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Resources: Box filled with enough of something for 
everyone.  I used chocolate candy bars. Box is 
wrapped with a bow on top.  A tall see through 
container, like a large jar. Water. Cork. Nails.

Hold up wrapped box for everyone to see.  Pass it 
around.  Let the children touch and shake the 
present. Ask: What do you HOPE is inside?  Listen 
for answers.  Comment: Everything you HOPE is 
inside is something good!  That’s the thing about 
HOPE.  We hope for good things.  The Bible tells us 
one more thing about HOPE:

Bible Verse: 
“Hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?” Romans 12:24b NIV

Remind them of the things the children HOPE are in the wrapped box. Comment: “You 
hope for them because you don’t yet know for sure what’s inside.”

Transition: Move the present to the side and bring out the jar of water.  Comment: 
“One more great thing about hope - Hope keeps us up when we would be down.  Hope 
keeps us going when we want to quit. Ask: Does anyone know how to swim? Note how 
many can swim and how many can’t yet swim.  Note: The important thing about 
swimming is to keep breathing on top of the water.  You don’t want to sink!  Compare: 
Hope is like swimming or floating.  It stays on top of the water.  It doesn’t sink! Action: 
Drop the cork in the water and show the children that it floats.

Tell A Story: When I was 4 years old my Dad took me on a canoe ride.  He told me 
over and over that the important thing about going on a canoe ride was that I should 
never stand up.  Because if you stand up in a canoe, the canoe will tip over and you’ll 
fall into the water.  Do you know what I did?  I stood up!  Do you know what happened? 
The canoe tipped over.  And I didn’t know how to swim!!!  But I didn’t sink.  Do you know 
why? Because I was wearing a life vest.  It kept me floating!

Hold Up The Nails and show them.  These nails are like the bad things that happen in 
life.  Bad things happen all the time.  Like when the canoe tipped over (Drop a nail in 
the water and watch it sink) and I fell out into the water (drop another nail). Or when I 
was 5 and I fell and hit my head on the coffee table (drop another nail) and had to go 
to the hospital (drop another nail) and get stitches in my forehead (drop another nail). 
Or when I was 6 and my grandfather died (drop another nail).  



Those bad things could keep us down and make us want to quit if we let it.  If we 
thought all the time about the bad things and never had any HOPE about the good 
things.  But HOPE is like that cork.  It’s like a life vest.  It keeps us up no matter what!

Ask: Do you know what the very best HOPE is?  Answer: It’s the HOPE that Jesus 
loves us and takes care of all the bad things in our life.  Pick up the cork.  Did you 
know that all the bad things that happen to us (Slide a nail into the cork) also happened 
to Jesus?  Name some things, like the canoe flipping, or the stitches, or grandpa 
dying. Slide another nail into the cork.  Comment: In fact, Jesus died on a cross and 3 
days later rose from the dead and is alive today, so that we don’t have to let any bad 
things make us too sad.  Hold up the cork with the nails.  Drop the cork with the nails 
into the water. Observe: Even with the nails, the cork still floats! Say: Even with the bad 
things in life happen to us, our hope in Jesus keeps us on top!  Keeps us going!

Transition: Move the water to the side, and bring out the wrapped present again.  Ask: 
Do you think that what I have inside for you is something good or something bad?  
Listen for answers.  Ask again - Are you sure?  Are you really sure?

Comment: We call that “faith” - when you believe something is good, even though you 
can’t see it.  Comment: Before I give you this present, I want to tell you one more Bible 
verse:

Bible Verse: 
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  

Hebrews 11:1 NIV84.

Teach: You cannot see what is inside of this box.  You HOPE it is something good, even 
though you cannot see it.  Your confidence, your sureness, your feeling pretty sure 
that’s it’s something good - that’s called FAITH!

Ask: Let’s see if your FAITH and HOPE are good today.  Let’s open up the present. (Let  
one child unwrap.) Give each child one candy bar.  Tell them Jesus love them and 
wants only the best for each one.  

Pray for them. Dismiss them.


