17b ESV

This word, εἴπερ  eipere, means “if indeed, if after all, since.” It’s an 
intensify of the word “if.” It assumes one thing with another following.  
So IF I am an heir to God and a co-heir with Christ, THEN I ALSO AM 
suffering with Christ.  The two go together as Paul clearly writes.  The 
heirship, the benefit, the inheritance is one side of the SAME COIN as 
the suffering I go through now.

WE DON’T INTENTIONALLY MAKE OURSELVES SUFFER!  Don’t 
make this more than it is.  We don’t suffer now SO THAT WE MIGHT 
receive glory later.  No quid pro quo. No earning our way into God’s 
graces and benefits.  It’s just that one goes hand in hand with the 
other.  We will suffer now.  We will receive benefits later.  And what 
does Paul tell us about these benefits?

    B.  My suffering is NOTHING COMPARED TO GLORY!

Paul went through an incredible amount of suffering on behalf of 
Jesus. Read 2 Cor. 11!  Imprisonments, Countless beatings. 5x the 40 
lashes less one. 3x beaten with rods. Stoned once. 3x shipwrecked. 
In danger from robbers, wilderness, toil hardship, many sleepless 
nights, in hunger and thirst, without food, cold and exposed! With that 
as our background, consider what he says about sufferings...

"I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us." Romans 8:18 NIV

     "Not worth comparing," but let's do it anyway!
      My suffering                                   " My glory

      Comes from __MAN__                  " Comes from ____GOD___
Man cannot persecute you nearly as well as God can lift you up!  
Don’t get this backwards!  Don’t settle for glory from men and 
suffering from God!

      Is ___EARTHLY___                      & Is ___HEAVENLY___
Your suffering is limited to this earthly existence.  The Bible promises 
that God will wipe away every tear.  Heaven will be so much better!



      In my  _CORRUPTED _ body           In my __PERFECTED_  body
Our bodies (and everything else) is corrupted here on Earth.  We will 
receive perfect bodies.  We’ll be able to appreciate the glory revealed 
in us.  Think of our perfect senses!  We’ll be able to see perfectly, 
taste perfectly, hear perfectly, feel perfectly, smell perfectly.  Who 
knows? We may even have more than 5 senses.  What we couldn’t 
begin to appreciate now we will be able to sense perfectly in Heaven.

     Affects my __MORTAL_  life&& Enjoyed _IMPERISHABLE_ life. 
And this glory revealed in us will be in an imperishable life - not a life 
doomed to death, but a life that will live, in health, without sickness, 
with nothing keeping us from it or distracting us away from it.... AND

      Is ___TEMPORARY___                  " Is ___FOREVER___
not just for a little while, but forever!  That is a promise...

"Our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce 
for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!" 

2 Corinthians 4:17 NLT

Conclusion:  So what do we do when we’re in the midst of suffering?  
We don’t have time to consider everything tonight, but suffice it here to 
say that what comes naturally when we’re suffering is usually wrong!  

Illustration - A little bird was flying south for the winter. It got so cold it 
froze up and fell to the ground in a large field. While it was lying there, a 
cow came by and dropped some manure on it. As it lay there in the pile 
of manure, it began to realize how warm it was. The manure was actually 
thawing him out! He lay there all warm and happy, and soon began to 
sing for joy. A passing cat heard the little bird singing, and came to 
investigate. Following the sound, the cat discovered the bird under the 
pile of manure, and promptly dug him out—and then ate him.
The morals of the story are:

1. Not everyone who drops manure on you is your enemy.
2. Not everyone who digs you out of a pile of manure is your friend.
3. When you’re in the manure, keep your mouth shut!

Seriously, when you are going through hard times it’s easy to want to 
blame someone else - anyone else.  The reality is that sometimes the 
worst things that happen to us are the things that make us better, 
stronger.  But sometimes there’s just no rhyme or reason that we can 
understand.  The temptation comes to be vocal about our difficulties.  
When we’re mad, we just want to yell at someone.  When we’re feeling 
righteous, we want to prove our faith and deny our troubles.  Sometimes 
- in those tough moments - the best thing to do is to keep our mouths 
shut.  “To Be Still and Know You are God!”  To focus on God instead of 
Man, Heaven instead of Earth, our future perfection rather than our 
current corruption, our imperishable instead of our mortal lives, the 
forever, not the temporary. To know that our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us."  

Let’s pray.


