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“I don't understand myself at all, for I really want to do what is right, but I don't do it. Instead, I do the very 
thing I hate. I know perfectly well that what I am doing is wrong…But I can't help myself… I know I am 
rotten through and through… No matter which way I turn, I can't make myself do right. I want to, but I 
can't. When I want to do good, I don't. And when I try not to do wrong, I do it anyway.”  Rom. 7:15-19 NLT !!
• A Gift That God Gives Us:  ___MESSINESS___ !
• The Real Gift Is That Messiness Leads To:  ___REDEMPTION___ !

“And what God wants is for us to be made holy….”  Hebrews 10:10 NLT  !
“…our lives gradually becoming brighter and more beautiful as God enters our lives and we become 
like him.”  2 Corinthians.  3:18 MSG !!

Results of Misunderstanding Messiness !
• Spiritual ___APATHY___ !
• Spiritual ___PRETENSE___ !

 “You won't go wrong in following their teachings….  But be careful about following them.  They 
talk a good line, but they don't live it.  They don't take it into their hearts and live it out in their 
behavior.  It's all spit-and-polish veneer.”  
 “You’re like manicured grave plots, grass clipped and the flowers bright, but six feet down it’s all 
rotting bones and worm-eaten flesh.  People look at you and think you’re saints, but beneath the skin 
you’re total frauds.”  Matthew 23:2-3, 27 MSG !!

3 Responses To Spiritual Messiness !
1.  Thank God That I’m ___UNDER CONSTRUCTION___ !

“What this means is that those who become Christians become new persons.  They are not the same 
anymore, for the old life is gone.  A new life has begun!”  2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT  !!

2.  Trust God In My ___INCOMPLETENESS___ !
“And I am sure that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally 
finished on that day when Christ Jesus comes back again.”  Philippians 1:6 NLT !!

3.  Pursue God with ___FAITHFUL OBEDIENCE___ !
“Set yourselves apart for a holy life.  Live a holy life, because I am GOD, your God.  Do what I tell you; 
live the way I tell you.  I am the GOD who makes you holy.”  Leviticus 20:7-8 MSG  !
“Then Jesus stood up again and said to her, "Where are your accusers?  Didn't even one of them 
condemn you?"  "No, Lord," she said.  And Jesus said, "Neither do I. Go and sin no more."  John 
8:10-11 NLT


